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5/18/41 ~cmmerce And jndlJ~ .. try . Samuel J Smit.h Hi n abcro.,! . ia. ?ocahont.as Co 

In l~ a nd 1890 And r ew ·','ooddell of ntll r Uiray aper ated a d r cu 

lar mill on Laurel Cr eek and other pa rts of PDca.hmItas County,his fir st 

set was on Laurel Cr eek or the headwater s of Stany Qreek~other Bet was 

at t he J ohn Adam pl ace ,and another set a t Henr y Sbezrers place,John Galf-

ord did most of the ski dd ing and Auburn Friel Q5 sayer.the fireman was 

J . Luther l,~ c! reill noVl living at l!arl i nton, t hie timber was sawed for .Pet ers 

and Gay and rafted to Roncever te , "I. Va . In I890 .r .... (Jiml Thi te of Laurel 

'] reek b.o.ueh"f bou~ht a circular mi ll f r om Sam Gay md !Dire" "':'ooddeH" an 

"ent to El k near Sl aty Fork and sawed fo r Jacob Simp 2!Ii fr .... there the 
( 

mo ved across the cr eek to the Hi t e place then ownei by :harp and fcom 

there to the foot of Gaul ey Liount a i n near Sl atyfork and ill Dec . 90 .a.ed 

back up Llk to the Henry Shar p place and 8aqed for a maa by the nBE of 

Brown of El kins , Sam Ga y d i d the sk i dding and the !DI!lber ""8 taken to 

Va}ey Head i n llandol ph County and l oaded there. 

I n 91 they moved t o the head of Elk aDd sawed • set ror Geor!!" 

"annah , Shell) and r usJ.Hannah did the skidding,and from there they.,wed 

to Hi /! 3pr i ngs and sal7ed f or i'homa8 Vanderverl.,al. s_ fOT the Ilatewaod 

,l r other s and f r om there t hey moved to Cl&verlick .-I sued a set rar Jac

ob 
6 ver aV' some of thi s Lmber \'la s sold locally lIIL U. :-Teater JUt .. 

ra fte, to -'oneever te In Itl92 th d • ey move to Stony !!etta. and ... "ed a ed 
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" 1I1!lIe J' QC And I nd.uutl'y.Snmull a Smith Iullll'boro. \ .Vo.FoonholltG.o COWlty . 
1 

In ] ;J 26 .... rt.aton 0 OUTry ond John 0 Hnupt of MlIrlinton bouCht 0. 011'

mill trom Ql10tlrt \Y1l:1' ong of ncur Buokt... ye on tl1C :river rOl).d and £01:

mt d a pnTtnlrobiJp knonn 0.13 Curry And Hnupt ,tbcy out rn1n() tieo and l\U11'bCr at 

;V 11tongo ond f i niohe d up and moved to Wnltcr 1l1v e lye on Thor ny CrC.ck unci 00..-

wcqd LL se t and from the", they c lmt to Auatin Shot'pe nCar Frout 

a Il(.t , ll.nd ftom th()r(. they mov(.;d t o J . e Harp(. ro pn l,n llpps crock,ond. from thEre 

the y bou6ht timber from 1111)(:1' MoOre un d oet the mill ntar JW(j(.g R(.ccio and 

upon cornp lL tlon of thia act tbc;y Bold the mill to Park Mcll},ugh l1n but bou.

ght a n(.w mill and. mov£d 1t to Stephe n Hole Run on the farm of T.8 Mollcel 

from whom thOy ha d bougbt 0. bOWl dar y of timber and upon completion moved 

to the farm of 00.1' 1 C Beard. of n" ar Millpoint and cut 0. o"t ther<o ,and from 

tl)ere moved the mlll to porter Sharpe and sCl.vt£d a sCt there and from thQ.(.. tbey 

moved. to thf:l foot of t lk kountaln and oaWCd 0. o(.t on the 11l1s Sharp plaof.. 

and from hE:rC th<'y movt.d to the C. G and Sall1e l!cGu1rC farm on 11k this was 

1n 19.3163 a.'HI.X 2:)U'JXglWOOJ..x~~X)(XT,(l'.1: t;(I:t and from the r e they moved to the B1rd1e 

o 01l1(.y .farm o.nd oawt.d 150. COO fv(.t and bought 55 , 000 from John and Frank1e 

DUrn i r" and 5 . 000 feet \~a.o bought :t ram ,allium Ci lmore ,bes ides 130, coo tha.t 

McGuirt. put in to tb 10 oet from the McGui r e far m, thio timbCr was sawed tor 

C. O McGuirC and Jameo Gibaon a nd wao cut and skiddCd by t hem .:'I1111a.ma & Plt t r 

ho.ndlt..d. t hC lumber for McGuirt and Giboon.Frorn 11k Ourry An d Haupt moved 

mill to JaolmonB Rivt.r in VB. nnd saWCd for BuxruGs In.nd And. Wmber Co . of 

Lynchbur g Va. hcr(. they oowed 6 rn 4l111on feet and. mov d to Bolara craft Va.., 

on.W<- d 3 mill ion . 

Their n(.xt o't VIae 1n lLVn.. on Port'r und Kati' 8harpe place. h()re h rei .. 
the y o""Cd 1300,000 f or the Right Iumb<r 00. of 2r1oto1 TOnn. Th1. wao in I932 

end. it t7Q..O at th10 opOl'ation tha.t Ha.up t d1td i n 32.o.nd i/.\1 Harpt.r of Suckhann _ 

on bOught t: ro, Haupt out a nd tbt.y I,)cCo..n ovL.ro.t1 r1L undll' thl nOmt. 01' Curry & Hu-

p(r , t l1 ie jo o Y.'aD comS]lt. t l d. ond thC.y '-,ov c - tht 1 
.. u, mil to T~L ,,(.ot Union Church and. 

CUlIi a I~ rr. l11ion 1 t t.t J: or '! 
T1 J!. I r1Ch~ Lum lJlr Co.of l1 

.r .tol}'ITtnn .at thlo at t 
• u Cla and )oco'o 81 

. lotp J.'t'l'mn flnA Dum d 0100 10f 0 r ro.:! thE: 

~~~ 
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~ 2 01 Curry J, IHi ha rpl r . 

(ns fa r m on ~ur( 1 r'rtCk,\',hlch was cut and skidded by l u~ lf;.ns . 

Lurry & harplr bought lOGs from 1 dw1n Auz zard and from th~ ' . L Bt. _ 

on '"ill1alns Riv( r cut und 8kidd~d by Curry ,tnd Eo.rpc r \',ith horsts 

e catt. rpillsr tractor and it Was at t his set that the mil l b urnE.d do\m 

they finishEd this set and move d the nEw mil l to Stamp ing Crt:.ek VlhE- re it is 

op're.t iq; at thE Rreet nt time as they truck logs from allover the J..o,rEr ~nd 

of ? ocahont as and the upper ~nd of GrEE:.nbr1€ r Co.and so far they have sawed 

nt:Br 4 million ff:.et which 1s t r uckE.d to ~~ar ion and pulaski Va,t.o Clarksburg , 

• Ra inellE:: and to llkins to thE; bom€stE; ad . b€:sid€ s what got.s to ~t . hry . N.c .the 

f l oor ing .furnLturC and cra t i ng l umbE r goE s to C larl~sburg . ',,I . Va . 

ThE sawyErs on thE-sE opE.ratms havE: bEen St.- rt Ro()e;rts and JoE:: MCK-

f:.nn€y , th£:: l wn(:)e r g r adE:rs.J.R Gu t h riE and XE:-i th r/ ilt. 

ThyY hav E 6 truc ks , I cat'rpillar tractor and I team of horse 8 to do 

tb<: f1U:.t:IM~ ski ddi ng and trucking of thE lOGS. '!'hEy Employ from 27 to 30 ruen 

and at t present thEy have a mill opErating in Va . near Bo lar ~r1ngs and anot~ r 

opErat ing i n GrHn briE..r Co . They run a boardi ng house and as Curry haB a ben . 

stor E: in Marlinton h is hands do their trading thE: r e , Th is operation has D,(ant 

a lo t t to ~ocahontas County , 

I nf o.rmation , P. C Curry. niar linton. ' . . Ya. 

C. G lrcGuirE: . , , 
" 

-hl ruill is sEt on t h E :',illiam H Cb-cklLy farm nfar th( Stanlp 1ng CrHk 

Church . 
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Cor.un( ref An d Industry. ti8! .. ut.l G 3m! th o l11sboro •. ·'a . ?ccal'l.o:'\.tae Co . 

In 19 01 the.. 1. 1 d d Kirby .hod .... 111y J..U.l'!.b( r Co.l/for( opt.ratlIl{., 1n th(. 

h l-sd of th( holia.v on a b ranch of Trwnp un thE. fa r m n Oli ovmLd bJ F .F 

I l, idd , Th e Li lly lumber Ca,waa opE:xating at Hinton at this time and the :.1dd 

Kirby Imd Li lly lumber Co .werE. aapltalized at -.;100 . 000.00 and the "'t,ain 

stockholdErs were F . P Kidd ~/ C.R Kirby and th e Lilly :uruoer Co.o1' Rinton 

0' . \'a . 

p. t thiB B ~ thE.y s a wEd b EtwE.en 6 and 7.000.000 this lumbfr \laB 

t ... kE..n to t h l n,ain linE. of t he. C & 0 by a narrow gauge R 1) ·dO'on to thE" 

mouth of Locust ,they opEm.t€d bE:r€ W'ltil 1912 a nd moved to the ,, 1111run 

_cClurE. farm .... nd opE:rs.tEd her e un t il I 9 14 . This was a 6 foot Circular 

ruLll . and upon complEtion F . P Kidd opEratE:d at Kinnison operating the 

uppEr t"od at t~ DEnmar tract t hat was opE-rated by the karyland l.J.mbEr Co . 

they put in a sl'.'ingi ng br i dgE acroes thtc Greenbrier at Kinnison to bring 

the log;s to thE wEst s i de of thE riv er whEre thE mi ll was set,a b ood 

op eration as 'hOy had a storE ~ nd town sprang up a t Kirmison dur ing th is II 

s €vEral duelling houses for the men and tht-lr f amiliEa.This operation fu

rnishEd employment to from 4 0 to 50 men . 

Inf ..... P K1dd B ""rd. VI . Va. 

J.R Cut lip. " " 

In 1936 A.G Ki llingswoDth of llar linton operate4, a tzaat at ,1II11II1' 

he bought fr om Mos. Miller of Buckeye . W.Va. Park IIcIaua!LUa ... " tIdIa 

set with h1s mill this was virgin t'1mber and mostly Iblte ......... .. 

cut outV ch01ce lumber part of it was b1.ll stuff and broudl* a 
this ..... skidded with Killingsworths horse. driven by 1lar1cD1lll1iIII 

Another of h1. operat1ons was at Clov<rl1cI<, ... e4, by 

Iilld 1n 1940 he bought a houndary on Stamping CrEel< but sold it 

lOTI of llar linton but is be1ng out and sk1dded by l111lngnorlhe 

horses. ' il11n~.worth op~te8 a pla1ning mill at Marlinton 
i n[; , a.'1d hasb.ll1t Bon.E of ,l!arllntona better buildings also 

::.at trlal . LillEr. · own ' 
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Industr~And CO"~proe 
~ .~nl tb, Hl11Gbo~ I.TI. Va I 

":OILu. l-rC L i.nd lndust.,.. B (.1 
~y. hJ .. U (. b u,lth J11ouoro . ..... : . \·a . Pocal'.ontas Co . 

In I9 Q. tlnd rn Tl € Ole 
v;J 1 r Crt":(.k l.u..tllbl r Co . l.Re opt.rat ing on Stamping 

~rt.Ck nCar tt'hcr c thE: S ta·"~'n "· C <ek t d "'~ 0 r~ sans tQZy they wEre opErating the 

ti.'t.b £r f rom the .. illiam Ii "ade f arw cmd at present ovmE:d "oy O!i Hook lS!.X this 

TIRS a c ircular Illill and t hey had a tram road from thE mill to the timber so-

-c:t 2 milEs or mo r e,th ey 

fngLTJ. ( .~s brought th,e 

used an inc Ii? a drw;.and a wire Cabl€) driven by en 

l og trucks back from t!.E: mill to the woodB,often tbe 

log trucks "ere h i gh in t h e air on a trEstle mt the cabl e would let them go 

down th e gra de in a sa! e way .. Th e main mill of this company, was operat iIlb 

at Deer Cr€~k . 

::i illiam li sE.nhuth was t h e forEman on 3tamping Creek and h is wif e run 

the boar d i ng house . At the first of this op eration they used horses 4\0 E!.l.?~ .,. 

thE Empty l og trucks back to t he woo ds. 
_...-.-....,.~n;~~~ ......... ~~ -- ,; illi9 Hil l ,?oE \. f.if ord , R€mus ctoe;,ers IJld C .. Gk.dwell and S. C HayEs 

\"'l" q-E tf:amst€-rs,t Jack and Go r don of GreEnbrif:r cut the tlmi::1 er and CharliE Har

ouff ITorked by mE day as a laborer. 

Inf . B. C nayEs ti i l l po i nt . 't\· .Va. 

O. 1 Ruckman . , I , I 
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hoe Last Faotory _ County. 

In 1923 
a shoe l aet factory was put in at Spice Run,a man by the 

of - rcnk Knox of Wiscons in w"as 
gen~ral manager, this operation t 00 k 

pl Bc~ on the East side of the 
Gre enbrier RivEr. 

They USEd hard Maple for the -la.st I s this lumber tbJIy bought frOll 

t The Sp i ce Run Lumber Compa.ny ,the last1s or blocks thht they were~to be 

made froo were cut and put in a Dry Kiln after this drying process -they 

"ere rEadY' to be shipped to New York,however they failed tq shi-p many a8 

tn.e plant burned d oWII but they r ebuilt it but failed to ope rate again 

this was in 1924. 

InfDrmat ion Frank KnaW- 1)enrnar. Vi', Va. 

ranters Cochran 

Sidne y McCoy 

Beard 

" 
" 
" 
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Co,nmf' TCt" And Indust ry. 

.bhn Raine ;..nd Company_ 

5.0 Seitb ,Hillsboro , 

'f; Va • 

In 1907 John Raine of Ironton Oh10 came to Pocah

ontas County .1iles t Va. in the quest of timber loc ating and bu~1ng some 
12

50 a c res of timber for approximately $20.000.00 be took in 8.S pe.rtnp

rs B.!. Carrier and L.G Swing and doing business as John ,Raine and Co. 

They set the mill about the center of the tract 

of timbe r on the head of Stamping Creek close to the foot 'of' Cranbprry 

Mountain. On the Mil l point to Richwood Road. 

Their boundary started not far- above the Sta_ 

mping Creek church followed the bridge or backbone of Llt~le Uoun-

taio to a point O~ Viney- Mt, from there to the head of the hollow that 
leads to Cranberry River and Cranberry ~lades around the Mountain to-

• ward tbe Hi gh Rocks taking in the Blue Lick and the Chestnut Ridge to 

th-e creek. 

T hey put in a six foot or poney band mill run 

~ a short time and it burned down they then se~ 1n a steam feed circ

ulall" milL They built- a store J boarding h'ouae and about 20 dwelling ho

uses and called the place Raine Town this section 1s at11l known as Rai_ 

ne town although the h"ouses a r e all gone but two or three. 

The timber cut "as mostly all hard wood.namely 

cherry , red and white oak .ash and chestnut. 

Raine had a locomotive/ and a loader .ral1roada 

tracts were built up the hollows to shorten the hllll in oldddl"1 wIIiol> 

was quite ~teep in places 4 teams or g horses were used 1n th. at1ddtns_ 

Two men wer'lk1Ued during thdr opera1ll .. l_ 

ett II:> tHngbampf Hllp01nt was killed cutting timber by a falltns b •• , 

., 
Ben Ramsey of Caf"sar I s .Mt. was kl11f"d On thE' log train hI' ... bl-'b,-.;cc .... c, 



John 

' -" -
Page 2_ 
Raine & Co. B,G.S. 

Groan the train "as r in b 1 t 1 t apply unn g away and somp ow n ry ng 0 tbe 

brakf'S was b-t---n t k d b b d by ~ ,,~~ wo cars and when they wrec e e was crus e 

e. l og and 0, M Hook,f the engineer jumped to safety e.nd escapf'd with 

minor injuriE's although the log s had bim pinnpd down, D.B Kellison 

of A:!lllpOin,j the fireman jumped to safety and was unhurt save for 

cuts and bruises be recieved from la~ding in rocks and gravel. 

furnishE'd employment 

"Raine Town was a lively little lumber town it 

to several men besidE'S the onE'S l~V~ng in the~ 
ses a8 they employed somE' 35 meD not- counting the skilled workers, 

foreman etc. Their payrol~wa8 $2,500.00 each month this furnished a 

market for trenear by farmers for their surplus commodities, namely 

E'ggs, dai r y products ,meat and truck crops. 

About as fast as the lumber was sawed it was 

loaded on standard gauge cars shipped out on Warn Lumber Co. R.R to 

the main line of tbe C&B- and to tbe many lumber market s in tbe east

pm part of tbe U.S. Raine Town is between 3 &4 miles from Yillpoint 

ealthe Richwood Road and on the head waters of Stamping Creek. 

John Raine was a very influential man 1D fo% 

every tbing tbat was for tbe betterment of the community in Wh1dk he 

lived and worked ,helped with all cburch work and made large ooal%l_ 
buttnss to tbe churcb. 

They finished up this operation in 191) Ibtp
ped out all the .. lumber and machinP.ry , thus · ended one of Po~ 

County's larger lwnber operations and was greatly m1ssed When tbt ~ 

roll not only stopped but the market for the farmers ooaaodl'l ... 

Raine Town today is merely 2 O~ 

that is sll that is left of the once thriving town. 



Pas. 3 

Aft t> r this oprrstion John Raine and h1.s broibe~ 
thCl late Thomm Raine founded tbe CE"a dow River Lumber Company at Ra1n_ 

E>llle, 'ri ) Va . one of the largest hardWOOd operation s in Vi ,Va. John Raine 

r f':present e d Greenb.rier County for one t erm 1n the Legislature . 

John Raine pas sed on Augu.st,26j40 thus the pasB1ng of 

one of the best c itizens of the Gre enbrier Valley. 

Informat i on -----------Luther' Ray 

OwerrnH ook 

J 0 aeph; Sharp 
c. W ,AuJ.dridge 

Pocahontas Times 

Court Records 

1!iIi>o1nt W ,Va. 

" -' ' 
" 
" Marlinton 

" 

" 
" " 
" 
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The T mplre 7;ood Company . 

In 1912 while the Tomb Lumbpr Company was operat_ 
ing/ a kindling wood faot or y wag-eet up eat~abB and all ot

her rougb l umbp r o~ no value for building purposE'S this wa a 
d one with a rip saw and cut off eaw, th ese slaos and boards 
were ripped 1n to narrow strips cut in short blocke taken by 
e l evator up in a dry ki ln that was 100f t , high tht>re they were 

dDie d sent back down a slide to tbe press wbere they were pre
Ssed 1n t o bundles ti ed with a string and stored r eady for ehl
pmpnt . 

G€'orge L Hyde was g eneral maDag~r f r ~he. kindl.-
ing Wood factory they had a r ep . and salesman New York City 

Wher e it was sol d for 10 cents pe r bundle. 

They shipped from 8 to 10 cars a month . ~ben the Tomb Lumber 

COqpany ceased t o operate The Fmpire Wood company~r cont_ 

ract ~or th e s labs and other waste lumber ~rom the mill that 
th~y cut in to kindling 60 l L 1914 they clean~ d up and moved 

out thus passed out th e first and last mill that produced no

thing but k1nd11ng Th1s was used 1n New York to .tart coal 
fires in furnaces and other coal burning stoves, 

Information ________ __ 

Glenn McComb-- --~atoga • Va. 

Geor ge l~cComb---_.,atosa ., Va. 

Denn1 . Dunn----Watop •• Va. 
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.n1 In ri ll e try . t'~rru[> l G ~mjt,h ·.ill cboro . ... . Va . locahontas Co . 

L~rl.in LUM er ~ompany . 

fL. 1 1 . ~r In Lumber ~ ompany started operat~on in 1920 and finished 

in 1933 , th is operation took place at Sti lh/ell ,"'!I . Va . about one mile be-

low t.arli nton , in i/hat is known as Still bouse Holl ow. 

In t his company were the following , Dr.M . S Uilson pres . and E .. H. 

I'filliams,and burton ',',' il son Gen .managers at di fferent t i mes during the 

operat ion, aIDong the stockholders in this company were the fol l owi ng 

~ r . L.S 'i1 50n(~erittjGeorge, Hathan and Burton all brothers . LC Pi fer, 

E. :i illiams,Lee ~arlow,and J .A :'cLauC"'hlin . 

J uring their operation at Stillwell they sawed 52 .000 . 000 feet 

and this came from a pprox imately 13. 000 acres th i s inc l udes land in the 

Duckley Mountains,on Beaver Creek and K.'1apps Cr eek ,bes ides some timber 

0.'1 Browns Creek that v~s trucked to near Laden J ot t om and loaded on t he 

log train . one tract of timber aggregating 9470 ac r es flas f ormerly owned 

by Greenbrier rtiver Lumber Co . and cover s land on y.napps ,. reek ,Greenbrier 

, i ver , Jrr.provement Lick nun , ~.onday Li ck Hun , st illhouse Hun,Laden Bottom, 

and ~ut l er Hollow . 

_ hey had a dn -Ie band mill and the sawye r was ~1oyd Lovelaoa, 
)L-7~ ~~-9JT~Z:- ft . -, 

t.he JUf'uef !'Teder ".'as Lf".~ry Adk i son, a nd James - Forney run a cOJllllie&rJ 

fOT t he ~o . _hey bad 2 10l" engines , one l og loade r and 



tru~ks , John 
offnan and J eie !;pi izc r v:ere 

CllVineere . l'his ":o . v:orked 
'''out '15 men hcsideB ' h 

I.. e \'Iork t.hat '-as d b one y contrac~c r s and aMong 

them r:ere ! . J t: ook of See bert and 
Ueredith lo~ing contra~torB be-

nides the some 8 9 or teams of the co . 
o 

reor~e Sjrnmons of 1illsboro sawed a set for th is Co . on Br owns 

Jreek . , 

Be fore thi s operat i on took pl ace there wa s one or tVIO farm hou-

ses a t what was later known as Sti llwell but at the last of thiB operat-

ion there were from 8 to 10 houses , a boarding house that "'Jas run by 

Bro ... m !:cComb and his wife ,a school house bes ides the buildings used by 

I 

the co and today you fi nd a string of ho uses here and it is still known 

as!Sti ll \7ell . bu t the school has been discontinued and the children go to 

Ma rlinton to school. Part of this area cut ove r by ,'he rarlin Lumber Co . 

was land logged in the days of the Vlhite pine by Smith 1L 'h itine- for the 

3t.1arrrence Boom & l:fg . Co. of Ronceverte. 

:la il r oads ITere built from StIlwell up the hollo't,up tJlapps Creek 

and up all the ho llows of their holdings and if all in one would baTe 

made ~uite a long d istance of n . R • 

Upon com)'lction this mill was sol d for jL\llk thus the pasllin' of 

one of locahontas Co untys larger lumber operat i ons ,~~ill operation gre-
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~ . G ~ . POcahontaB Co. 

atly ellcflttf'd .Elrlinton Rft it. f UTnj ahed empl oyment. to many of her pe-

Ol'l~ . nnJ at this time was one of the very fe\'1 industries operating in 

this section of the county. therefore the lumbering operations at Still-

r.p ll helped to boost t he population of I:arlinton and rnade empl oyment for 

"any of h~r pe opl e . 

lnfon mt ion . E . H 17ill iams . Karlinton . W. Va. 

v S '"' 1 '. . 1 son . " " 

James .. m Forney .. • • • • 

John Coffman . ' . , . 
Court ."e eards .. ' , " 

• 
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'I)-Pist 8 .G Sm1t-h "---------------_._-
J . V UCKenneY,~arlintan,W.v'. 

(' Court Records, I I • 
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Ihte T)'ped _I':VI9J 20 /40 • __ 
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And IndUotry,s.G Smith R111eboro,Vi,'la . pocehontas County. 
Lut : And " 1 

•.. 8 0 n1ah-Lumbcl' ) 
I n I 9 II 0 .1 L t 

u 2 ot r lk1nc Randolph County and a man by the name of 

or Belington Came to Pocahontas County and bought timber from John 
ond Lev! V Ga f r 

)" 0 dray deeds recorded as follo1"'8 JuJ.y 11.1911 about 400 

8cr~s from Levi V Gay and Lee his wife a~ount paid S5DDO.OO and in 1912 

John D an d Allie Gay 
Bol d 'them a tract of timber for ~IJ 500. 00 deed dated 

:~OVE'mber 12.1912,C.J MCCarty was clerk of the County Court at that time. 

They a lso bought a s mal l amount of timber from Linnie Jy1 er of near Ldray. 

They set their Crrcular mill on the William iVooddell farm at the 

mouth of tli~ Draft and just above where the Fair Ground , Brush Country 

Road crosses Stony Creek. They built a boarding house for tbe men and 

erEc tE d stabl es to care f or their horSES 8 in number as they did their 

own Ski ddi ng and most of their cutting. 

This Gay timber was locat ed on and near Elk Mountain as they 

operated th e timber on the face of Elk Mountain up to the big turn on 
I 

thepld road. 

They had a locomot ive,but loaded by hand,thls was not a standard 

gauge engine nor was it a narrow gauge,lt was 1n between,track was lay_ 

ed from the mill to the foot of Elk Mountain or a distance at approxi~a_ 

tely 4 miles·/Y/IlllIU/!INI/1I O.M Rook now a farmer at Stamping Creek 11&11 one 

of the lOcomotive engineers as wen as William Waugh tben of Rcmuevsrte. 

The sawyers "ere Eert Roberts and 1.0 Smith" and 1t 11&11 •• tDat84 ~.l' 
cut bet~cen 5 and 6 million feet at this set.This lumber 11&11 .oetlJ Red 

and 7."hite Cal< with Some Chestnut and was shipped out abollt .. fut .. 

it "ss saroed as mo4t of it went to the Government and aoatlr 

bers cut from Uhite Oak. 

This ql'ratton finished up in 1915 the 11111 .... '."-Ia.1 
---"O"l1JQlIzl - "~<I 1 t -:-____ .:.... __ _ 

1 tJ'. 8 lI1ob. 
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Lutz And ~aclnlsh paGe 2_ 

south the log englnE~2 or 3 10" train t > 
I.l rue .. s were bought by A. V 

of p
e

nncylvan la and at t hat time. operating nCar Bartow nEar t he 
hf'5d of the GrEenbrier River . 

They ecployed someth i ng like 2 0 men on tbe mill and 1n the 

woods besides 6 that operated ·the train and kept up the track there_ 

fore the payroll of this lUmber job meant a lot to Pocahontas County 

and especially to Marlinton a8 the cloth1ng and grocery stores did 

a flouriehl'ng bus iness during t he ti me the timber of th is county 

was b e l'ng operat'ed as t he woodsman ha.d to have warm clothing and 

plenty of good Bubstantial food. 

Thfs ope rat ion did not affect tbe growth of Pocahontas County 

1n the l eas~ di r ectly but the taxes this company paid helped with 

our cou.~ty gover nment . 

There is no trace of th~s operation at this time • 

Informat1on-J.V McKenney 
0.1.: Hook 

Couxt Records 

!larllnton '!'l. Va.Rfd. 
Millpoint " 

Mar l t'nton 'I 

-

• 

/:lac! l ta ... -::::=:::::::=. _______ 1:: 



• • • 

1 

f 
! 

-1-

l~e lle Y . I!CLAuch 1 1n 
-second Ave . 
1.~6 rllnton. W. Va . 

Cha p ter 4- Sect i on 4- Per t a 
( ) y~.,,.J'"""","::",~ 
~ 

The fi r s t s aw mill in t he Gr e enbank Community W88 

o Wn e d end o pe r ated by the pio n eer 11ooddells; Probably 

Jose ph Wooddell, the Revo l ut i onary War v e t e ran, that s et

tled on t he l ands of Thomes Cartmi ll and Abraha m I ngram. 

Ca rtmill conve ye d his l and to Abraham I ngr am on Jun~ 13, 

1 ?9a a nd Ing r am conveyed to rloodde ll about 1 800. I ngram 

may bave deve loped the water power fo r t his mill. The 

lumber t ha t finisbed t h e old 00 10n1a l mans ion house or 

Jacob i/arwl ok a t Cl over Li ok was s e wed on this mill and 

was r urn l shed by Mr . :",ooddell about one hundred Bnd tw-

enty- f i ve years ago . J;' tilt hammer was installed at 

this mi ll which wa s great ly needed by the p10neers in 

maki ng t ool s and i mpl ement s of iron and steel. '!'hi. 

ma chine was used i n drawing out Bnd tlanning large iron 

Bnd st eel to r making wagon t i r es, horse shoes, shovel 

pl ows , bolt s , ne ils and s hapi ng out heavy iron work. 

1\~ . R. l\' . Brown , who geve me the 1nformation on th ••• tir.' 

mil l s, thinks 1t very doub t f ul whether the people who DOW 

11 ve i n t he town at Greenbank know that a maohln. or tb1a 

kind, called the Tilt Hammer, was operated In tb1. towD. 

The sight of t he old mill and tilt bammer 1. on ~. lan4 . 
at Henry i'looddell; t he pit and emban~ent8 ma, be .... 

on the west 81de or the road between l':a rtln Sutto.'. 

blacicsmi th shop and Henry \700ddel1' 8 ho use. 

raoe 1a now used tor the county road. Th1s mill 

greet lebor eaver tor th. OOlllDuni ty a nd bad 1 t. m ..... 
the early development ot the oOlllDun1ty. 

, 
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Harmon Conrad of Frederiok Coun-.:y, Maryland . pur

oha sed the William Taylor Grant rrom John Brown on August 

3 . 1799, and began to harness the water power of North 

Fork Which was cal led Ca rtmills Creek at that time. Hie 

son, SOlomon Conrad , who was a veteran of the War of 1812, 

efter gOing through the war and being honorably discharged, 

took charge of the home place. About 1840 , be .bu1lt and 

operated an up and down saw mill until the close of the 
Civil \'Ia r. 

In connection wi th the sew mill he had a dry 

kiln, and a lways had some ot the ver y best white pine lum-

ber to sell. In tha t day no log was sawed into lumber 

unleas it was the very bes t. This mi ll was a great benefit 

in the development and advancement of the Greenbank com-
munity. 

The old mill site and the Solomon Conrad bome-

stead, has been the home at o. L. Orndorff', a grandson. who 

in 1 893 employed Robert J. Burns to J.·~roof' and Weatherboard 

the old borne; and Newton Ervin and \fe rwiok Lludson to re-

bUi ld t he chimneys. 
Thia is the oluest house in the Green-

bank Community, baving s t ood one hundred and f'if'teen years 
or more. 

It is on colonial style, with its massive ob1~ 

in a f i ne state ot preservation and haa the appearanoe or 
standing another oentury. 

neys, old time fire plaoes , and spacious mantels. 
It 18 

Along about the year of 1025 Or 1830, John Yeag.~ 
bad erected a Saw mill on Block run, a branch or Nortb 

Fork, and lJui l t edam aorosa tIle run wi til rooke, whioh .a. 
e oomplete Piece at masonry ; t he wall Was &bout thlrt ... 

reet high and about two hundred teet long . the in_ide ... 
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r 111e d Wi t h olDy and d1rt at en aDe le of about one to one 

snd a ha lt'. ,,'hen tbe dam weB rull ot water, it oover ed 

S bou t e n a c re ot ground. i.'ne v enerabJ.e John E . li ut!l. , when 

a younes man, worked fo r J\~. Yeag er end s awed lumotlJ: on his 

mi l l. He s aid that the dam "8~ 1 .......... ut moun'lOt:l. ... n trout, tll1d 

t ba t he would start tbe mill to s8wln~ , then h~ WOu~~ C~ LCu 

trout ror ten or :fl:fteen ral nut es until the mill had run the 

l ine; d uring the day he would oatc b a ba sket ot fisb and 

keep t he mill running at the same t i me. This old mill 

site 1s a bout two miles f rom the Yeager Homestead snd the 

Allegheny Battlefield , on the Bl oc k Run. The Yeager mill 

dam blocked the run; henc e the name "Block Run". The North 

Fork Lumber Company 1n building t heir r ailroad tore down 

part of t he wall to make room fo r their track. The 11ne 

or the Uonongahel a Nationa l Forest passes through the old 

mill dam . This mill was a g reat h elp to the settlers on 

the top. of t he Al l egheny Mountain. The tinish lumber tor 

the old l og chur ch on the k llegheny MountBin was 8awed on 

this mi ll. 

The first t imber cut for export was out just 

before the Civil ,iar at Cass by James AUs" Pr1o". '1'1118 

was sent down to J.iarlinton an d sawed OD an up al14 40WIl 

saw mi ll about one half mile abov" Marlinton where Blyer

side now ls. 

The Nor t h found out during the 01y11 -ar •. bI~ 
the .. hi te pine in the Gr e enbrier VaU",. 

Cl ay of New York. a friend 

beck to see about 1t. In 
of the Roo"e .. 1' ~ 

1876 he had out; .... ~ ... 
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Ronoevorte 

• Lhe neorest railroad , a larGo OlDount of white 
p1 ne e 

The 1'irst oircular 881'1 mill end stearn englne ... n 

brough t to the Greenbank Communi t y was in the year 1884 . 

It was located about one hundred ya rds east of the county 

r oad on Di sma l Run and was owned by 8 mSD by the nB me at 

Pai n . Tbe mil l was operated by a man by the name ot Wi l

liam F' . Gum. The name Dismal Run ceme f rom the tact that 

the whl te pine and hemlock trees stood 80 thick that the 

sun could not penetra te the tollage of the trees and the 

p+8 ce was so dark aod gloomy that the early settlers dubbed 

1 t wi t h the name " Di smal Run ll
• 

During the 80'5 and the 90 t s the St . Lawrence Boom 

and Manufacturing Company at Ronceverte cut hundreds or mil

lions of feet of white pine. All of this white pine waa 

driven down the Greenbrier to Ronceverte. During this 

time they constructed a splash dam ao r osa Rosin Run and , when 

they had the logs rolled in, they turned the dam looae and 

floated the log. to North Fork, thenoe to the Greenbrier 

River end on to Ronoeverte • . They began to open the daa 

on t he l ogs about the latter days ot Februar. and sboa' tbe 

first of I.!ay, 1883 , they oompleted the drive to tile 1I0lrtll 

Fork. About h'o mill i on reet or white pine wae dri". 

down th e Rosin nun by the s plash dam 8711'''' Tbia lIOlrt 

was under th e supervision of Alex MoLain aDd B. A. Y ...... 

The old splash dsm is on t he lands now 0 ... 4 by J. B. la,,, .. 
Tbe .:;t . Lawrenoe DOOm and l.ia nuraoturill8 CoIII1J&II7 also l1li' 



-5-

oherry , walnut, ash, d en poplar , end floated it down the 

river on rafts to Ronoeverte . They perhaps cut more cherry 

than al l the other kinds ot timber put together . 

The r a fting pOints wers, Clove r Lick , St ony Bottom, 

~':8rlinton, Buckeye, and Seabert. 

The n the r ai l roads ceme end the oak , pine, he~ . 
lock, and spruce, known 85 the "Norther n hardwood mi xture" 

begaD to be developed. 

The first bi g company to come into the count y 

afte r the r ailroad was built was the r/es t Virginia Pul p 

and Paper Company at Casso After for ty year s , i t 1 s still 

1n operation. For twenty- five year s they sent out a t ra i n 

load of twenty- five cars to Covington daily. h t onB t i me 

there were thr ee thousand men a D their payroll. This is 

the only oi g operation in the county at the present time. 

They are doing a lot of f l ooring and finishing lumber. Ir 

anyone in Pocahontas County were to order flooring rrom 

Montgomery Ward &. Company , it would probably have OOMe trom. 

Cass . The .Iest Virginia Pulp an<1 Paper Company us. modern 

f or estry me thods so as to provide for 8 continuous orop. 

The bes t measure<1 a cre of spruoe in the OOUDty aut 

144 , 000 f eet. f hi s was a t Ii.ountain .L.lok Hun OD W1Ul_ 

Ri ver. 

About 1904, the Cherry R1ver Lumb.r CompauJ .tart-

e <1 opera t ing in the County . "hey operU.d rOI' tb1I"~ 1IS.1N 

through t he county and are st1ll outt1ng. 

For a number of years there • • 1'. teD tDOU.aa4 ... 

at work on t he various lumber operation •• 
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bas pr aa uoed mor e 

iSSi ppi Ri ver. 
ti mber than 

any County east or t be Mls8-
a bout ~u 15 wb 1 

h 
• en umbering waa at ita 

eight , th e population or tho oounty Wss about twenty-two 
thousand per sons . imen most of tho operations had cut out 

the popula tion decreaseA ten 
u. thousand . 

The f ollowing were saw mill towns 
an av e ra ge 
with ' population 

, 

ot t hree hundred: Wi ldell , May , Gertrude, Burner, Notting

ham, Thornwood, Wataga, CampbelltowD, S tilwell, ReintowD. 

,linterburn, Hosterman, Clover Liok, Warn Town, Raywood, 

De er Greek, and Denmar. 

et1en . 

Many hundreds of mi l es ot railroad 1I8e in oper

All of t he companies operating at tho above named 

towns had railroads. some as much as seventy-five miles. 

Besides these large operations, there were many 

fair sized ones. 

The c ut over l and has been largely takeD up by the 

Uni ted s tates Governmen t for the Monongahele National Forest, 

which owns seven t y per cent ot the area ot the oount7o The 

State of ;,est Virginia owns twenty-two tllousBD4 a" •• 1n 

state parks . 

The l argest l and hold1ngs 1n the oount 7 

the ','Ies t Vi r ginia Pulp end Paper CompalQ', 

Lumber Company , and the Pooahont •• 'reDniD. oa~1U 
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In referenoe to the operations or ~he St. Lawr enc e 
Boom and M 

anutactuTlng Company which I mentioned on page ro ur, 
the first White . 

p1ne cut t o be driven down th e riv er t o them 
at Ronceverte 11 , was in 'th e yea r 1882 Bnd John Dr i sco we s 

the rna 
n who had the con trac t. The white pine was cu t on 

tbe Uoore f arm at Dunmore . About e year l a t e r, Cap.t • • l\.. E . 

Smi th Bnd J ames Whl ting under the fi r m nBme o-r Smith and 

Wh iting started cutting white p i ne on La ur el Run wher e Den-

mar now is . 'l 'hey eu t here and on Knapps Cr e e k fo r s1x o r 

ei gh t years and each year had ten million f eet ot white 

pine driven down Knapps Greele and Greenbrier River t o 

the S t . Lawrence Boom Bnd Ma.nufacturing Co . at Ronceverte . 

fla,,-<- -~ t..<LJ-L A., c .... I,,~ .1" 01"-
, 

~') "" 
,. 
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The Dr oof'Y LumbE r c o mpany · 

In 1 906 J R Droney of tbe state of Nen York came to 

i'iest Vi i -~ t c r g .ala t o buy s ome timber land he came to poc~~on as o. 

and bough~ be tween ~OOO and 10/ 000 a c r es on the east aide of Gree

nbrier Riv er fr om Rock Run just above Burnside a flag stop of t he 

Grp£nbr l er Division of t he C and 0 Railroad to above Violet which 

is another stop flag station of the C and 0 then up Beav er Cr Fek 
by H (Ward Unde rwooda the entlrf' v a lley fro m there t owaxd Burr 

Vallry t h i s covered the entire arra of Ryles Mourtaln, Island Lick, 
Chicken House Rue which 18 just across the rive r fr om Se~bert,« Va. 

A mill site was selected at what 1s now known 

as Watoga,W.Va and ther~ the mill was set up it was a si ngl~ band 

mnl wh ich had a circula r saw s~t beside to cut the small log s . 

Th~y built 25 or mo r~ dwelling hous~B, a boarding house , a store 
building post off ic~ and school hOllBP,telephone service was ext

ended t her eand everything made ready to start operation whicb sta-

rt~d in Maroh 1906, James Cook of Buokeye and A.J Cook at Seebert 
If. Vao oontraot~d t he skidding but George McComb of Wataga and Idd 

Wh iting of Pennsylvania ski dded up .Beaver Creek and a million 

feet els.where on the job" Morr is and Kimes also had a ~oontraot 

during the operation of this tr~ot of timber. 

Around 175 men were used in the woods . on the 

train ,on the mill and l oad~ r 2 l ocomotives and 1 

30 to 40 horses R_R tracks were l aid from the mill at •• ~\C~~~ 

to Violet and up Beaver Creek, other tracks were 

Chicken House run and to the head of Island Lick ~B. 

This company opprated for 

or 1910 and ran into difficulty and a npw 

this time it operated under the name Of Tomb 

William Tomb of Philad'elph1a, Pa. was Gen .. ral 
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Page 2 
Droney Lum.Co. 

B. G.Smith . 
anoth pr 4 yrara or unt1l 1914 and they t o were 

forced t o quit and this tim. it 
Was taken over by Watag a Lu_ 

mbe r Company receiverSh ip f tb or e oompany thp j ob was com_ 
pleted in 1916. 

This Wataga operation meant a l ot to this Bec

tion of the country as it furnished a market for surplus farm 

pr oduots of the surrounding territory namely dairy products 

poUltry. eggs/ ~eat~~d 

J 001 house and tlP c o unty 

truck crops . Th e Company built a Bch_ , . 
furnished the teacher for the children 

of the employees . Sunday School and pr eaching were held in 

the school bui l ding fo r the inhabitants of this lum~r town. 

ApprOXimately SO million fe et were cut at Watoga 

besides the tan bark that was peeled and sh ipped out., to 

tanneries allover the United St at es. ~ages paid at Watoga 

W6P I. 50 to $2 .00 with board or $2 25 to $3.00 and board 

yourself . the l umber was all shipped out and the mill taken 

down part of the rail and other equipment was bought by tbe 

Neel and Son Lumber Company operating near the head of tbe 

Gr eenbrier River t he r est was disposed of elsEwbere and abl

pped out of the c ount r y. at the close of tbis operation th. 

houses with a suitable plot of ground was Bold to tbe pe'~~l' 

Ie fr om other sect ions of the state most 

red people and today we find a number of 

ing there,with a store,Poatoff1ce,and a sohool 

enough children to run a school.Tbe Government 

the mountain land to grow in to a foreet. 

One of my informants George MoComb 

years old worked at Watoga at day work aleo 

her informant Dennie Dunn worked 



\ r1ved tra~ h1. 7erry_boat. 
~a 18 Wat aga. Wh1ch 11 &l>l>roxiaatr 'T t
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1.1 (-/40 Coaanerce And Indue try--S.O Smith ~pocahonta.9 
..-_ ----------- Hl11 8boTo.~.va. 

county. ______ ~ -
--------8p l c e RI.U1 Lumber compony#'·L----

In 1912 Jamra Flynn of Charleston KaW"ah County came to Pooahontas 

County l ooking tor timber and upon locating wbat be wanted went back to 

Cbarlest on and torme4 a company and 1n it were James Flynn,Gu8 and Uark 

Flynn along witb some other stockholders at Charleston,and new York and 

form1ng wbat was known as The Spice Run Lumber Company wb ich operated 

a sbort distance below Beard,W,Va or near the mouth of Spice Run on the 

Greenbrier R1ver. 

Tbe tlr8~ t~er bougbt was from J.R Drooey,The pocahontas Timber Co 

Ino.and L.y Arbogast a Real Estate operator all on the last side of tbe 

Greenbr1er River and extending up the river to !he Maryland Lumber Co. 

cutt ings. 

They started operat ion in 1913 aaet in a single band mill buil.t 

25 dwelling houses for the men and their famil1es,a boarding house 

and a company store in which the Post Office was kept. 

They had 2 l.ocomotives and a loader R.R tracks were built from 

the mill at Spice Run across the Greenbrier River and up the bollow. 

to the head of Spice Run and Davy.s Run and in the immediate Bection 

of the Beaverlick Mt. this was standard gauge and was built mostly .1~ 

Italian labor. 

W.C Barlett of Cincillnati Oh1:o and Charue Briggs of Glen RaJ 

W.Va r,ere Superintendent. for the Spice Run Lambe I' COmp8llJ,Barlett 

at the first of the operation and Briggs after,R.I Turp1n~ of Pa. 

and a man' by' the name of Brosious were the book teeper8,SDd Dr 1 • 0000h 

and Rich were the Company doctors. 

The mill was st on what was known as the Rube 1I01t8 .... r 01' the 

Joe perkins farm . 

They employed some 125 men in the woods. on. the mll1.lIIUl em ,~ 

train and the OOmmon labprera received from $2.50 to .3.00 a __ 
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Spioe Run Lumb~ Company 12 

Hill sboro 
1Y. Va. . Poc~~ontaB County 

Raving part ially f i nished on tb e Fast aide of tbe Gr eenbrie r 
Ri ver the 

Y deoided to buy timber on the west side of the river th e ir 
tra i n m k1 

. a ng dai ly trips up the C & 0 line t o Uill Run and up Mill Run 

cross i ng te State Road on a spur of Droop Mountain about ,Ii miles below 

H1'llsboro thence Up and across Caesar Mountain to Bru:freys Creek and to 

Lobel~a and up Hill~reek to the head or to t~ Cherry River CUtting,t~ 
bough.t timber from the following, 

( Location) 
Nancy R and G ,H Dean-Near Lobella-

A.M& J.y Simmons RU8~ Run 

A. D. W Htll 

Edwin L Beard 

G.¥F&Mary H Htll 
J. C Kinnison 

J.W & L. M Bobbett 

J.L & Sarah V Clows¢ 

A.VI & Meta J Hill 

C.M & Azlia Anderson 

DrOOp Mt. 

Cherry Hi ver 

Near Lobelia. 

Bruffeys Creek & Ht~18"eek 
Hl1lsG-eek 
~)~ .. .. 

George & Mar y E Sutt on---Near Lobelia 

R. C & Armlnda V Cutlip _ Droop Mountain 

'L. C & T. C MCMll110n----___ Hil1S~eek 
All en & N. C Spinks ____ .. 

J.W Dwyer --- Bruffeys And Hflls~eek 

R.M & Ella Bruffey-------Hills~eek 

VI. Va Pulp And Paper Co_- .. and Spice Run 

G.A & Flrence Hull .. 
W.D & Bessie Morrison Rush Run . 
W.W & Rachel Kinnison Bruffeys Creek 

I.A & Mary E Hodges --- Hllll:6feek 

J & Rebecca May ___ Locust Creek 

P.H & Lula R McNulty _ Bruffeys Creek 

S.A & Emma V Sparks __ Rush Run 
Sallie H Rogers _____ I I 

John G & 111zabeth Beard __ Near Hillsboro & Cae ... 
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co~er e And lnduotry --6.0 Smith 
Sa!0e Run L b HillDboro 

-- -~---~-~~-~~ *3 
R.V Beard --__ Caeo&r Ut . 

~ary B OOul t er --___ Near Spice Run. 
Samu~l & Lucy Sheets -Droop Mt . 

l\"aro. Lumber Co . --BrUffeys &' Hillscreek . 

W.R & Florence MCCOY--_Br utteys Creek. 

J.M . L & Georgie Vaughn -Hillsoree~ • 
G.B & Iberia H111. _ •• 
8.J & Ada Payne . _ 

Geor ge A.Kinnison (land) 
.. 

Andy Carter 

D.M Kinnison 
-- Caesar Mt. 

Bruffeys Cr eek. 
Mar y C Mor r ison ___ Rush Run • 

G. A Kinnison Bruffeya Cr e€k. 

J . W Roder ick ---~lear the mouth of Spice Run. 
1.M Ar bogast . __ A 

Nathan iel Hollandsworth _ Bruffeys Creek. 

And Righi>- of~ Way from t~ fOllowing. 

J.!.! & R. B Cutlip. 

G.G & Georgia Beard. 
s. C & !linnie Dean. 

J.F & Uar y B Brook. 

J.L McNeel 

M.L & llizabet h Beard~ 

llli s & Salli e E McCarty~. 

J.W Kinn i son 

W. R & W.B Williams. 

J.F & Ida J Darnell. 

George F & Nevada S Alderman. 

1 d..-in Moore • 

• S Mcneel th£ W.H Callison farm. 

Pooahontas Co . 

The cutting and skidding was mostly dane by QQft~ 
o,,1i1g men had contracta-su Dean of Lobella had (I) 

Rose also of Lobelia had (t) tau and 4 



• B 
c 
c 

Mor 
Po 

Pin 

Cae: 
MCNf 

/:: 
Cl'Pf'k t 
bad tt?o 
by tbp l 

lOCOlZlo tJ 
frol!J BUck 
"el"e l and! 

on tbE" tra 

or Charl es' 
no .!!laney I 

.t,h:l.1 abed 
bed f'.!l!pl 
rF11 !::f'a 
tbf" mar l 
butter, 

Comm~roe And InduBtry 

~£!~e RUll LllnIber C 
~---------- . ~ 

--S.G S~th POCahontas HUlaboro 
*3 

H.V Beard --__ Caesar Ut e 
~ry B COUlter --___ Near Spi ce Run. 
Samuel & Lucy Sbeets -Droop Ut. 

Warn Lumber CO.--BrUffeY8 ~ Hl11ecreek. 

W.R & Florence MCCoY ___ BrUf~eya Creek. 

J.M.L & Georgie Vaughn -Hl11ecreek • 
G. B & Iberia H111._ II 

S.J & Ada Payne " __ 

George A.Kinnison (land) 
" 

-- Caeear Mt. 
Andy Carter 

D • .M Kinnison -- Bruifeys Creek. 
Ma ry C Morrison ___ Rush Run • 

!.LA Kinnison Bruf'feys Cre£k . 

J. W ROderick ---~1ear the mouth of Spice Run. 
I.M Arbogast . _A 

Nathan i el Hollandsworth _ Bruffeys Creek. 

And Right-- of ... Way from tJ:e following . 
J .y & R.B Cutl ip . 
G.e & Georg ia Beard. 
S.C & Minn ie Dean . 

J . F & l!ary H Brock. 

J. L McNeel 

M.L & Ilizabeth Beard • 

lllis & Sal lie E McCarty. 
J. iV Kinnison 

W. R & W.B Williams. 
grE'atly 1 

T _ V Tadlo 
.!!Iilli l 

.. 1t~ 

J.F & Ida J Darnell. 

George F & Nevada S Alderman • 

ldwin Moore. 

J . S ~cneel the W.H Callison farm. 

Co. 

Tbe cutting and skidding was mostly done by contractor. aDd 

owing men had contracta-sam Dean of Lobelia had (I) tea. BD4(" 

Rose also of Lobelia had (i l team and (4) men,aeorge Deaa 

• 

• 
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,~a oommace And I d B.O .84111-h 
n uatrY-S.G .S Hillsboro ' - .' 

--- Spice Run Lumbe .( .Va •• Pocahontas Co. 
r CO!1lpany 

had (3) teams and 10 .---, ~-
men.I.N Clutter f 

Nathnn1el Holland 0 near Lobelia had 5 teams and 12 men, 
BWartb had from 3 t of these men had 0 5 teams and ftrom 10 to 15 men,eacb 
campa for the men and built stables for their borsee,and 

bes1des the COmpany had 3 ~ .,.. camps operat ing just one at a t l.me one was at 

the DEan Hollo" On the main Hills h Creek,one at John Eagles ,and the at er 
at Spruce Run.I2 teams and f 1 50 men were used at these campS with the 01 0-

rring men as bos8 O~aO~d.tfor.man,Nathsn1el Hollandsworth,Toney Kershner, 
Rf'm R I 'a! ex Blrd. or pocahontas co. 

ua agel'S all of Pocahontas County and John Rosaie ofl Greenbr1er Co. 
Charles B Larue was blacksmith he being of Hillsboro ,8.nd Dr uarv1n C Smith 

also ~f Hillsboro was the veterinary in charge of the horses when they got 

sick or crippled and needed medical t~tment. 

Tom Snyder was general superintendant for a while and Lovie Vaughn of 

Lobelia and George Dolan of Mill point were foreman of the improvement gang . 

At each of tbe company camps you found a ¢~ store so the men could 

get tobacco ~~d clothing without coming out to Spice Run. 

Mrs Georgia Vaughn run a private boarding bouse that took care of some 

of the men and especially the foremanB and their wives and the General Sup

erintendant and other officials of the company ate there:At LDe~7)A. 
Accidents occurring on th"is operation were Archie Taylor of Renick,W. 

a section hand being run over by a train, and Romey Dorman of Beard ~~~/a 

brakesman on the train was crushed to death by a log that rolled from one 

of "the train flat carBo 

When they were running steady they cut something like 700 thousand 
a month and the best information I was able to get they o~t in the nelgb-

, 
borhood of 100 million during their operations at Spioe Run astbe, ~ OYt 

in the neighborhood of 23,000 acres this was on the laat 81~e of the oree
nbrier River and wbat tbey operated on and near Caesar lit, Bruffep aD4 B111l 

Creeks and upto tbe Cherry River Cuttings at the bead of Hl11. Ore ••• 

Robert S Larue of Hillsboro was store man in the company .,O~ ... 

Spice Run. 

This operation furnished Employment to score. of wood .. ea 

county as "ell as the surrounding counties and the 11ttle l1JIIbI~ ' \ci" 

of Spice Run Consumed tb~ surplus farm produots from 
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• and FA . was J ohn Cottman was 

one o.f"the 
engineers he 1s now 74 years ol d and be tell s 

me h e has fOl l or,ed ' 
of the 43 WOOds Work fox 43 years and that from 27 t o 30 years 

were spent 1 
i neer as be l' k n POCahontas Count y and moet l y as a Or ed On 
bel' operat " BOrne of Pocahontas County 1s l eadi ng 

Loc omot i ve eng-. 
and larger tlm-

mS.Homer p 1 t 
a n er,Roy Shone,and Matt Gladwel l were also engin-ee . 

1'6 as wel l as Heaston 
m Knapp who was eng i neer .fireman and brakesman . " alter Wiseman 

was saw fl I er and sawyer fo r a t ime ,Fl oyd Lovellace \"las 
al ao sawyer for a time. 

The two l ocomotives were brought to Spee Run f r om Bemis, W,Va ~ 

bought from ~he TIhe~l er Lumber Co , who bad fin i shed up at Bemis . 

Upon my vis i t to Spice Run the scene of th is operat ion I only f o

und 2 housea standing out of the 25 ori ginall y built t ber e Mr s Bl ancbe 

Dor man the wi do'7 of Romey Dorman that was kill ed on tb i s ~rat i on lives 
in one of these houses and the othEr rented to d i ffe r ent pe opl e at di f 
fer ent t i mes as i t is gener ally rented to the r enter of t he far m and 

now rent ltl t o I di th CallelJ.an. The R R steel waB mostly l eased from tbe C & 

o and was taken up and returned to them.the mi ll and machinery was shi

pped to Spring Cr eek and put i n qera tion the~. 

They owned something l ike 15 000 acr es on t he last side of the 

Gr eenbr ier Ri ver aQd today t he GovE.rnment 0'7ns that , but the Spice Run Lum

ber Company at ill onns 200 a cr es on the \'le st side where the mill Bet 

and whe r e a ll the houses we r e built. Th is operation finished up in 1925. 
I nformat i on ____ Joe Cochrao_-seard .W,Va . (Laborer 00 this operation) 
------- - Bl anche Dor man ___ I I I I (Wi do. of a train man) 

iHnter s Cochr an___ I I I I ( Bl acksmith on the job) 
Lov ie Vaughn----__ H ill s~o, II (Sectm Foreman) 
Frank Knapp ------Denmar. II (Lumber Piler) 
J ohn Goffman ____ Marlinton , " (lng ine. r) 

Nathan i el HOll andsworth _Spice , I I (Boss and CC'"1;nlO1~~ 
Court Recor ds Mar]nton, W, Va. 
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JOooabon tae Count y 

Co~rrc~ J~d Induetry 

8 .0 .Smith r 't'3l'''' 0' 
R ill_boro. 11'. Va 

AIIlf'rlcan 801WDiPAnd. LUII1~r Company--__ _ 

ThE' AlZIPrlcan Colunwand. Lumbl'!r Oompany at St. Albans 
-ltb ~.~. r Stark of t hat oity supt and genpral manager came to 
POCahontas County on the quest of timber and .&8 1nform~d that the 
:~~11o tlC broth ere namely w~ Look, and George ot

l 
Buckpye, ~ar-

ton and. Charl est on rt>speotlvely b-a:1 a traot tor sale. 

They bought t his boundry of timber for $40.000.00 
Which provE'd. to have 34 million feet on it . 

They oontracted tbe manufacturing of this tlmb_ ;1' to the Em Ixl l eme" broth ers namely George and Samuel ot Cedar Grove 
Anawah county • Bartholeme"s had a etngle band mill which they Bet 

ClosE' thE' BuckeyE' station of tbe C & 0 railroad this timber wae 10-
catpd on Cav~ Cr~~k , Eucks Run, Dry Cr~ek and tbe h ~ad waters of 

MCCl 1nt1c Run 00 V.cCiintio bomestead, there was approximately 700 acr_ 
Pe of this timber both hard and eoft wood . The boundary run by the 
Pinnacle ROCks, thenc~ to the Billie Sad thence t o the Campbell Lumb~r 
Co mpany . cuttings, then running with the far ms of the foll owing Hannah 
MCNe11l, L.A H~:fnpr, .II!.J McNe ill, L'R OVerholt, Wil liam C. MCNeill, 

Jo 0 Cay , W. Flem1ng, A and H, Shelton, H,C Rog~ra. D. A ~ONeill,and 
J ape r AUldridge. 

QUite a little l umber town grew up at Buokeye station 
boarding house and 10 or b I2 dwelllnga hOU8~S. 

The mill was eet railroad tracks were laid up Swago 
Creek to th~ timber and ev~rythlng made read~ to start operation they 
had two l Ocomotives and a steam loader tbese were put on tbe tracks and 
by thp llSF of iron cables and steel drums th~y were able to take the two 
locomotives and the steam log l oad;;-across the Greenbrier River not far 

from BuokFye stat10n this Was very dangerous task as they wpre heavy but 
were landed sately on the oppOsite side of the river. 

About 100 men were used on the mill. in tbe woods and 
on th~ train the common laborers were paid frOm $5 to ;~ a day. J. ~ Yille, 

Charleston/ took the contract to do the skidding he worked a while madp 
no mooey and Was forced to give it up the ~lcan-Colum And Lumbfor 00. 
fini s hed the skidding which Was done with horses • This operation furni8_ 
h~d ~mployment for workmen from the surrounding territory and this pay_ 
r~ll m~ant a lot to this s ection of Pocahontas County besides the payroll 
the mark~t for surplus commodities of the Swago Community namply .ggBfi"r 
butter, potatoes • meats, and vpgetables. The schoole enrollm.nt w.. tJ 

br~atly increased in number . The church Was grratly benetitt~d &8 Rpy. 
T . V Tadlock 8 baotbFT in law ot thf BartholompwB and a rptirf'd Prf'.bJ'tfl_ 
rian min1ster had Sunday School and preaching paoh SUnday in thf' after_ 
noon with good attend""ce, George B,i rtholomew assisted ~ 
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y/r f~ Ameri can 
J Pocaabontas,Oo . 
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Pa&e 2-_______ _ 
Oolumn And Lumbe~ -... Co __ _ 

Chapter Seven. 

S.G . Sm1tb __________ _ 

H11lsboro,W.Va. 
with the Sund~YSchool Tb . E'se 

stance of local talent raised tbe new comers w1th tbe help and ass1-
morall of Swago Commun1ty . 

• large percent of the people living 1n this little lum_ 
ber town were tax payers tbereb -

support of our count · over Y helping run o~ schools and to tbe 
finished up and y g nment, which was greatly missed.. when they 

mOved away. 

received orderBT~e lumber Was graded and shipped out &s ~a8t as tb ~y 
h t or it to go to different parts ot the country besides 

w a was Bold locally . BartholomewB flnlBh~d up sawing in the spring 
of 1917,the Sores Bold out and quit business most of the families moved 
out to find employment else"here but for several years ~ome of these 
b 

houses were occupied but today there 1s no trace of this operation as 
tbelocatlon where the mill set 1s being farmed by John Buckley the owner 
of the mill site then and today.Pocahontas County was rich in natural 

r €soursea but the greatest was her timber which l eft payr ools 1n each 
section of the county r.hlch helped it develop other resours€s but chi_ 

efly coel,bht q~te art area of this once wooded area has been cleared 

up pat in grass that affords abundance ot pasture for cattl.e and abeep 
which thp.f~mer~ sell to make a l.iv1ng since the timber haa all. been aut. 

Information. George Bartholomew-------H-~.la8ero,.,Va. 

Court record8.---~11nton.WtVa. 
k.\V.l!cNeill. Buckeye .W.Va. 

J.L.Eollard. Buckey.e.W.Va. 
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Snbjeot nat 111 <9' ·c.amm.~r.Q.~-&"~l.ndu6t:ry.Lumber_ p. I/.A~ ___________ __ __ _ 

Roap-ar ch 1'lorl:er S.G Smith 

Typist ,S. ' G Smi tb 
- -- -.. -- ' . . ---- ----------

F~ lcd 
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om:nCr o€ And I nduB trY.S.G Smi th Hill 
abaro . W. Va. Pocahontas Co. - Lumbe x_ 

In 1915 Paul Golde n of Marl inton \7ent into the lumber business 

and hi e f irst operations ,','ere on Clover Creek near Cloverllck and on 

BrOlYllS Cre e k but this operat ion was on Spruce Flats near Buckeye ,having 

bought a 90 acre boundary of timber from Bessie and W McClintic of Buck_ 

£ye f or $1. 000. 00 this tract was formally the ~arshall , McGraw land. 

Gol den employed Floyd Lee originally from Dakls_nd Maryland who 

had a circular mill to do the sawing Lee ~as sawyer. Frank Jordan and 

Summ~ Galford of iVoodrow on LalU'e l Creek did the cu.ttlng and sk1dding 

they had a camp . Lee had a camp and boarded the mill men this ope rat1on ' , 

finished up in IS and it" was found they had cut 600. 000 feet which was 

wagoned out to BuckEye and Marlinton for shipment where ever he could 

get an order for lumber.From herE Golden vent to operate near the Va. 

lin!: on Allegheny Mountain .• 

Information-John C McNeUl • .suckeye.~1 .Va. 

G.Preston Moore. Uarlinton. W.Va. 

Court Records . , , , , 
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o.:Jea rc b 1I0r1:er samlli:c CL6..I!It. ,t£hL..._ 

~1Gt .S.~.Ee l G Sm1 th --._-_. - ---- - - -- - ----
:ource .T_~~~_s Haus e J Euckeye. Vi . Va . --_._- _._--

Court Records. Marlinton . W.Va. 
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And Industry. Samuel G Smtth H111eboro;;: . Va. po CE..ho!'ltas County. 

19 12 lm.u l OO ~dE'n of !.~ar lint on bought a tract of timber from S. !Lc . Di _ 

" a.l'Jd Bil'die 0 his Hi fe l ocat ed n ear Clov e r li c k and c ontaining 81 acres. 

,ldC'n had a c i rcular mill and did his arm sk1dding . 

I mory Anderson and Bert RobeJ:ts of !.1arllnton were aawyers and A.A Ruc 

kfr,l usta c e Brindle and J. L Jackson of Buckeye Cut the ti!t.ber and roben they 

be.d finished up i t wa s f ound they bad sal'led 600.0 00 17hich nas lIRgoned to 01_ 

o\'Er lick a.'1d sh i pped out ov e r tbe C & 0 • 

Go l den a lso operated a tract of 319 acres that he bought from R.H & 

.intH' Dud ley who liv ed in Agu s t County Va. but the timber was on ' Clover Creek 

rnd adjo i n i ng t h e lands of t h e f01lowrng S.E Hannah,J.J Coyner,Fdgar Dilley 

wd t h e Clov e r Cre ek Cattle Co. 

Th is s et cut out 9 00. 000 and WCB skidded by Golden and sawed by Robe-

:'t s an d Ande rson but cut by Camer on and KEmp Meeks. 

Golden also bought timber f rom t h e fo llowing the Wil liam P Hobsett , 
; i mbEr on Erm7ns Crcc:-k .a trac t fro m Thorney Creek Lu.'llber Co.in HuntErsvil le 

Ji s t r l c t . 
fl 

by Upon comp l et i on of h is timber ho l dings GoldEn so ld his mill to James 
Bur ges s • 

Informat ion _ Thomas Hause . Buckeye. VI . Va. 

Court Records . ~arlinton . W. Va . 

1ete y 

• 
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Salt Works 11'1 Pocnhontae 

J\imta S. D.1:! .. ey 
Clwer lJ;-k, W. Va. 
rc .... ~llrt .fI County 
lJar 2, 1940 
Ch . 4, SIle. 3b-4 

The main Balt factory was et the Blue Hole on Stony :reell: about one mile 

above C&lIpbell tOWfI . This wu !!I small salt spring l the tradition is that the 

wster ?'8S just of t he r ight sa ness It1 to boil corn neal ~b in . The 8i to of 

1s spring belonged to ener n ~ • n--
th G al A dr •• L. "",', It is sun-ad he surveyed it 

out on the same trip thet he surveyed Usrlins Bottom in 1151 . 

Alo!lg 801:.e time in the 1840's BaIt weB msde there by the Ide Captain 

Willinm Coc hran. He wished to increase the flow of salt _tar; He rigged up 
, 

a ti lt pole arrangement. linked hicko ry sapling together ~ bored a well 

sbou t 475 feet deep . Things ·eppee. red to be pe r fectly all rigbt .. hen they 

quit work: one evening . ':.1181'1 the men returned to "-ark nttl !!laming they found 

the ~'el1 had blo'.:'n up and ruined the outfit . The spring !leVer nowsd again. 

It htia a lways bE-en supposed that the drill had tapped 11 ;ocket of gaa. The 

''':Ork \I;as abandoned. ?his spring was in the fi eld now belongug to ere . 
:.:ergaret BaJ:ter , not 'fe r fro!1J the forks of'the" r oad . 

In Marlinton , yae ra and years and years leter, salt water. aad a 81D!11 11 

flow of gas v;as encounte r ed in s. weter well at. abou~ the same depth reached 
by ~il1ill.!lI Cochren . 

, 
The tradition pe reiate that salt was !!!ade in pione~ times at Clover 

Lick , The old lick apring i, now in tha .dge of Clover Cra.k , not for Upotr ... , 
from the backwat,r of Berry Coyner ' , powe r dam , D'er laT. b'""n , again ot 
lete yeers ) to COttle into the lick. 

This selt Spring together with the obundo.c. f 1 
...... 0 e Df"er whieb growe 

t.r- ound it. gave to Clove r Lick 't 
1 S liame . 

G, B, 5/3/40 
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"'to 2/25/4I 
---~ - - ---_._-_. -----

Rt.:l""II'nli lIorJ or Samuel G Smith -_ ... . ... _-_. 

'.Ior~ er 
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OOlwnerce And Indust r y . Samue l G Smith Hilla boro.w.Va.?ocahontas Co. 

In 1923 A.O Neil Bold to the Raine Lumber Co. the saw mi ll,ral1road , 

t'l'lgin eB,br l dges ,houB e a and so f orth,this was a band mlll for $ 230.000. 00 

the deed transfer~ed some 5 . 000 acres of timber in in the Huntersvi lle and 

renbank d istrict.This operation vias at Clover" Lick . The rai l road wa.a bu.11t 

up Laurel Run and Thomas Creek and passes over the divide to t~\'later8 of 

Thorny Creek. Joe Rain of the Ra~ Lumber Co.in charge,he 1s the son of Tho-

mas Raine and represents the seconu generation of a ve~ important lumber 

fami ly from Pennsylvania. 

The r evlnue stamps on the deed amounted. to $: 230.00 a goo'd deal of 

th.e timber' conv.eyed Ii,ea. on th.e road betw.een Hunt-eraville end Dunmore end is 

a well known forest. (Now seneca State For 'est' or· a part of it.) 

Taken :fi.xom Pocahontas Ti mes" By Price . Mar linton. W. Va. 
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And Induotry-s.G Sm1th,B111 aboro.TI ,Va.pocahontae Co. 

The UarYland Lumber Company. 

nt88 
I~ 19ro BomS men f r om pennsylvania and Uaryland came to Pocabo_ 

County and bought timber l ands at nenmar aggregating over rr , 000 

aeroa,of this 1653 4 was bough~ from T~ Ohaffey Wl~8on Lumber Company 

of l.lkina fo r wh1ch was paid $3 ce . 000. 00 th~ l and was l ocated on Ol d_ 

ham and IJauxel Runs , a tr.act Or' rather- a fa:rm for ' the mU1 site known 

as the Rankin faxm and purcbased t :rom L i.""lda Burna and husband acerage 

I78 and a small boundary fr om J. W Beard ot Beard,another tr.act ot» 

acre~ from L. S and Ef flie Cochran,and 33 ac~e~ de e ded b~ A.D Williams 

commissi oner of Bchool l ands. 

The me'n tha t- w.er:e in. t~ Mary'~and. Lumber' Company w,e~ tb~ fol_ 

lOw.1ngPre&:1den:t: &. ManBg8r ' J.A Denn:±sOIll,seCz.etaryJ S. W So:we~ ,Trea.s ,John 

G.Erns1r all of- Hagel'at"<>wn,Md, andV-ioe presuenlt D.S 1Ic11l:.t1: of Lew1.stoWD 

Pa. TM c.o"'PanYI was. a COl'p"",,1tjjon and ~ stock Bold mou1rl}'i tn and al'ounl. 

Hage.rat otm bu~ same at-oak was s:old in Pa-.Va .. & W.Va. 

This operatlon s1ral't-ed 1'ru MaY' 1910 tliil mllll was set between 1Ibe 

R-R and t ile Greenbde r R1y.er 1m _ bot-t-cm of The Rankin J'arm,tb1a . was 

a doublo band mlill.TlleYI e r ect-ed 25 dwell1lrg houses fo". __ end tbe-

lr famll lies a boar.dtng !rouse and a eo~any Store Olande D8DIlt8oa ... 

store man. and Post !.!aster at oenmar .A bridge .... bua~ eo. __ tile lII1Ter 

to th.e main tract of timber wh ich layed on J.auzel 8Dd ClM 

was surveyed by George lY Dunoan of Marlinton but 811\ 014 -(4!I: lIP

the following call s lih1.s was the 1n 19011.)ta:rttDc 111ft. ,~ 
anahan surv.Oy and thO landS of J.H Droney by ~ .~ 

branch ot K1nn1son Run to the John Kellison traot 8Dl 

w.e Burr and w1th J.R Droney. to Island Lick Run to 
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Conuner ce And I 
nduetrY· S .G Smlth ,Hl11sboro .W.Va.PocBhontae Co . 

- The Ua r y l d an Lumber Comp~~y_ PaSe 2-
th e PoaSe pl ace t o t 

h e c r eek to t h e corners of McClanahan and J~~eB Sw-

an Survey i n The Beaverllck ~ounta1nB to the Rider land then with the 

McOlanahan sune t 
y 0 the Bee Trougb~ Knob croBsing Oldham Run,to Josh_ 

ua Run ,to Wolf Lick Run. The Sherwood Tract started with the UcClanahan 

survey' taking in t-h.e J.ohn Burr traot, and another tract known as the 

Robert Burnside tract and joining the McConahan and James Swan survey 

1nc ludtng Mill Run.Thls land was conveyed to Chaffey l1ilaon Lumber Co. 

of l lklne by John.. T McGraw March, IO,I9C9 and deeded to The Uaxyland Lu.

mber Co. by Richard Cbaffey pres. of Chaffey Wilson Lumber Co. of Elkins J 

tv ,Va. Th is land was a.11 lay1.Tlg on t h e East s1de 04 the Gr.eenbr1er River . 

Rail road trackw&s layed from the mill up Oldham and Laurel 

Run ~9'on which t hey. ran 3 engines daily as they had ~] ,max .... engines and 

a Shay,they had 2 ~B and used 10 teams or 20 head of boraes ------in t he skidding ,Jake Carey was Woods Superintendent be was originally 

from Pa.but at t his ~me of Huntersv111e,W.Va.Camps were bu11~ for the 
~,I' I:-.Y' 

men and barns for the horses.Dr.Marvin 9!!!!lllr_a' the vetenna1'7 in ch-

arge of the sick and crippled horses.Henry Hufford waa Bhop,mlll and 

yard foreman and Dr. McEl wain waB the Company doctor 1D oharS •• 

At the first of the opetatlon they contracted the akld41q to 

l.p end Chester Hendrick but they only skidded a ahort 1:1 ....... tIl. 

, Company took it over and did the Skidding th_el\'e.,B~ .... 

from near Ren 1c k, ~ ,Va. 

J.Vance Dennison son of the 

Hammond Mann of Pocahontas County was k111.d br ... ~ 

some 15 ° men were employed on, th18 ope.'la _ .. " 

100, 000, 000 feet and sold off the lIorth 1aet 'DII.ttI" 



1 

Com~rce 

The 

--
And Industry,S .G Imlth.Hl11 Bborol~.Va.pocahontaB 
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~Bry and Lumber Oomp~~y_Page 3-

Co. 

Fr ank P Kl dd th en of Hillsboro and now of BearA,W,Va. 
~ which was Operated 

by him . 

Th e Maryland Lumber Company salved all kinds of lumber and fOT· ... ma..ny 

different- PUXPOS€s as. theY/' had a iath mill and made laths from Wblt-e Pl_ 

ne and other 60ft wood,and a~ the same time they had lumber cuZ fOT 

chai r backs , most al l their" lumber was shipped out- over tke C & 0 RaU 

Road,as the local market ~as Ver7" limited. They manufactured both bard 

and Boft wood . 

This operat ion finished up ~~~/p/in 1918 and was sold to the 

state of W. Va. bu.t they did n ot clean u~ unt 11 1919 wh"en everything was 

c l eaned up and moved out .All the l end end buildings on the Wes t - side of 

the Greenbrier River was Bold to th"e State for a Colored TubercuJ.os1s 

Sanitarium this was th.e Rankin place and the !laryland Lumber Co. build

ings the boarding housft was used for t h e hospital which was replaced 

by the modern up-to-date hospital built in 1937 & 3S by the W.P .A 

the stoxe building ia now used as a Postoffice,the old m~ll shed 1s 

used to store f eed and house the machinery that the state has at this 

faxln.The Blue Grass Land Co. bought some S, 000 acres on the left of 

Laurel Run and later sold it to the state for reforestation the right 

hand side of the run was bought by The New River Coal co.operatlDg in 

Ral eigh and Fayett Co.this tract had approximately 9.000aore. in it. 

Upo~ comuletion of this operation J.A Dennlson aDd hie ...... ~ 

to Stev.enson,Alabsma and formed The Chickamauga cedar 00 

axe operating there today. 

The Derunar Lumber Company meant a lot to PGIOIIIlOd_ 

it furnished employment for near 



4C>-!~:~~~!:~ Lumber 00.5.0 
( Lumb~;-)-P;;;~-

8m! th. Hillsboro, ";; . Va. PocahoL-::aa Cou=..-;-y . 

"" e re loaal county e Thi m n . B lumbe r to\'m consume d the surplu6 farm C O~_ 

odlt l e s of Denmar )and Beard and was greatly missed when i t finished ~p 

and moved out . 

To day we find at the scene of th is operation some of the same bu-

1Idings used by the lumber company and just above t hem we find a be~~t_ 

l£ul concrete strucjure #here the Negroes of this state that have T~ber_ 

culasie are treated and this farm is one of the bet t~ f arms i n thi s 

s ec tmon of the county producing an abuncance of gr a i ns and t r uc k cr~~B 

that are used at the Denmar Sanitarium,the ashes from this mill he:ped 

to build up th1's river bottom farm . 

Denmar got tilt/it'S name from the names Dennison and Maryl~d 

Den-mar as Dennison was the Pres. of th i s co. and he was from Maryl~d. 

Thus the passing of one of pocahontas County's larger lumber 

operations . 

Infor.mat l on-J. A Denni soD,Stev.enson,Alabama . 

Fr ank Knapp. Denmar. \7 .Va. 

Renry Kincade . Beard. l".' . Va. 

Court Recor ds .Marlint on. \1 . Va. 



-

:nt • . 1iJ}/':r _____________ _ 

r 

T)"p1,t S.:.£ 9011 th 
-- .. _ _ __ eo. .. _. _______ _ 

Sidney UcCoy.E~rd.W.Va . 

:o~U"ce . !!~U8 Cutlip _ I I •• 

E.. E· wi1~-o-;·:U;rllnton . W. Va. 
Court Records. I I I I 

X\~345G>t9 
Lhta Filed _ ~?2-- ~ .... , __ _ 

r..,; "o·~ ~ 
f§ ,,~o :: ->c; 
0:-.1;. to "-= 
"E. .. .... 4/ 
~- ".. ~ - ..... .[I, • ~ • (.":-0 

'45 . J 
Obtained part of this information BOrne t~e bac~,~~t . n9~ complete 

~ 
e, enough to send in until t his time. 
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cOI.!lilRCl AND INDUSTRl!, S . C Sl! ITH ,HILLSBORO.W .VA .POCAHO~TAS COttlTY. 

The J .1 Moore Lumber Oompany. 

In 1910 J.1 Moore of Virginia bought the William H Callison 

faxm from from Q.. 8 and L.F Callison his 80ns for $2g , 000. 00 the farm 
~z.t.;A 

contained 650 acrEs and another tracVVrom Uartha. E. May for $13 . 000• 00 

thi s lend 1s on Locust Creek and it .. was herE that Moore set his 011'

c..u1ar mill, they built a camp and boarding bouse for the men. Harry 

s .. eet1Oood ~ looked afte:- the skidding which was done by 3 teams of ~i!!l\ 

and 3 yoke of oxen. 

A tram roa as builtj[l'om te mill down Locust crEek to the 

C & 0 Railroad at wbatiB known as Locust wbich 1s a flag stop ,but 

had a sidingat tbat time,thls waS a narrOVI gauge track and they bad 

a. small Climax engine that pulled the tTucks 'on which the lumber was 

hauled to be loaded on f~ght, cars of the C & 0 of the Greenbrier 

division for · shipment to many diffErent pl aces . 

Th is operation finished up in 1912 and moved out. 

Info'I'matin- Sidney McCoy.Eeard.W,Va . 

Remus Cutliip. 

I.. E Callison 

Court Recorda. 

" " 
llarlinton. W ,Va. 

" " 
Righ.t of \lay was gotten from \l. VI I<IcCoy -J. hi Cutlip and J.r JIa]' of Beard 

-",' I. • 
\'I . Va . and .r. S McNeel of Hillsboro. Tf1H#I.!j.~/J.&Hf'HJfN/iM'N>I#'f'1lJ 

GfPl%f/'PP/p,p~r/"fftf9P/P'/~tf1ffHfPfJ~i/1frrHrt/P.r/~" /1~~"17V 
/;rffff7APfIVHPt/P~f/PfPP9t/PP/~P5/,pgepf/ 

The l1B.y land and timber was formerly o,med by George aDd JIaIJ4. 

Callison then of Hill sboro . The mill was set on the William B Call1aoa 

fnrm and better known &9 the sweetwood farm. 
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IN D U S TRY 

Chap ter 7. 

POCBh ont ~ ~County. 

MIDDLE": FORK DRI\!JNG COUPA1o.7 

S amuel G . Smith 
Billsboro, W. Va. 

In 1a95 Withrow McClintic or ~~uckeYB. Pocahontas County. 
e n a t'a rmer and stock 

t b 

' buyer" took a contract t'rom the Gauley Lum-

ber Company, or Camden, now kn?~ as Camden-on-Gauley, to cut, skid 

~nd drive t o Camden the timber on some 3000 to 4000 Bcre s located on 
t h e Mi dd le Fork or Wi l li ams River. 

They cu t the timber , ran. it dOWD a slide to the MIddle 

For k 01' Vl1lli ams River, and 1'rom there ' into Gauley River that car_ 

ried t b e l ogs' to Ca mden-on-GaUley, S 9lash dams were constructed 1D 

Williams river t o gather a tide t o make high water so the logs would 

ca r r Y over s hallow wa t er. The se dams were built 01' log .. and rein_ t be crib 

1'orced i nsi d~with r ock; t he ends 01' the logs were nailed together 

with iron SPi ke s 2 to 3 1'eet l ong . In this crib were gatee operat
ed by l evers. 

l~eD t h e wat er had gathered t o a depth sutticient to raise 

t he logs 1'r om t he bott om or t h e ri ver, t he gate. were opened &ad 

t h e tide carr ied t h e log s down t he river until the tide ran low an4 

t here t hey woul d s t op Until a flOOd came or uDtil the dam had tlll_ , 
ed to be let out again. 

Often t he l og s wer e Piled in the ri ver 50 to 60 teet hlp 
Bnd would Jam and not s tart mOVing . 

;~en t h i. hap pened the loge weft 

JJ \.t n ....... .. ... _ _ 
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t.o loose n t he:n U ? o n d. s t a rt t he:n dO'.vn the rl ver . 

!Jr . MCClintic got part of' his s UJ),llos tro m Ronceverte 

an d Millbor o 
I Va . The s e were brought 1n with wagons drawn by four 

hor s e teams . Trail ~8S cut out 8 distance o r 18 miles trom Spruce 

Flat close t o Buckeye and Mountain Lick Run on Wllllams River to the 

camp by w~y of Barlqw Hacking . This trail 1s stlll known 6S the 

McCl i n tlc Tra il. In go ing to tbe camp you crossed Williams River 

23 times Bnd Gauley one t lme, 8. very rougb trail. 

It took from tour to rive days to go to Millboro or Ronce-. 

verte and bring in gr ocerie s for, the camp and feed for the horses. 

McClintic emnloyed tram 35 to 45 men and used tram 10 to 

12 t eams of hor ses . 

The meo were paid $32.00 per month, with board. The work 

was ver y dange r ous , especi a lly on the slides tram the log landing to 

the river. and the driving of t be logs down the river; however, the 

mos t serious at acc ident s were minor mashes , bruises and broken leg8. 

McCl inti c \lias caid $5 . 75 oe r thou sand to cut, skid, and drive to 

Gauley River. Most of t he men were f r om Po cahontas County, but a tew 

ceme in fr om Greenbri e r County, Bnd the s t a te ot Virglnla. Part at 

t h i f: ti mber Wli S in Web s ter County I close to Cowen . 

t~ " McClint i c did not get to finisb "tbe job due to trouble 

with the Gaul ey Co~pany , but was at the j ob otf and on tor seven Jear., 

end cume out in 1902 . 

They beld back a percentage of his earnings until the toll 
!"lZl l wa e compl e ted . Thi s ran up over $40 , 000 . but Mr. McClintio gOt oDlJ' 

~ 20 , 00 0. of this sum end moved all equlnment out. From thi& tl •• oa 

be o 1er~ ted logg i ng Jobs and r a n small saw mills of bie own la 

ent eectl o n5 o f the County and adjoin i ng Counties. 
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j/idHe-Fork Dri Ving Company 

From 1895 until hi. death in 19" 
U.L Wi throw MCClintic, 

beyond any doub t, furnished employment to more men than any in-

div i dual in Pocahontas County, a. he at all time. employed from 

20 to 35 men a t lumber manufacturing, putting out telephone pole., 
- . locust for pins, locust posts, mine props and any other timber he 

could find a marke t tor. 

Since his death several famIlies have been forced to leave 

the community to find employment I ,a ,8 his payroll meant a lot to the 

SWago community in which he lived. , . 
He was a large land owne~, handled large numbers ot sheep, 

cattle, horses and ~ulesj therefore; he was a large tax payer. 

(Information J. O. Morrison, Marlinton, 71. Va. 
Tom Hause, Buckeye, W. Va. ' 

I V. G: ,M.cKeever, Buckeye.) . 

• 

, 
• 
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Comme rc~ And Induotry Ch8ptt'T St'v en_ -----
?OOshontas --.:.:.: 

L1mt'stont' Lumber Oompany . 

County. _ 7 
B. O Smlt b 

R 111 eboro.W .Va; 

In 1902 Samuel Workman of Ronceverte a lumbpr grader took an 

Option on SOO acres of timber on Williams River taking ~ Little Spruce 

Knob and DayS Run. and owned by Alvin Clark of Hillsboro . Workman had 

the deed made to t he Campbells Creek Ooal Co. of Fayette Co. tbis deed 

Was s i gned by Alvin Olark. Blanche Syden8tric~er ,T.A Sydene'trfcker, Gr ace 

C. Prioe, Andrew ?rice and Cameron Clark in 1905 with 3 years to remove 

the' t"imber or to 1908 this land and timber joined the following farms. 

c.:r Be8.l"d and M L Beard. 

;. 
Th is timber was m08~ly $pruce and R emlock and ~r Clark reed 

$IO .000. 00 for it. The deed was notorlz..ed by G.R Cwrryr of Rflleboro. 

, 
Campbells Creek Coal Co, employed tbe Limestone Lumber Co. to 

Mig the tfmber they bad a circular mill whicb was Bet on Days Run the 

services of 20 men were required on the mil l and In the wooda they used 

2 teams to do the skidding, a boardtng house was buIlt to take care ot 

the men employ,ed there. The lumber was brought o~t over the Campbell 

Lumber CoR .R 

This operation finished up in I908 and mov~d out 'hi. laa4 

today' Is owned by: the U. S Government and a part ot the vut Goy,hol41Ds8 

00 '.':!1118.ms River bought up by! them for reforeet'atlon purP08~ •• 

InformaUion----Calvl0 ?rice Uarllnton W Va 
Court Records I I I f 

J .O ~orrleon " II 

D 
"" • 

-
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"2_ Int....ceorge Slmocs.Hl11sboro.W:Va. 
" Will1e McKeever. BucJtey e. I I 
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o~erce And Industry. Samuel G 
Sn-.lth P.l11eboro.W.Va.pocahontae Co. 

Lumber 

In 1894 Withrow MOCl intic operated the timber on tbe Willia.m 0 1!cClune 

nol\' owned by 0 " 
• ...!. Hook , the ciroular mi ll WEB set in the run near the !.!.cc-

luna r esi dence and 
ready for operation. 

The sk i dding was done by McClune and Ruesel,John And Cisler Sylva of 

Stamping Cr eek,the outting Nas done by Prime D111ey and John Ginger,the Be~_ 
yer was Henry Overholt. a. Hunt er- Kee worked on the mill and lverett Hefner was 

teamster for McClintic in hauling the lumber away end bringing 1n supplies 

for the camp. llost of this lumber we sold locally. 

' Information_ D.E Ruckman. Millpoint.W.Va. 
~ ___________ ~:~~~~_~1~~~~:~~!!~~~~~:~:~~: ________________________________ _ 

' . From about- I g90 to 92 or 93 Withrow McOlintic was operat1:ng on Wil-

lia~s River and one set was near where the Burgess barn st~ this t1mb~waB 

bought from rrilliam T Beard of the Levels,he had a~other set near the head 

of Daye Run th is was bought from Alvin Olark also of the Levels and it was 
I 

'1'. at_ t h is s~t.._~?~::'_~f.:. "!!c:..,:.~; ,!_i~~~,':.::;.: !."-:=~_ .. ~~~:_B_:._11_1_t .. h .. 1 .... ~ 
"as about rS9 0. ~ 

Anothe~ eet was on the Willie.m T Beard f'arm and just beyond where 

Emery MIIQ€r now lives,this set was most ly Cherry and A8hJ~e bought one 

- = acre from Alvin Cl ark of soruce and from this acre they sawed I10.ooo feet ---or a record per acrE . 

McClint ic moved in on the Hunt UcClintic farm end set up one Bet waa 

near the Hunt house and the other set \,as in Buckeye Hollo" these two eeta 

were sawed for Hunter McClintic B...'ld in all these operations on fll11iam. 

Rive r Henry Overholt was the sawyer. 

This lumber was all wagoned or sledded to Bueteye and rafted down th. -Greenbr ier to Ronceverte . 

Informat ion. George Simmons .Hillsboro. r;. Va . 
',':111is lAckeever. Buckeye. II . Va • 

• 
we had att 

- L. = 
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John Euckley.A.W ucNeil l 
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until I2/7/ 

gotten from different people 



~commcrcc And Industry S G Smith H 
, .' 111eboro,7i,Vll.PoCahontas County 

-- Wh ip Saw Opel'atlons__ . 

In IS70 Nathaniel and ravldaon Arthurs of ~;eb8tel' 

to Pocahontas County and sawed lumber with what was known 

County camej 
as a Whip_ 

s~~,they operated mainly on Spruce Flats And on Beaver Dam . --, 
n'l 

Pocs) 
nk , \~. 

A whip Saw 1s about' g feet long,w ith more thickness than a 01'-

06 8 CUt Saw ,bad two handles on each end Btralgh~ acrOBs instead of 
, Sir 

incl 
~e , b 
.d li 

~ t: , , 
.n, 
! 

up and down BO they could be run by both hanch.A p it wae dug out- for one 

man to stand in while a Scaffold was built for the other man to stand 

on ,the logs being placed on the scaffold on a level BO they were eas_ 

ily rolled in place .300 feet was considered a gOOd days/#;!1l//cutting 

with the Whip Saw. 

They sewed lumber for Jake Simmons on Spruce Flats that was 

used for flooring it was mainly Cherry,also thb lumber that built tbe - ---
Ike house that is near Downey Run on Williams River,the land now ~~¢# 

apart of the McClintic farn. 

Nathaniel married lliza Beverage,daugter of pete Beverage of 

the head of Dry Creek and near the divide between Stony Creek and the 

¢P~~¢/creek~Bide. 
Upon compl et tn of their ~rations in Pocahontas County the two 

brothers and ]Iathaniels wife went back to webster Oounty •• athau1el 11114 

his wife locating at Grassey Creek in ~ebster. 

Thus the paSSing of one of our first and cru4e.~ 

1 ations in Pocahontm County. 

InformatioD----John B Buckley 

Willis G McKeev€r 

A. W McNeill. 

Nancy Ann McNeIll 

Buckeye.W .... 

I I II 

I I II 

II .. 
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312 Smallr1~ge Bu11ding 
Charleston w. Va. 

August 31, 1937 

The I.!anae-el' 
The Pocahon t as Tannina Co. Frank \ .. V u , , • B . 

De a r Sir: 

Fo:. inclus ion in t.h e ,;est Virginia sect-ion of t.he American 
GUJ.ce , be i ng prepar ed by the Federa l ',';'riters ' Project, "e 
v,oul d l i ke ttle f ollov/ing informat ion. 

Cop.:pa r a tive l y spc: aking , how large i6 t he t an
n i ng com :.a ny? One of our field "',orkers st.at2 S 
th a t it. is the l argest. in tb~ ..... orld . How rr.any 
workers a r e employee? 

~'.'hat is manufactured? If ~a\', materi als. Vlhere 
and for v.h a t a re t hey usee? Are mat.erials u6.:d 
in the pl ant readily available in tile vici.,it.y 
or must they be i mported? 

Is thi s a We st Virginia concern or Is it o ..... ned 
by outs i de interests? , 

J..re visit ors a llowed t.o go through Ule plant.? 

What fect.ors led to the location of' the plant 
in this comparatively isol at.ed neighborhood? 

I s t he t ov;n of Frank conlpany o· •. ned? Are the 
\!orkers ' hOllies coropEmy Qwr,ed? 

A section of the west Virgi r.ia Guice 'ill cons1at. ot high"a.Y 
tours, one of Lhem be ing a tour of US 250. Tbe pocaho.taa 
Tan r, ing Company, be ing a l ar ge pl ant ane situated in a section 
where there are no othe r manufacturies, desE:rvea mention a& a 
point of inte rest. For this reason \\e nat.urslll "ish out. in
for rr.ation to be accur ate and ,. ill appreciate sllf lIIIIt.erial "hich 
you can l e t us have , 

Sincere ly yours , 

Ass i s t ant State EDitor 
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POCAHONTAS TANNING CO. 
11 "I WIONrV, .U"'~''''''''lIl''~ 

TANNERS 

POSTOFn CE: 
Sept . 8th~ 

I.:.iss Ec rgaret C \" 11il "p . . BInSOD , Ass ' t . State Editor , , • • A ., 
Charleston , Wes t Va . Uacam :_ 

V.'e a Cknowl edge .rec eipt of your lette r of 
ans\':er ....tour questions as f01101'15; - Dlst, ult ., a nd would 

, . 

/ 

. 

v The Durbin Tannery of the Pocahontas Tanning Co ., 1s probably 
the s~cnd largest tanner y in the U. S. A., both in floor 
Space a nd production, ,devoted entirely t o the prodUction of 

~leather . Rec ent enlargements of compet i tive plants 
does not give us de.fJnnlte infor ma tion on this subject at 
this time . ~ 

Manufac tur ed products a re /:iOLE LEATHER for the pur pose of 
building new shoes . By- products are Washed Cattle ~lr 
used in floor coverings, i nsulaXion-Ielts and many styles 
of' ~el t pg.dd-i-ng ... Glue btoC"]: use . for the manufacture of 
gluds and also gr eases. ~ 

( Raw Hides a re obtain\d from t he Packing l.;e nters of the USA, 
South America, Mexico, Australia ane Europe . 
Til.ntJ ing MatHiVJ> are procured in USA, bout:c. Ac.er1c8, 
Africa , Ph i ppine I slands , Tur~ey and Ind ia, and local 

Heml~ barks f rom the l';«:st Virginia r'orests . 

The Poc ahontas Ta nning Co., is a \'iest Virginia \';orpora t i on 
with r.::ain Office at l.!a in and 24th Sts . , Vlheeling, West Va . 

-= -Due to the tanning proc esses requiring tanning vats and 
/ surroWlo i ngs wet , v i Si tors are not sought after , ho\\ever, 

we do allow Partial visition of plant a nd exhibit maIn product 
and By- products . 

The plant \','as located at Frank, West Va ., account of the 
c lose-up supply of large quantitie s of hemlock and oak bark, 
whj c h supplies a r e DEW l a : _gely eihausted. 

Frank, West Va ., 1s an unincorpora t ed village located in 
Gr c.anbank, Di strict . It 1s partly Co:nJ'i.iI:.ty owned house. y;lth 
many privately ov.ne4 residences . It is an idJal locattlon 
houses c:o re \";ell maint~ ined and tt.e people have much c1vrt: 
pride. Located on US ROll e~50 • 

. - .-
Trusting this is the infor~ati~n you, seek, •• are, 

yoursv~ 

. ·,"r 
PLACE Of LEATHER 

,. 
NOTHING TAKES THE 
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J'lQc:ahattu CWntJ 
!.. G. ~hh 
E!l.l.a\av, •• 1'a. 

In 1908 John Pace and J"ohn Lu2:1er ot Tl.lC:kar County _ te P'oeUlont .. COunty 

and bOUSht the timber or! ot 80m_ 400 aer ••• 

Thi. wae prlnclpa.lly red oak and oaIle .. hi ta oak.. 

On. tract or t his timber ot appro:x1l!lRtel y 200 acr ..... pe-cha .... fro. 10lm -
Beverage On tbe right prone at Dry Creek a tributary ot s.ao cr..k e.4 nO\: tar 

~m Bucl: eye. Poat of rica and C&O Rdlroad, close the dh14. beD.an Dr)' Creek &D6 

Stony Creek. 

The othe r tract ot approximately 200 acre. was purchued fr'C* Dalal iAkiacm 

a180 or Buckeye and l OClit ed on the lett prong or Dry Or __ but _ \ha aida f1 the 

mountain l ead ing to 'il111a.ma Riv er .. 

They tirat aet their mill on the Beverage tum tbe tree ...... cul ed aki,dd.t. 

t o the mill whicb W8B a single b Rnd, there tbe l oga were cat 1.a lengUa rro.. 18 

i nches to 30 i nche8 aet on end and Quarter sa.ed in to 111dl l~ to b. u..:I. tor 

c hair bQcks whtch were s h i pped moetly to Philadelphia. PL. and JalU.-m'8, 1M. \0 

furniture factorie • • 

They finished this s et up in 1910 and mov'ed ~o the .14;:1 .. tUII'aDd ad their 

mill in Camp Secret HOllo_, on the Adkiaon farm. 

This land J;Q.S \ ery rough the skidding was very bard _ t • .ow.. b .... e to akSA 

t he l OS8 a. short d1stanc'e , cu t 100a8 ~CIII tbem and roll .... OM' hi&, clU'f'a ot 

racka and again b~ok t he horsea to the trail of loge and f'1AallI pt u._ 'to tbe 

mill a.nd cut them 1nt o cba.1r backs mostly 22 1nchea lons .... 1 .... tIIlok _ 

when they were aurta.ced they were 3/4 1nch thick, th1a OIIl\O*. ~ tlD1U u4 

80ld t'rom ~O.OO t o $140.00 per thousand at the turn1\ur ........ 7, 

Tbb: chair b8ck t1mber was tRken by sled or -a&OD \0'-~ ._an.' - -
Buckeye whicb is a stop on t he C&O Railroad ot the ar ........... 'Iii 

Paca Rnd Luzier employed 8 t o 10 man 

part ot th i s belp they brought from theil' 

.e had. a tlLl'"tod troa 
ill the "1"Il1Ilc. D>iT1ng tho 1oC. -0-.1," 



> 
pat roll .... p e nt locally 1n Pocahont •• County .. :u1 .,atly a t BuCkeye, .. bera there 

.... po at-otrloe and 2 or 3 atorea but t bh Ope:-aUOD d1d not . dd to the grorlh 

at Sngo CotlllQUGl ty. However, the rayroll belped greatly 1n .ome ... y or o ther •• 

t he tax • • t hey patd helped r un our .oheola and oar county .:rte..1ra. 

'!'hey palO $1.2~ per t houaand tor cut t ing the tlailer ·and f'r om $1 . 50 to t2. Z!5 

tor other labor they finished up 'cutting t h e chili baeD in 1912 but cU;J>tbe.r 
• 

lumber trom l oga not lIultable tar furn I ture tar ilbout !' year and finished up an4 . 
moved out 1n 1913 t o some other section of the atate, .here red oak t1.JJj)er ... 

pLent1ful and close to a rai lroad t hi s pksBed another timber operat ion ot 

pocahontas county_ 

Intormatlon: 
v .... r 'A~lson . Mar l inton . W. Va. Auati n Duncan , Buckeye , W. Va. _r ......... 

Bi ll Crigger, Huntersville, W. Va. 

• 

h 

•• had a t arted trolD 1.0 t he morn1nc_ Drl'ri.D& the lac ........ - .. -

I 
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_C~.ER.....L.::.. SECTION 4 .. - 1 

CHAPTeR 5 --6ECTION 3& - 1 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

ml tb ,H Ul eboro . if .Va 

LOG DRIVES 0 11 THE GREEl:BRIER 1876 .. 1811 

ritllber. especially the white pine , .... out at the h .... or. r1_. ill 

aloag t he river a.nd all navigable creek.. During the riot. ..... the lop 

we re s kidded to the river and piled up in big landings . ~ _ rI .... 1D 

a wny that they would have to ~e kicked loose berore they -Id __ I. iDto 

t he river. Betq r e spr i ng an ark '\11'88 built on the water. l'U. -M;' ..... te 

from 70 to 100 men or ';"hatever Dumber wi. needed to .IIIIlke ........ ark __ . . 

a1ao bUilt tor the horaes, I!I.Dd aome experienoed teamsters ........ aJ.& CIa the 

drive. 
, \ 

When s pr ing opened, men were hired to III!I.ke the drive bD .. ,.h... DIt 

men hired for breaking up the jams had to have e%perienc .. 

It s ometimes took six or eight weeks to I18ke the dr1_ d.,. .. rt.w ta 

Ronceverte where t b e timber was 801d and mIlde into lumber. Qa. ---'. ~ _ 

deoided to playa j oke oQ a certain young teuster who' at-p .......... r .... 

table when the bell waa r ung. and usually succeeded in bella .lIrn .. ~. 

A board was laid between the two arks to be used & ..... ~ , s ........ 

often oovered it so that unless one observed c10181y be o-u. ... WI. 1'_ 

there or not. Before breakfut one morning the men deoU .. to __ we .... 

and give this teamster e. bath . The breakfast ben ran, ............ hI' .. 

table , did not notice the boar d was gone therefore pll.Ulpl ......... . 

to the a.rk Ilnd crawled on deck cuuing IiIld . The other - ... - .-: ..... lIl~,~~~ 
long as they could. but finally they bW"lt out 

team.ster joined 1n with them and nery one ha.d • l00d 1 ..... 
• 

. From - Pooahont811 Time. _ l!arob 11, 1926. 

S0080n8 

.. tar ... 18 

usually kept. r,oord of what happened MOb", "'_". ,\ 

or 20 mil •• while on other day ... e oould 10<* ... * ' .... !.I~ 

.e had • tar ted trolD 1D the 1D01"I11.nc. Drh1.nc tbe 10,. 



Pa,.2 

b\"t u.ually onl y iIIXpor1.no.d men wor e hired eo the aooident. were tn. ~ a. 

_n ..... over drowned . 

Ono IllAQ. Sam Shoote l oet .. toot by getting it caught 1111 the 0011 ot • ropt 

that hel d the ark. 1\'11&0 the rope snappe·d tAut .the toot ...... ey.,.~. 

I t t ook 65 dozen egga ror brea~a8t and • barrel of flour _de bbodlli 

enouCh f at" four meals . One spring. on our trip down the river, the art: bntIt III 

'two and we lost our prov:1sions. and were therefore without rood tor the~' h 

or the j ourney • 
• 

The fOllo"ing names are those 1 can r emember. that helped to ab t-. 1-. 
drives I 

Sam Sheets I 

Jac k Jloonan 

Dave Smith 

Charley Nottin~ 

Bland Nottingbaa 

Ad8JU Dilroa.n 'I 

Pat Shughrow 

Isaao Madison 

Bill Madison 

John Buokley 

Jaok Coughlan 

Jaok JAcLuskey 

Bob Drew - killed b7 t&lltoc 

Alex Butterbaugh 

George Bambriok 

Walter B7'd 

John Will Carpenter 

Hanoe Carpenter 

Jan lIaL.ughl1a 

a ..... ,. Dunbraak 



James Green 

Jam.,., l!oHa.rt., 

Clyde Kingport 

John Dr1scal 

..l.. E. Smith 

John Walker 

George Wagner 

Jim Stretoh 
, 

Pierce Wooddell 

Gear ~e E. J.!:ocre 

I got this information from George ""brick at BunterevH1e, W. Va., no drove 

the Greenbrier River :for 20 springs and &0 once rode the Gt-eenbrier River in a. boa.t 

from Slttington to the point of Droop Mountain. 

00 February 17. IB 93~ a big log dri~ of ten thousand white pine logs C&me 

down Knnpps Creek on a driving flood and took out a dam that ~d been buH t for. 

grist mill. The dam was never rebuilt bat there was • big l.w Buit. Bere ••• an 

ancient dam destroyed by a great company, a new comer, and therefore nlner.bl •• A.n 

orrer to bUild back the dSJii better than nar without cost and to fix it .0 th. loga 

would float Over it was indignantly rejected. Cuh n. preferred. The reoord.e 

show that after Bome dilatory matters were disposed o£ the cu. came on tor trial 

before a jury at the October term 1895 • .rth IIlD array or lawyers OD. both sid .. and a 

host of witnesses. Judge A. N. Campbell WIlS preddinC. He 1Datruoted the 3ur;r that 

ir logs could be fl oated in oertain seasQIUJ in bapP' Creek without the a14 01 

artificial means, that it was a floatable strea. and that no per.OIl Jaa4 t. J'lcb' to 

obstruct it with a dam. Th~ verdict 1ms tor tJ. defendant.. The 11111 ........ 

restored. lhis was tbe oase of' the dootl"ue or arlpble _t.,.,. 
From - Court Recorda 

0' Connell', log camp was near Durb10 and nth the c • .u, or _ rlftl nU'!II 
construction Crew. the roa.ring days bega.a. Durbin in thoeeda,.1 ... "CM&&b ... " .... ,;,_:;;,~ 
O'Connell'. last drive was in 1901. We lllmowaaen 
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, 

t~ lllJ • such aa t. Pa.g" j 

• 'frer" well known to U. e o l d er f)t'ne ra t ion. 
uttoa . ~ l G e Cill ~8pj • • B 

o. rpor Smith . Lew1a Lyno h aDd J . A. (Ji~ e) llr q,.u--lc . 

l~ . Y1 rrpatrlc wa e t he oook and his cookee ~a Roland So ott . 

l\'hen the oonstr uctioD Orew reached what h now Er ocker , C. G. SuttoD &n1" tile . 

mail to the camp. On days t hat he could not go hia daughter Yr •• P. p. Ea.. 

oarried t he ma il On horssback. A box was l oca t ed on what i_ now th" Lee Galford 

1'arm 1'or one of the camps, and f r om t her e down to t he river and back to Du.rtda 

f ollowing t he railroad grade . N. B. Arbogast .waa the postmaster and Mr •• ~ 
was his Rs s i stant . , 

Days when 0
1 

Connell and t he oonstruc tion camps paid olr were ueually ~ 

Mr8. Eades saytl she has Ch8.Il: ged the · mail while J ohn Bell or Grata: Stan.n. .tDod. 

guard with a winches t er • 

. Fr om - Mrs . P . F. hades. 

The St . Lawrence .ooom end Lumber Company ""er e t h e ones who took out tbia tlahr 

by l og drives. 

PEOPLE ATTRACTED BY TI1IBERIIiG _ 1816 _ 1926 

• Most of the lumber c ompanies, wh o oame into Pooahontaa. b .. 01JCbt wSth t"-: 

the men who had been empl oyed by them e ls ewhere. Th. St. La:J-eDoe Boaa ..a ...... 

Company br ought wi t h t hem quite a n umber of French...ca.nad1I.M. J. t .. fill ... ~ 

mained i n t he o ounty , but most of the people •• ttl-aoted. by tbb8l"hlc .... _luI 

o~~er s , t r ansient laborers who lived in h ouses -
on when the c ompany moved. Many of them. too. 

t he l urilsr camps on Cheat Mountain and atay there tor WMb at a u... 
c onnecti ons with the outside "'farld what-ao-over. But who 1IIe7 tiC "., __ " 

and other to'WIlS t here 'M!.s sure to be muoh drinking. pmb
l
1ac. .... ~ 

r ough time. It was never very safe fo .. .a young. inexper1 .... _ .. 

~aas when the "biokeR were ill town, ~hat 18 if 

He .1&8 s ure to 1018 hia money it not hiB Hre. 

however. _ere of the bette .. type wbo w . ... peaoeable olUJ_ • 

comrany finished up and moved on moet of the •• people weot 



• 
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Page 5 

no t hing to Ol!lploy thorn . 1!oa t ot t lH.'lIl e 1,-, t CMu UTe practically deserted 

an d in It Uttle ."hil e the houses ~ Elre aoli .. the tUt':ua who tortl them dowu. 

IUld ueed tbe lumber 1'01' out bUildings on" larD. 

Note l I Gould find nothing written on t~ aD la,.e had to write it frail what 

I know. as muoh of the timbering wafS don •• IV' t:ime. 

, , 

• • 

" 
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'n' llcroe ,. 

Co. 
Chnxl1e Co. llison ed f 

mov rOm Oranberry to W1l11W'!l8 R1ver- to 8aw for ii'111iam H· Ove~hol..t ot: H111sbo h 

1'0 W 0 hact bOuaht- Cherry timber- 10 tbe W1ll1ams 
Uver sec.tion. and the first set _ at the Francb l!cCoy plac. _"tth. Hecry 0._ 

#T th 

t a1n t 

bt>t .... 'f't>y 

t be s ta 

erho l.'t doing t'be eaw.hrg. and Callison. dotng t-he skidding w1th two teams of ho,u'sl 

and two y.ote of Ox:em and irt was at t H:lie set- that Moffett' Cutl1p of Beard. lost 

his foot while working oa t~B mill this aet was pr1no1~ally Cherry· but 80me 

Spruce was, sawed to be used: 1m. th.e COnBtnuct1.on of Raft s to raft tbe lumber to 
Ronc.evecte . 

!c. of f 

Cl thiS 

The second Bet was, at the Mi:t-c.h.ell Gordoll! place on Seaver ' DB:m,th.e th_ 

ird set· was. am the Hunten- McOljmt1c. place the t1mbe:c' having beeru bought' from 

'e. . 

on IOU 

:.bey b : 

about 

road 

La..ur 

ILcC lfnt1:.c. 
. . 

" , 

The fOUD:t1hl Bet WaaI at- Jacob ((Jake ) Simmons plaoe on Spl':U.Ce Flats 

thd.:!s:. was' logged bYI Hamp Galford and P.unt·e:n: McCllnt1a. bottlJ of near- Bu.cl.eye a.nc1 

all saw.ed by- He~ Overholt and was most ly Cherrybut they sawed Bome mixed at-

~ lor f~rmers at: that section .• 

7'- Th:d,'8 l umber was wagoned or brought by; sled to Buckeye and. there the 

rafts were made f~om th..e Spruc.e that carried the lumbelr to Ronceverte whe~e it 

Was shipped to all parts of the tnountry, .Th:Ls took place in IS9! & 92. 

Im ] g93 Callison mov,eel, his mill to Locust C» .. ek ani set it on Trump Run 

to saw the Poplar from the WU limn Callison farm that had been bought 1W 1'iil_ 

l1am. H Ov.erholt b017eve~ abow;- 90. 000 f eet of this was rafted. to Ronceverte in 

the log an d ll.O. 000 feet was sawed by Henry OV erholt as sawye%' for Call180n at 

this set, some of' th..e logs rai'ted had I . 6oo feet in them. 

This was skidded by, Oharlie Callison and his brother Th."... 4i4 the 
cooking at the camp. 

Info~at1on.Henry Overholt.~hrl1nton.W.Va . ____ G.H 81mmone.H11laboro.I.'a. 
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C&hont8 C n n uBtry ____ S . G Smlth,E Ulsboro.i'i Va 

o OUnty - 7 
_ . Ce..u:pbrll Lumber Company ___ _ 

Or SOl1 thport pIn 1903 1: - 1.' and JOJrIPB Cw:pbrll of Dewdrop Pe.. and J obo 

\i'1111ame ro1 • 8.. CWDe to Pocahontas Co. to buy tia<ber. Tbe-y locatf'd on 
n vel' ali 

BUCc~eded 1n buying the timber of aome 16.000 acres starting 
at 1'Iba; 1s kno-.... 8.8 Woodrow going down Laurel Creek to W111ia

DIe River tb 
en baCk u th l! p e river by thf! n::.eadows , =--.DIt'fich Bottc:w., Black 

ounta1n to 
d b UtL1ck Run and t 0 thf' Barlow Hacking which is OIl the d1vi-

e Ph:ef'n C 
on th renbf'l' r y and Williams River, and extending to tbf' Hit Rocks 

~ Stamping Creek side. 

Sec . of 

in this 

Pa . 

They were incorporated 1n 190) and obarter iS6Upd by 

state Wm U,Q . Dawson, authorized Capital Boock of $)00.000.00 

CO~\7ere X . W, James an d John Campbell and lL J Sweeney e..ll of 

The ml11slte selected was at what is ~ow Camp~lltown 

on route 219 and just across t he Greenbrier Rlver from tb~ C&O R.R 

tbey had a single band mill whlch was set at tbtm location . t b~ built 

about 35 dTlE'll1ng housE'S a large boarding house and a large store, Ra.il

rOad tracks ~ere lald from Campbelltown up Stony Creek to Woodrow down 

Laurel Creek to i'11llams River t hen up the river to out ch 5ottollt - ' and 

above to Mt LickRlo .They h~ looomotives -mostly ·'built by Italians this wae standard 

an d 2 loadere the R .R "&8 --gaugE track • 

Fvery thing was made ready for operation their firat oamp 

#2 waG just below the late Jim TIb1te hom~Btead and now own~ bJ Andrew 

at alford on Laurel Creek camp '3 was a t Laurel Cr.- .. t BTi. *' at 

thE' },lpadovl8 whpre Fred Galford noW' I1vPB *5 ~uat .'boYe ~ t6 olOBe t 0 

Black ut Run *7 at Dutch Bottom t8 near Barlow B actlDs " at Mt. Liok 

Run near t h. 1I1 gh Rocks or a total of 8 oup. em the min ~ration . 

Their R.R went by tbp n ame of ~ar11nton and O&lden BJI. 

The B!lidding was d.one wUh hen.n and ... IP .. 55 head 
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C.L.Co B.a. i. Para. Co .. 'fOre u e rd at ' Pae;e 2 

-Co nt1ng $450 on~ tiwe o r Tr.cnty s ix t~am8 .and th~8~ wrrr ~1ne horses 
. 00 to $550 . 00 f or each team. Ja~b O.Co~r or B6ray above 

Uarllnt on r. b 
. ,ao am bOBS fr om 1905 toI912 bie job was taking care of the 

horaea thf' d t 
Us forced Ur .Cogar to ~t this job and be went to cutting 

tlmber ,h~ was BucC~ed by Harp~ Turn~ of Lobelia c~ number s even barn 
burned with. quite a loss 88 they lost two car 10ada of hay and 1&00 ~u.ehel 
of oats .The skidding was ve~ dangerous as they crippled Iota of boraee 

which kept a Ve t e rinarian on the job a good part of the time dootoring the . . 
sick onee and treating and doctoring the orippled ones t heyhad 88 higb as 

e i ght and ten horses 1n the barns at a time with DrJ~)C,Smltb treatIng 
.. .---: . 

them he at that time wae at MiDpoint and now a resident of · Hil~sboro.W.Va 
besides the ones the Veterinary took in, to his barn to trea~ and oare for 

and return to the camp as Boon as they were able to work,these trips were 

all me~ on horseback a d i stance of 25 to 30 miles round trip through the 

mountains but the Dr. made tthe trip day or night in all kinds of weather 
<"" crossing high water and g0 1ng~very dangerous trails to reach the siok or 

crippl ed hor ses. 
R.G.Bexte r of Fa . was general mapager,Jack Crookshanks and Lanty 

Col.e of Pocahontas Co. were woodsSuperintenden.t and woode foreman;E. W . Cam

pbell wm Sec ,and Tr.eas ,end John Campbel.l wae president of the Co. 
They had ~ Commissary at c~_ 4 an~the men oould get n~oe_ 

saltles with ou.t · com ing
P 

oUMo Cartpt1@Ii;;;;m!~T thee etons had a clerk. 
They cut all kinds of bard wood Spruce and Hemlock.and tb~ best information 

1 could get tbey cut between: 90 and 100 million feet. aU ;pe4t~ '). 4r 

men:=$~8:S' cOl"!tperte,; tS ·aWI 'iitt1ng fnT Sf 00 prrif.ee.,," 1'" cn!'d r z:; 7< .....r: (I Th ey !Rid th e ir men SI. 75 per day contracted t1lllber outt1ng for 

{ . I.OO!"r M.$2·50 'jf!X cord for pealing t an bart ao ... of t b 1. bart w .. ua.d 

locally the r eet shipped t o other tann~rip. 1n ditt.r.nt eeotloaa ot thp U,S. 

There wpre quite a few accident. aDd q\l1te a fn 11'1' •• ftr. lost; 
during the tlmp of this operation,Char11. Bulb ... tfl1e4)r. 'SO"Dg log 

Vertne r " e1ford of Buckeye was killed by.... lOS truota , .. aft looae 

ran away hitting. the caboo~. in which be .. nU4Iq.OeoU adtncl of ra ..... 
abontaa Co.was krtlea by a falling tr ••• 1UI4 _ Itallllll _~ .. tile R,R 

graclP waa blollU up by d i • 
___ -..:..-:y~n.::am=.t:.:.:..::~rta of 111. bo4J "lie ,... III tile tap. of 
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C ,L ,Co. S,G . B Poca,Co 

h i .h . 

Thry workf'd BOrne 300 
1 'P mPD 1n thr~ d mil • carl J.!cCeulf'y 0'" p "00 8, on tht> R.R ,and on tilt" 

J. a. was thp blacksmith ht' did. moet of tbf" hor,"" 
6ho~ing aftrr Qulttln t • 

g lmE' or a t night 80 tbe teams would lO BP no tt_. 

Campbell "umber C / ' ompany I tt4~'/.~¢} furnished f'mploympnt to not only tlw m~n 

that lived in thie tE'rrltor y but furnished employmE'd; to men that came 'Kith 
tbf'tII . 

t Thls \','as a prosperous ope rat ion and it meant a l ot to pocahontea Co. 

and espec ially Edray Di str ict where this operation took place .. ~en tbry 

had fi nished thf' operation back on tbe ',·,'il lia.mB Rive-T t hey BOld' the land. off 

to d1fferent peopl e some of it was c l eared up and usmfor CTOp ground or 

put into pasture as for years Williams Rive r wae noted for it s abundanc. 
of grass most of the farms on Laurel Creek are part of the Campbell Lumbrr 

Co. land. They sold ~ ac res to some stockholders in the Ban! of ~l1Dton 
they fonc.e.d a Co, and went · by the name of Pocahontas Co .. Coal and Land Co. 

, 

:~.nd in I935 they sold to the U. S Government, this 'l'laS tbe Ca.'IIpbell cutting from 
: ;)e Meadows on ',',"illiam6 River t ak i ng in Black Mt. to the Cranberry side or 

a rren cutting by the High Rocks and Ext endi ng to thF Spruce Flats or a bo~ry 

:..f 8010 acres and on th is is Bla¢ k Mt, fire tower which is used each fall daring 

: i re s eason. On this boundar y you f ind excellent trout fishing in spring and in 
_~ fall abundance of good hunting turkey s ,grouse. deer and bear b~ slip8 tbe fur 

beartg animals end in this class you pv€"nfind Beav~r as there art'" of"aver work_ 

i ng i nmany sections of iVilliams River theEfore \'11 11iams RlvE"r and esppcially ) 

the Campbell land i. t ne Spor t mans par ad i s e / \ 

BeavE r Dam on 7.illi~~s River got its name by Beavers being ~re 

Tf"ars ago and building dams across the s treams at that t ime. 

lotbi s sectiOD you find more of our typical 

than D any othe r sEctioD of the co~~try the typical mountaineer of W.Va 

Quite a few of t~wood.man settled on Williams River after 
the Campbell Lumber Co. had fi nisbed up and they are fo",,1i thrr. todaJ 

some l iv i ng i n crudely constructed log houses and making part of t~lr 

living by.fi sb ing,bunting trapping and digging ginseng. V -
Campbells finished up in 19 14 tbus end.d on. of tho ~11 

l umbr r ope rations of Pocahontas County. Tbey ahlppr~ all tbe 12 '1% 

WJd moVE a all machinery and sold tbe bousrs and lota 1A Qa~¥'" 
YEa;;er of t.a rlint 0Il; _he bad e sele and sold thnl to 
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Ilea. Co . B.C . S 
C, L. Co. 

s~~krrG end tO~ay You find ~ 
oocup i ed by fan.a l1f>B town about.1.1.r BamfO 0.8 1 t "as \".h rn it TlnB 

workins for thr Campbrll L~ba Co . ThE'Tr 1e a t !ll a storE' ,blac kCllll t h 
shop ,& church. achool. filUng station this tOYln 

lI'ould br largf' r t 
Oday than it is but duE' Impo8e lbl~ 4s you to thE' l ocat i on expansion 1s 
find Stony Cref'k on one side and a VE'ry etpf'p hill on 

thf' othE' r ther 
cl 1 efo

re 
g rowth and f'xpanslon 18 impossibl e htnnrve r you find 

a e M 1 ttle tOlm with tbe populat ion depf'nd l ng on E'mployment e18P'/he re 
f or the ir living . _ .. _____ .... ..---.. _ .. _. __ . "_'___. 

Inf or mat lon~ ___ Lloyd Va.rueenen 

Geor ge Bu%gesB, 

Jacob O. Cogar . 
J.O • },Lor rison 
Court Records 

Marlinton , W. Va. 

" " 
" " 
" " " " 

R . F. D. 

" 
" 
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Off1oe 
Reforr inc; ~-

~bjoot nOpOrt !'O~ v et . 01 th Im e - 6 File 
- ~~"!,,~'""""!;j~l ____ -'--'-"~-________ _ 

- Sope.-!,o.!~..!h~!t for each 6ub.!?ct . Omit 0.11 i'ormo.lities . 

._----

POr off1co letters onlZ:._ 

in tl,jp "'''.'''lr T. J. flU Jrl T,hnt. T.I1 1 R M111 1" 1l1l h..,linVf'iI 

to ho • • ~ ~"A:1 \.ou11t '1-.," J O~inh 13C(lT'd . h11t "'j~c.:e tten 

" , 
1 :fiJld in \/111 DO,,}: Uo . 1 poce 2:',IJ , Gr eenl rle r 

Cou.nt ,v . J ohn Boorus "'111 ill l-hich hQ "'111 a tho 

e i l l t o his BOll Jooiah . 

1.- 1028 

:t~he \"j 11 is dn ted JJn;- 11 . 1 006 . nn 1 ranis in 

pr: !"t "I beque.n th t:l 0 ;, POll JOf"jrh "'1101. he -.:O',8e- of 

8 i! e t he LOI..:l1 e t CrecJ:?lr:J1tIlt:lon I ud l.allo . It em . 1 

bequer. th t he rent of t)::o "LoellRt Cree.: 1,lr llt tiOIl 

Il ild the mills till JO Sir.h (;Or:::lC to aee /,J1.'3. thf'l ::oneS 

e rj }- i llC' :"TOr.i the srla of :hll Pl: L:C "11 ti-!o hClf.j o~ 

ACvordill[; to P:' ivo ' S riie t '),:0:; J Ohll hcc.rd ,.-,:& 

th~ l) i ol1 t:: er ~OllrJ. J= :!:c IJrcr . .l.lh· ie r 'Vt!lle;: rn:i 

I" hile hjE' n l')1"Ie "'I-e i n Iiro6111rior he " '"f!lC.I lrlJd& 

ill :OO"holltAe . He Ol1me to t 1:c. \'r' 110; n,'1UJJd 11
7
0, 

, , t' l ull t 

• Ills 



\ 

/ 
,:"0 \' p~'ri!. ;~d' ra' r. ct 

Do.t~ ..5J3L4A .. __ . __________ _ 

r;..'N:;t •. Sal!U.C;l.G . .8n1ith. .______ J.h~e 

I 
::O~lrce Robt'rt Hevener.Gass. W.Va . tb.to 

cai~1~·Ftic-€-1la-;:i1~ton. " 
!LVa . G£'ologlcal SUrvEy.Ey Paul H Price. 

, , , 



';OlT.mCrc( "nd 
II. IniJ,us'try . St ... ..Il l C SII.ith Hl11a .... oro . ~ . . 7tLPOCd1ontLs :O:.lnty. 

LLdstont is found in I;..:lny se ctions of FocElhontr...o COl1!lty thE. llC:-*"otion 

r
an

t;,lng :f rom 2200 f, ~ to -bout h f 
"" ... 3 . 000 fHt 1n i7hic it is ound .ln LittlE" Lf 

\'fls District l imEstone 1s found on Locust CI'E:E-k , Stanlp!ng Cr Hk , the- Entire 

scction in and a rOund Hillsboro from abovE Millpoi n t to nfa r the top of Droop 

o -. ::Ou...'1tain, I n f dray District it is foun d on S,;ago Gr c.€k , Dry: CrEEk in many 8E.Ct _ 

iO~s rlk ni· ... e-r but thE g reatEs t Of.posit is found nEer Edray ,i1!ll€stone 16 found 

i n 14Eny sEctions of t ·he GrcEnbank Di strict but mos t of it is found nEar D.lmr.ore 

?nd On Ba ck l:oun t a in abOVE: Case. , 

K Li mestone );'20$ llSEd for a 5 ricultural p n.rposes E:6 f a r back as th~ 

but has c ecn ust=d VEry ExtEnsively for this purpOS E" s i nCE- about I936 onE of the -larscst limE"stone- opErations in Po CAh ontas County is foun d opErating on Eeck 1.:0-

unta in "'OOV € CaS S, hE"rE RobE rt HevenEr has a draw kiln that put out S50_t oos of 

-
lime- in 1940 this limEstone-- is found on El€Vat ion around 3,000 f'H"t and its pur-

ity 16 99;;' l1 Ul E,t~( EquipmEnt USE-d by He-vEn€r monsists of the follor: an air com--::: 
PTE S6 ET, e 4rg€ truck to deliVEr witb , he Emp l oys 5 m€!l in e;E"tt ing out the rock 

h i s l 1:r. t is so l d to farmErs in Pocahont a sJRando lph and Pfndleton Oount1f8.Thls 

opera-t i on r~6 s tartEd i n 19]7. 
- ~-

I n 1939 C. A Young of BuckEy~ EroctEd two draw Ulna at. 1:IIe OVerholt 

~i. {. ~. ieb \,!..6 COUL~t oy the- fal'mEra of Pocahon tas Oounty.he ftlplora f~ 



- =, rc ( And I ndus try . Sc. r::u (1 a Smi t h Hillsbo ro . " . YC. o?occ..hontaa CoU:lty . 

" About I 937 Stu 1 
CUf C EE.:.rth o l olll f17 built a dra .. k ilo'1 at the foot of Drooy 

-on t hE- .fa r!!! of H.w 3eard ht" operated herE. f or two yEars lost hie If-aBe 

0:1 thE" quarr y nnd i n the llIeant i me LEWis Gay had built a d raw kiln in the K(e :fl_ 

a ts O~ thE late J ohn Gay f a rm BO BartholomEw nEnt in rrlth him Gay did the bur_ 

n ing and Bu rtholoJn
€\. did th E dflivering they continued to operate this way un_ 

Jal I . 

, t i .l 19"'1"1 \7hEn Ba rtholomew took over . 
the EntirE opEration and "today he 1s Empl_ 

oyi n g from 5 to 7 mEll kEeps a truck Quey day and night hauling coal fro m Gree_ , . 
nb rtEr and. lI

T
icholas Counti es and dElivf-ring lime to Pocahontas,Oreenbrler and 

Ni cholas County fc:rmersJH. 'i,' B~rd is nON operating a draw kiln at the foot of 

Droop Mountain his output is sold locally to the farmers of Little Levels b€S-

-
ides sEV"era l hundred ton that bas been applied to the late M.L BEard Estate . 

About 1939 71illiam Browning built a dra\'7 kiln on the Bronning farm on 

Locust erE e-k his output is sold in Pocah ontas and Rale:l{;h Count y HS he gEts mo-- -----, 

st 01' his coe.l from thE RalEigh coa l fie-Ids.SE EIDpjoys from 2 to 3 DiEn and has 

a dc livt.ry truck to delivE'r the lime to the i'armers,thls kiln r.aa built by Hesa 

18ndie of Hillsboro .ThE' Young kiln built by G~orge- HevE:ner of Fdmy. 

P.b out 1939 F . i i' Ruck..lns.n bEgan to grind linlfstdine into lime b1. ONu.r 
h (e.d 

operatEs at StE:phen Hole Run his limestone. is sold totlhe farmers of Poaa!lolltu 

Gou:J.ty , te f u.p l oys from 2 to 3 mfn ha.s e. tre.ctor &nd thE limE pulver1.tt a180 a 

dfliV(IY t~...:.ck 0(Si:'(9 tbese- opErations you find draw kilns on DIlll1 faZOM ... all 
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COITJlI Frc{ An d 1 au t 

B ry.S~ mu (l G Sm1th F. l11eboro.~.Va.PocahDntae Co. 
th ry burn On th f STOund - ith 10. s 

" c and coal using dirt to ho ld tbf:: heat 

th i s time the oanu.ta.ctur. of limE is onE of t hE 1.ad1ng industries of 

pocahontas County,th!a limEstone will make history for its SE.lf for in years 

to com E' you Will still bE able to seE the affects of whtr€ it "as appllE:d yEars 

Ja of ou r bet ter bUildings and bric1ges tbat haVE our na tive liml;st'one in tb€m as 

\',· El l ae the limE-ston e that has b e En used 1n the construction of our hard BUl'_ 

f a cEd ~oa·ds ,the hard top on the Senec.a-'P:ral:1 or route 219 from Buckeye to ~1_ --- -' --Ilpolnt cam E from thE head of SteYl!!€nSHole Run as the Hill Construction Oo . cf 

Va . cpEned up th is quarry.At !dray therE has beEn a limestonE' quarry for reny 

y€-aX6 and the tov.'D of l!ar linton has openEd up a quarry on tbe Flk ~t . road this 

limEstone is used in the- strEEt 170rk in the town . 

~, 
Limestone has beEn USEd quite-- ExtensiVEly 

--
in th~ many buildings mode 

with brick ma dE from crushed limEstone and one of the la r gEst of this take 1s 

thE Grade SChoo l 'building at Hillsboro,the stone coming from a local qua.rry ne_ 

ar Hillsboro an d erEcted by tbe late \V .W Kinnison of nEar H11laboro.I4l11eetooe 

crushed at local quarrys has bEen used very U:tEnslvel y in making for.. for bu-

iIdinG's , bc..sc:mEnts , foundations and in the: many sid(....alks that arE fOUDd. iD ae 

tOr.T.S of :ocEbontas County as th E sidE \','alks at Hillsboro built iD r~1IIjI ,_ 

::aVE bE-En :laciE r.ith cr-..:ahEd limEstonE Cawing from a quarry on V'll 

-
and this 



"" ",, , r ec An .:i I !'lUilDtrr . ~~ (l G 2: itt. li 11 1t b o ro. ·,: . Ve . Fo cc.ho:lbe County. 

p i t.. c ~ n_ roos~ . Pocahonta s Count), i s r i ch i n l i mEs t onE and the rich E:s t 

tions a r e l1ttlt: LevE l s Di s tri c t i n 
and a r ound Hi l l sooro, 1n Fdro.Y.,..P1st_ 

ri d at an d n£ar ~ray , on and n€ar Cave Cr EE-k a t Bu ckeyE and on Beck Ut . 

-- - --
- -

The caVE a t S t(v €n s Ho l e Run \;as t he h omE of Steven SE'wE-l l f or s Ev eral y e-

ars and 1s now a pOint of l nt r Est fo r touri s t s fo r her e you find a h i gh 11_ 

me-stone cli ff 1n which i s thE abOVE cavE , man y sp ring s comi ng out of t h e r oc_ 

ks and a 11 around are Sp ruce, Hem l ock and Cedar trEES 17h l ch makfe this a point 

of l nt r rst t o t ourist s and th is cou l d b e devel op ed to onE of the l eading pl£.-

CES of i ntr Est i n Pocahontas Coun ty . 

Li nlf~8ton e and its products a r f now and nill b E thE leadi ng industry 

of Fo cahontas County f or years to ComE as it is just in its i nfanoy. 

Po cahontas County has many outc roppings of ~e rh~ al l on thE l or_ 

t h rHs t(rn s i dE of thE- GrE€Tlbri er Ri ver, t his ma r b le crops out a t a.bout 2600 
, 

fE<t start i ng at Dr oop llounta i n and extfndi ng t o Back !.:t . 1n thl' uppn .... ttl - -... .... 
th E county . In the Vici nit y of Hillsboro and the h Ead ot Stamp1l1g Creek 

v ( uc:-o l£ of a thicknEss of fr om 25 to 40 feE t thESE 

.. .=. r oon t o Co 
.......... -- pinltish tinge and from 

~---- t hat t o th E various .bade. of p.,.~ 

COon ' co"l J b e used a . a building s t one , t h e b ri£ht.r color. wlU 

C:; (;8 :for 0-"' 1 1 (nt 1 
- .. , . a purpos 's. ~emp lrs havE b u n t a k'n out by 'h, 



! J'e ( 

A:"ld I ndur trY ' Z' .:. ,U (l r:: SlL ith P. l11t::uoro . " . 1f
o

. 

lntx eet oho\,n ' ;t I B by Q IIlOllUl.1tnt (: o ", C(--. _. ' _., 
POCl!hor.te.a Co . 

" ......... .. in G(.Ol"l;ia , r.bcn OUr 

stilt ! capito l 1;'00 b (inC bUilt it l1ftO hoped Poc.ellontna County Could 

the mllrb l(' to build it with c('riou6 Cono i d.t.ration end oall,plln~ 
Que to 

lnck of tsete-Ll...L.tO ..... Q.:t~lit!« and last it 11ae d.eold.Cd to drop the rr.e rblc qu_ ---rst i on 
1n PO oo.hon t •• County for that purpOO(, but th, rutur~h 0 dcv <loom-

ma rble in Pc.cah ontae County lOoks brieh t. ~ . nCD of 

2Ui
1
ding stone of sandbt one forll'lB.tion su1tobh for build.ing and IUIBO_ 

nary .construction 1s found all a long the Western sidE of th E GreenbriEr Riv(r 

the mos t that has bHll QUArried has b(('n uBed in bridee &.butmEnt s building fo_ 

undationo and stEps nherE durebility and abrasiVE: reeist(lnce Ci r E important. All 

the 0 &. 0 Railroad b ridgE abutmEnts tJEre taken from sandstone quarrys along the 

Gre<nbrl(' r RiVEr among these is the YJlappe OrHk BrldC£,tb(. -;,'ato&ll Bridge and. 

oth ('r8 th c bEs t of sandrock formation for dl m(ns1on stone 1s the Broad. Ford 

Sandaton c. Snndatone bui l d.lng xock axe found In the \,al1s of tbe Eank ot L:ar11n_ 

t on bu1 1d1n!;.-.;..L ~ •• ~ ~ e: ~. 

SD.1ldeton e 1s founa in great quant ity on tbt r.orthern ftld ot Droop Ut . 
II 

thl0 Dection is known locally as " Rat tlesnake Den hEre you tind. ma •• 1Tt root 

0 : \"(
1'1n

5 SCV(lu l BOX (D :'My of thEse 1'001: have been UBCd 1n 

.. CtOi,..8 State Perk , in torars cnd oth rr buildings at the Droop 1l~","kIi 

to ir. ( - lnlctret1\' c bUl l .linC& at thE rc eral Frison r.mp OIl CllIII 
COr.t.1nuL<I) 

l~,!' . ;;,"u(rt F(v(n (r- Cnas ~ \; ~ Vo.. ____ Onlvln Frie! L:ar11ntcm..w.Ya. 
OJ ,JIO"c 

•• ! cC:l.nt )" r C,aJOl'tn of rocn . Co . In ·' . • r . Ot:l lOl,lcallllll2t't:! •• ,rji; 



;'1('0, V:r"'in1r. .. ,"t rll' r:o el 

;a:s.-,'tl.;!' ID'...·Tl;.I~Thr ,U;"vM' 

4/I/41 
-----. ----. ---------

1<c!Jearch lIol'!'e r Se nuel G 8mi th 
-.~. -- -----------

'I)"'Pis1:Sa.aucl G Smith ----. ' -- . " .. -. ---------
SO~lrce :7111 be givEn lihen bal. Ihto Filed 

of r~~'rt ~~;-;~bmi-tt~~:;h~i ll bf in e fer; 

~ Hay ff 

E Si.:Dm 
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;::ol.Unc.rc( And Indua try . Sar:u (1 G Smith .Hi11ab oro . ":: . -/n..Po cabontc.e Co. 

Th e St . lnl'lrcncc 300m And %:f6 · Co . s t nl'tc d buyinG .. h it(. p ine timb u::r in 

Pocallontas County in 1574. t h is tra ct " a s b ousht from th Eo Gr( cnbrH:r lmnb Er Co. 

fo r .. 5 0 . 000 . 00 and oomp riz Ed 2,185 acrES and lay ing on Sitl1ngton CrHk , DE.~r 

Cr((k , p ctcr s .Mt. an d Gr«-Enb r i er RivCtl' running \11th the 1in£s of I saac !!ool'e &. 

John A ',';a !""\";lck an d t'.' lth the road to GreEnbank and t hE 8u lphu r Spring and ~xt -

Endi n& to thE lawn £nd of Browns ~t.6ome of this timber ?7ae- locatE:d on LittlE 

Cr €£k .In IS~g thEy b ought a small tEact fromX Isaac & Al cinda Moor e and l ocat_ 

cd on Si t t l i ngt on CrEEk & Thomas Cr Hk and adjoining the landE of X Ar chi bald 

~cCa l1st€-r on PEters Mt. I n 1882 they bought the uh1te Pine on 176 acrEs from 

\"/i lllam F and 1f.ary :r Arbogast this tract was formerly ownEd byRobErt C riarwick. 

and in the samE year they bought the pine and other timber onJ 5,183 acres this 

wa s the LockridgE and GEiger t racts in pocahontas Co,and in Bath Co. Va.and the 

the J.P & Nancy Moomau lands that joi nE',d the l.e..nds of lucy Taylor and ClaybournE 

Ashford a nd in IS83 th<y1:ought a tract of 35 I acJf€s from Henry and r.Y Buzzard 

) i8 ,", ife a nd l ocated n€ar HuntErsvil l E- i'I . Va. a l so in S3 a tract from Jacob and 

'hey KEr r situated on Deer CrfEk. and in s4 they bought timb£';r in AllEgheny lit. 

bat lay<d in both Va.and ' .Va.also in g~ a tract of 740 from George H ~claugbl1D 

Thomas CrHk also a tract on Cochrans Cr eek from flije.h and !Lary l!ay this .. 

t of th E land conv EyEd from th E> statE of Va ,to ranit-l,JoBtph and PEter llloore. -- . _ .. , , .. .. , = .. _- = .e .. 

in I SSS a tract of 30 a c rE.s from John and lLinn1E Dr1scol and lay1ng on 
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r Cf And Inaustry. S oJ . Srr,1th . Plibf. 2 St .ln r.rf"nc( Boom ~oca.bontae Co. 

Cr'll;: end in 1556 bouGht a tra ct l:n ol7n as the John Tmcy land also a t r_ 

Bct known as the G(orb~ Siph land . a tra ct kno'l'm as th~ JamEs T l.ockr1dg£ tr_ 

ect,snd anothEr kno\'m as the SpiCE Run tractmd ownE.d by Sh Erman Clark tota l 

in tb (SE tracts 3,140 and in 18S9 th ~y bought a tract of 590 acrE e end laYing 

on :Fast branch of the GrHnbri €-r ~lvtr from F . C Hohabaugh of Gr ant County. t 

th is bE i ng a part 
of a tract that nas erantEd to HEn ry Phillips by the statE 

, q:~--.~~~~~ . -- - ~ ......... \ • .,., P&~ 

0,:£ .. ,y~~~s t~~!..::~~!.!._!!:.~~~~~ also in 89 a tract of 164 

e.crEs f rom Jacob and Rachel ShHts locatEd on "i7~st sidE of Grt(nbrlE'r RiVEr . 

a lso in 89 a. tract of 1505 a crEs from Samue l and TamE Cooper lrnd blown as thE' 

GE'orge BU r lH r land and in thE same yEar a tract of 60 acrcs on Back AIlEghe_ 

ny ~ountain from Thomas Hugh Uc la.ughlin,and in thE samE. ycar g9 a tract of 

1.765 acrf's from Isaac P Boggs thf' timber laying on XlU both sldE.s of thE: Fa_ 

at branch of the GreEnbrier River De-tween Poca and Falis Mts. also in the ye_ 

a r oa 89 a tra ct of 90 I acr~s from Jacob B Pyles and h is wifE sarah,Henry Py_ 

l€s,!'~oah B.nd .4.lcinda A1dErrren.Isaac N Coulte:r and his u ife ~~B.Ooy ,LEmuEl J and 

Uary Pyl<s,GEorg' and~XY@OggS'D. r; and Hes ter AldErman,A lvln 8lld Annl. Burr, 

and Jo sEph S.B Pyles and locatcd On BE:avEr CrE( i.and bought from Oc;orgE II ShfE_ 

ts a tra.ct of 34. acrEs on AllEGhEny l:t . also a tract of timbEr on 8lttl1ngton 

CXfE.k from r: illiam H Cacklcy ,and in the samE yrar a tract of 390 acrt. on Ja_ 

p rong of GrHnbrier RiVEr from LEE£" And RaCbEl 3u rnE-r,and 1n the samE ,ear 

tract of 776 acrE's laying on !buthards and Cochrane 



l~_ 

. le>1rencE !:oomt.~f(, . co . S .v . S . Pocahontos Co ·PD.ct 3-

,t-nu in tht enlll f rfar R tl'uct of I5 15 acrCs from Samu~ l and TD.ItI( CoOpEr 

of th e stat e of !..aryland,thls land WE~£1 kn0\711 as tht Lu. RUrn(r lend. and \7as 

lOCDtE.d on North Fork of GrE'E:nbrier RivEr,and in 1890 thc.y"touji;h t a tract of 

1.30 aOrta from Henry and Uary Yoakum this timber was locattd on the headwatErs 

'-1;!i :, 

2r: 
fohn 

of the Gr Hnbrier Rivt'r,a lso in the- yE:ar of 1890 they bought a tract of SO ac_ 

and 

)Oio 

rEs from A . 7l and !!:artha Ridf.:.r on Coch r ane CrE:Ek,and in the sam,E- yE.ar thEy bou_ 

E)h t a tract of ISO aCrEs from Henry and Allie F l EnnE r looatf:d on fast prong of 

the Gr e( nbr i €r R1ver,and aga i n in thE. same year th ey bought a tract of 184 acr _ 

Cs on Cochrane CrEEk from Horace and uargaret L:lckridge,and in the samE- yfar 

a tract of 1988 acres on AllEgheny l!.t.from O.T SE"Ebert part of this tract l':8.a 

i n Ba th Co.Va. and a ga in in 90 thEy bought a trect of Vt11 itE Pine end Hemlook fr_ 

am George I. M fi'.auck l OcatEd on the nes t side of the wagon road It'ading tram RUin ••• 

t.rrsville, do\lIl E€aVE r Cr €Ek to 11111point joining the lands of \1.T perry and Ja-

mE s P MCCOmb and containing 410 acr Es . In tbe year of 1891 they bOl1gh~ 1760 ae: ••• 

from I saac Boggs ,and i n 92 a tract ftum H.I! Moore on Sittlington ereek tor. I . 

pEr tbousand f<Et ,also in 9~ a tract of 520 acres l oca ted on Spioe IIWI uul 8014 

-~ 
by H. A Ho lt of Gr eenbrier Co.end Alex !!ntbews of tbe same Coun~,. tbi8 laD4_ 

conveYEd to Sbel don Clark in 1849 by tbe state of aiIn 1594 they bousb~ a qlll$ 

from Hen ry S Burr locat<tl on tbe bEadwatErs of laurel Run and adjoinlq ... 

nds of J obn K< llison,CharlEs Burr end Th< BEsvE'l'l1ck lumbrr 00.01 Poa.:t.atII 

this tract containe"""d 
~ 

r«4 acrt a & =urr r£cE1v£d 



£n a< Foam &: Ufg. Co . s . C. S Pocehontas CO . Fc.g£ 4-

In 1S94 thE St. Lo.,-;r(nCf" pt.opl( bought ell thE IlIfrche.nteb l£ 

tract on Poplar Flnts at 75 cte .per thousand from ;·Iilli.m C A1dcr.An . 
timbt" r on thE 

t his trs at aantain od 400 acre. an d join oct th .lhods of John IV Smith.O cargc Ri_ 

dfr and B€S.ver11ok lumbE'r Co,th is Umb~r was so l d by J. C Arbogast as ShEriff of 

lTd Pocahontas County t o SEitlE up thE esta te of AlEX Ri der. 
::u 
n 

In rS94 S.W Kflley and Andy REed made tEnanoy contracts witb thE: Co .to le! 

II look e.ft~r 4, 645 acres . 

r 

In 1895 they baugrl; a tract of >Illite Pioe f r om S. 1I' Wamsley and knalm ae 

the Hamilton lands this was sold by Cyrus Scott and IorPnzo Strader of Rando_ 

Ipb County aa sp ecial commisaioners. 

In I895 they bought the Wh ite Pine on 230 acres located on upper lISters of 

mi ddle fork of Anthony. Creek i n GlfE'Enbri< r County and was part of the 81180 su_ 

rveyof 17. 500 

In 1896 they bought the mer chantable t i mber on 330 acrEs 011 the Ihmtors-

Ville roae! to the GrHnbrier River from Peter D and Mary Yager an4 Hem-, 4,1-

lie F l£nn er r eserving triO p ine patches for fork handlEs & stoct pol •• 

In 1896 they bOUght timb er on 191 acres from the ShErwo04 00.8014 -r .... 

• M Hauck Pres.of Sherwood Co . this tract was in Little !!acll: Creet an4 ,.fa" 
e lan ds of R.S Turk,Amos Earlo" ,Dlniel O'ConnEll & J.e Ialry. 

In 1896 they bought t h e merchantab le timber on 17,500 acre. fzoa •• 

Co . this timb Er layed on Anthonys Creek conveyed by 
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rC'lC£' Boom & L:fL . Co.S . C. Sm1b.f'ocahontaa OO . Po.g c 5 -

15 ·500 ncres kno\vn no thE: Sl'Ian Burv"'" on Cochran. C 
-J rctk.AnthonYB Cre~k 

GrHnbr lc:r 00 . & Bnt b Co . Va. 

In I897 they bought a boundary of I,6s5 aaxes on the \7Est s i de of the 

All~hEnY Mountain and extending to Knappe CrcEk and formally owned by AndrEW 

HEro ld and John Drleco l but so ld to Port er & ~rgaret Kinports this joined the 

11l lands of A. r: Moore, I . B Moore and F DfV er.and another tract of I861 acres and LIla 

in- no t fa r from Suga r Camp Run. 

ir 

In r899 L.:ary A Ho lt Bo l d a tract of SOO aa:res on Spice Run and anothEr 

tract of 870 acrEs on laure l Run fOlmerly ownEd by Sheldon Clark and B.A Holt 

deCEaS Ed. a lso in the samE' year th is Co . bought a tract of 17tIJ acrE:s from 

Isaac and Rachel Boggs,thls tlrnbe:r layed on the Fast Branch of Greenbrier 

Rl ver, Boggs livEd in Pendlet on 00. 

In I90 I thEy bought a tract of I 9S aCrEs from J . H and Jenn1e !buarel 

th i s timber \vas on D:>uthar ds Creek and jOinf'd th € fol lor.lng farms Virginia 

A
l

dErrnan,8h'moan Ki ncaid. Al so in the samE Y'ar D. I":.8 Ald<rllllll\ 801el th. t1a-

b Er on Dout hards and Anthonys Cr EEk in the a'llount of 396 acres .And in tile 

same year th 'Y bought 396 acre. from ~:alt er F Ald.moan th1. vas the Bnd ... 

lands and apart of the Soloman Alaem.an lands . 

In 190 I ShE r man ana Ella Kinca id sold ~them tuo tract. tile flm 

conta i n ing 300 acrES and in past Y .... rs "a. conveyed by :o'111iam Emelaha to 

Timothy Al drrman about IS70,the latter tract containEd 19S acrts and_ 
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rOI.. And Industry,S . G SI:.ith }'11loboro . I' P h • • , . [l . OC[l ontl's County . 
l£I\~rl..nce Soorn And l~:rc . Co . Fnbe ;. 6-
rds Crt tk the formt r on BiC Run ! nd <:'rus!J ey !'ount 1n . 

In 1903 they bou ght a trect of I9g acr(s fu:lru D.m Dnd Sut. O' onn f.. 11 on Ibut-

ha rds Oruk and in 1904 I 9t acres iinm J . H and JEnn ie Suzzc.rd aleo on Ibutho.r-

de Cr H 'r.: ,and in 1905 a tract of 202 acrEs from GEorgE and luz(rna Hunt1£y and 

in 1909 a tra ct of ':I'h1te- P i ne from Charlt-s G and UAry Tracy . 

Th e St . Ia17renc e Boom And :.ti' g. COflllany b C(,;c.n op era. t iy!g .in Pocahontas Co . 

about 1874 and continuEd. unti l about 1912 or I3 . thEi r circula r mill \,as locat(d 

at Ronc£vutt" in thE bottom bft1'!E:Cn thf riVEr end tl':( C & 0 R R. ThE prEsi dEnt 

of thE company r:as Tholma J Shrylock. 

ThEy ctid most of iItl < ir lumb Ering by contract and among thEm t':trf thf fo _ 

11o\',' ing John pet Ers , 7lhiting Broth ers, Judge Hunt ley and Son GEorge, Denning & 

lting and latfX Smith & \iO i ting , ran O'Oonn£ll b£ sidEB the S"J.bcontraotora and 

J.D 
Dris col 

ctore . 

:7 il118.m 
and Sullivan and Coilonel CEcil Clay tool~ cont r a cts from the _111 cont 

In 1896 John Bet Ers took a contract from th e St. lawrence fll'1l to ope-

ate timber on laurtl Run this \7aS mostly ';:h i tf: P in e end comng fro .... ' ~ 

knorm as the '::allacE tirr.ber,this boundary T:as to be opEr a tEd dUrinl ", " 

it wee Estinatfd thEre \,/as 2 mil li onl ft€t on thE. etu..."":p , PE.tU'8 waa to .. ttlt! 

end slide and stamp th£ logs and gEt ...,7 . 00 pEr t housand whEn del1'Yftt4 ... 

boom at ROnCE.VErtE. or Calm/ell. 

contractors ncrE St ... ith and ·','bit inG, but prior to tbl. 
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El 
& John 

rice an, 

'111poio 

I Fdgar 

st lnt:"r c C Eoom & ' ''c Co 0 G s ith ~I . " ....... " . ..... . n. fOCllhontllB Co .?e g e & 7-

.".,n. And "MtinS but DEnninG \(ithdr", and Captain A.I Swith took his pl_ 

,eE and cont inued to op'rate until th e job ' JaS completed as Smith & ',7h1t1ng, 

James 
time Denning &:n:ri"h1 t1ng op E'rat Ed phi ch i'iRS about 

they l';fT f from Pa. Dlr1ng the 

I8es to 93 they \'lorked 15 t<ams and from 50 to 75 men b esides the t<am. tb(y 

., 1rEd ,at thi6 timE they WErE opemting on !eurel Run an d to the d1V1<f. on 

BEaver Cr"k and cutting principally ''hite Pine,vhich was Cut skidded and put 

in a e lide workE.d to the GXE€nbriEr RivEr and drovE to Ronceverte to thE. St . 

LawrEnce mill. 

About 1895 Smitb & Whiting were opErating on !eu«l Run tbey E"'PloYEd 

abou t Ira mEn had I5 teams of tbeir ofln bes ides thE oneslhey hired among th ... 

"Ere th e fOllowing,Nick McCoy,John Cleek,James Jordan, William fiado , Jeau CUrry 

th,y work'd day and n ight most of thE time wh i ch was very hard and cI:ul&lrOll. 

"or k,thEy r<CEiVEd ;4. 00 a daY.They had a big camp and John A. Slaota .... til. 

cook . The St.!ewrencE brand Was the figure 7 i nside a squolll' whlch had to be 

st .. mpOd on Each log b efore it was put in the riVEr rEady for the dr1 .... 

Sm1th & fih it1ng WEr e operating on B<aver 

subcontracted from them thEm to cut skid and driVE down ~Eav<r Creek to D .... ~ 

Creek and from there into the GrEenbrier River . Georse llcComb toot a oon ...... , 
from Chr1cter i n this same ttrretory . 

Cont inuEd to next report. 
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'tIl' % TltJ":ATt ,. r 

,S t . Itlwr or Boom &- JJ1't . Co . I!nc1 .pnrt . 
,lIb,1rol COJOllIcr-R.! &. l.nduD.t..r}' Ju..uJlCr tl ,. ...!JJ5J~ I 

II tlro.roll I/"I"J('r BIlUlUcl 0 Sm1 t h .. . - .-... __ .. -
,,, • T" • _ ~14...5'4 1 0 0_ 

",""0 •• Hpr.Q rctllnd./.tr.ood. A R. J...9l!l11B ""n Fllod _~P~.'\\\o:;:; ~ 
MJ.e Hunt crsv111c . i ,' .V& . " \(\"'/.e. -::S 

• 81"'n(1EI &. John Buckl ..... r .Euokc'Y( , i. .Vo. .':o.m(o Jordnn . t, 11obO~o ~ 'i'"{~ 
0-1 OJ '''' 0 " 

\.oU v1n W Prioe 8J1d Oourt Rcoorc1o . lAtJrl1nton.i. . Va . & J . ~lJorrlSl)!) ~ 
S c (> ..... 

. 0 Hnyto . Millpoint . i.' . Va . '~/("~ 
Jak t. Sililmono &: Ideal' L Srn1th . r:atoge. . r. .Va. 

linton . 
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~~6"""c ( And 1n du o t ry . SnlmH l a Smi th H 111oboro . ~: . Vn.PocahontB.6 Count y . 

I\t~ou t 1684 J ohn Dr1oco l of Pn . too~ 0. contnlct tTom the St . 1a.l'lrCnC e 

Eoom And J.:1'C . Co . und Op erat ed on Our.lmi n8B Cr eek , th es e loGo lH r e float ~d t o 

A.nl1PpB Cr(ck b)' 8 sp lash dam that T78 B const ru ct Ed at tbe Fsco Al dermc.n farm 

on CU mmin{,s Cr e ck , and:1rom Kna.pps Cruk they 17(?l£ drov e int o tbe Gr eEnbri er 

an d to RoncEV ert e: . 

Om 0 1 Conn El had a cont rnct du ring t he opE:rat ion of . t h e ' ;bite Pin e 

1n Pocahontas Countyh1s op f'rat i ons ",er E on Ol dham Run from gg to 92,he had 

8. camp a t Each m d of t he s l ide and stab l es fo r the ho rs es a s they usEd from 

30 t o 4D t£a ms pa r t ,>, er e h i s own the r Est wer e hirEd f r om farm ers in the Lev_ 

El s Distri c t nam ely John Cl eek ,PoE i': e1ford, Tom Bur g EBs,JE.sse CUrry,and FlUe 

Uc Carty b ESi dES t he On f'6 he h ir ed f r o m Anthonys CrEEk. CharliE Rams ey was hmd 

cook . They USE"d a s lide on this opfrat l on , wh i ch cut out sEVeral milli on :feet . 

His next job \'!as n Ext to Middl e Mountain n Car Rimel,his car::rp \'T8.B on 

lbu tharda e r ( ( k . 

Th e r,11 1t1ng Br oth"s Fdd & U11t op .ratEd on Staver Crr.1t in 1913.I~ 

had a camp b€ l oV.' HOl:ard Un d €n'1oods ,onE' ncar Pyl£B Ht . on Hokan Ibm and another 

on Jak ES Run .Th Ey USE'd 4 t eams a n d emp lOY Ed about 25 CEll . ThE iih1t1Ds B:roa.were 

I n I 907 & os Judg . Euntl<y and son GEorgE of Pa. took & oao'2&Gt 

from Th E St.la\1r< nc E 200m And l:fg,Co.nnd opErating at *h1ll till. U ....... ,.. 



" I,.n ~ u.1 C. 00 . fnge 2 of purt. 2 . 8 . G SlL! th Pocahontoo County • 

• !'IILion r.n0 1I.41nly on [»uthardo Cr<tk here tbey bad tl. ca.t::p 

f or the men nnd t.ht hors eD as thr:y worked from 150 to 200 mOl had £j teams or 

t h rir orm bes i dE"S t.he onta they h1red namfly B. O P.a.Y£D Frank and ~rf lcld, 

B m Campbel l GLorg:(. and Everett Ald(rman ,llnd. Andy Llc;.b.tnfr.They built a sp1-, ... -
, D,sh dum ncar the bCad of the oruk to make 0. tide to carry thE' lobB to Y.napp-........ 

s CreE:k to bt. drovE. on to RoncLvertE. . 

Ot ia ~';D. r\Vick rlas llto d cook with Clarenoe Jordan as his a SS i stant , 

IOU: 
JakE Car£y 1\'8.S forerran on th i s job,!n one drivE. they had over 13 million ! ( 

The slidE had to bE- wat c::r c d BO thE lo c s .... 'ould run end among th men 
~.;~ .. --_ .. _-- .. --- '---,. . -

that watEr Ed slide werE the fol lowing John & Harry Jordan & RobErt Hall of 

lleboro , 

About ISSS Smitb & '.7biting "Ere opErating on Cumminga Crllk ncar lOb 

re J ohn LEe now 11v £s ,at this opE-rat ion they used 6 & 7 t(amB of horots and 

Employed from 60 to 70 10m , a n d bad a log (DGin( tbat tbey u.Ed to haul tho 

to Knapp. Cr€Ck , this Engin e \"Ia. fired on wood mo at of thO timt ..... bout tbo 

from herE waS uaEd by Smitb & ·.".'b iting during tbEir op(raUoa 1A tilt /bitt 

ne operation on l<1.ull£l and Oldham Runa . 

J.bout IS93 John PEt <ra took a contract fftlll til ... '2.'.'~'Qr fill wbat 

'Y culltll. [It that t i me !:1ondik' Ho llow a8 it la,. II. to tilt 

cold,this r:as on til' riCht hund p"'on!: 



_ t'l L ( 3 01 ~A.It 2 _ - -
r ",1'"<n o L 1:: OO!ll· • Co 5 G 
:... Q. - t,.. . " 8m tho focclJontc.e Co . co:.:::rnC :E &. l!:WSTRY-! 

their tta::.B ~h ( follot'11nc til I( eo:ut. of th(m TdCar L Smith &, G(OIc...( 

o~ " ntoL8,1 ,11~ rd F Ruel: n. L(E &, Frank L!oorE,& John Clt.t.k of 1!.111pol nt 

t h ey ()ul1t slides that Extended in to t he mountains for 2 & 3 ml1c.s thEse 

:'1ad to be k.Cpt l:aterE:d so the ice l'!ou l d mal::~ faetcr,from the 

s li d ES thEy Y! f rC put in Kinnison and la.urE-l Run and to the GrEenbrier Rlv(r 

'l'}'pl to be drOVE to Ronc ev£rte.peters a lso opErat£d bE-lo":i Dlrbln fO.r this company . 

:;O\U

1 
John T Dixon tool: a contract from this company at on Iaur£:l Run ,at Ofe-

rcrEE-k,and Cess . 
cou 

Tom and Jack Crookshanks of Pa. took a contract and operatFd on the head 

of Ie.urel Run at Burr Vall ty OD the John Burr placE;,these lo(;s WEre taken do;m 

laurE l Run by train and put into the Gr H.nbrier near BEard. -n .Va.. 

He.rry & Frank Harper had a contract their logs went down Anthonys CrEEk, 

th<y sub- contracted from Smith & Ilhiting . They had a camp and used 3 & II- t<ams. 

As i n al l othEr sections of our country Lumb~rlng preceded agr1oulture.s,)m" 1 

)f our Early settlers came for timber,8ome for the w1ldlife that roamed the - --= .) ---
hills .. h ile others came to make hom.s .:Ilom the high mOWltalll p-. 1000e of the '- ' ._ ...... 

. Ett l Ers mi ght have l ooked dorm upon the rolling hilla and tile teri111 y&l1.,.. 

oV<XEd \',i th timber and on the .. st side of the (Jreenb:r1er ___ ... 1III1U 

ine, as 75% of th e timber on th e East side ..... loftwooll,to .-l1 -cturt this t1 mo er the st. Ie;;renc€ Boom & LlCg.Oo.nr luta11.a. 
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at ~on c(v(rt£ and during this operation th1s ~11l'\ 

someth ing like 500 million .ThE St .iawr(nc( 1 peop e harnE-Beed GrH.n_ 

!lrl er RivEr "lith dams,booms etc. end sevEra l perallEling canal s 1n wh ich to 

cetoh,sort nnd store Endless millions of logs th(:-sE having been cut up the 

::;,.b.1("ot rivEr a nd drove down,this opere.t ion ,,'us known a s the 7,"hite Pine days and to-

Rc:ot'a :-c r, !l. d&y VIE- find sctt l ers 1n Pocallontas County that cane to this county from other 

'i';-pist _j SEctions of the state from other sect ions of the UnitEd States and man' came 

:ource . _f in hErE from Canada during the. opE-rat1n g of the ';"ibitE P1nE,D1lrriEd here and 

Th is 

\

tOdaY we find aany familiEs 1n Pocahontas Coun;5thD.t their father or bmndfath-
ourt hou rr l7£re: thE' pionHrs in thE open ing up and d€Veloping of our greatest resOUrCE 

tlUXD.i.mliX~Inp our timber in which this company operated OVEl: something like 

B 55.COO acr£s and ExtendEd from the GrHnhricr Ciunty line to the head of thE 

Gr EE-nbri f r Riv er.This operation furnished EmploymEnt to our many p(ople as well 

as a dra.\71ng ca rd tbat brougbt in settlers from outside thE state a.nd as tbe 

land was cleared of its t1zr;.ber the morE lEVEl lands were taken for agriculture 

and so today ,'!hen traveling through th1a vast teJC.'Etory you aee laDy farJDII nth 

waving grain that once upon a time producEd .ome of th~ but 1III1t. PlIle t1l1ber 

that was takrn out of this section,but today .e fllld .. veal "' __ 4 &Or .. of 

this vast rihite Pine forEst l£nd that has bun bOll&\lt br the V.I __ OIl' tor 

rEfor •• tation purposEs this is pa rticularly true with the IIJo1I2Ii!f 

t.:ou!ltain arEa along l'iith with thE chain of 110181.'" troll tile 
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COllUll Cl" C( & Incrus t 
~·r.r ''''o( Boon) & t:fg . CO , S.G r§;lth 

?oonhontne County .paSE 5 of pert 2_ 
to th~ h end of th e GrHnbrl er 

River as thE- l.!.ononf,"phf. la nationa l ForEs/ 

HlkCS in thousands of acrEs of th l th _ ( . 
8 (. onCE "blt~ PinE" S{;ctlon a l eo the 

SOlt- a Stat e Forest 
C --i n €ar D..mmore is part of tho · ... 'hitE Pin. t , rr<tory . \ 

ch I) ThE' men that ope:m.ted this Wh ite P i ne had to i:ndure all sorts of har_ 

h 

dEh l ps wor ked long hours in df €p snow i n tb e TIoods and on the drivE.s they 

hed to work long bours oft En gEtt ing wet and this driving w~s Ivery dangE:ro_ 

us and rrany men werE drowned bes i des th E' on e-s that rE:CE'ived broken l egs and 

lost limbs due to be-ind crushed i n the jam of l oge in the riv€: r often in 

thE icy \'later up to the r,'aist for hours,if the l ogs lodged they 17E're dynaml-

tEd an d Bet moving aga in_Th e men that wo rked in the '::hit£ Pine were of tbe 

} \JJ-\r...j~ 
s"t1.fr dy p i onee-r typ e ,the character that vrasf\,in frontiersmen while laboring 

in the Wh ite Pin e woods among strang€l'S with hardships dangerous work and 

work i ng and . s taying in an isolated sect ion has left its impression upon the 

civ i11zation of today as they were of the sterd1 pioweer type some of which 

marri ed and settled in some of the White Pine terretorr.'l'huB the pa .. ing of 

one of Pocahontas Countys largest lumber operation. and the Ja:rseat 80ft wood 

operation. 

This lumber was shipped from Ronceverte to IIBnJ of 0I1:r la:rser c1ti es 

!ome worked into ceiling other for siding and the large:r timbea fo:r f:ram1ng 

t "ere used in the many buildings that "Ere being built at that tim. all ov_ 
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.... cmun ty. 
,t'r.'rrncl: 300m & US " Co - PO!;f 6 of part 2-

~Jt l UII,b er y .. hlob found a I'cady uarkct . Thie 
~. aptratlon m~t a l ot to Po caho_ 

,.tl S County as 1 t furnloh cd £lnp loymrnt to our 
many woodsnan and it was f r om th e 

~lE of ti mb er an d cll'!P loyment tha t belpEd dEVE l op Po cahontas Count y to i ts sta-

ndard i t has to day as i t has a l l":ay s ranked high i n the g r owtb , u&nufact u re and 

sa le of ti mb er and its products . 

They cut dorm tbe \'lhlt e P i nE trEEe. 
lh'ove and raftE"d them al'lay to the mi ll, 

Tl":ae in the days of the White Pin e, 

That they cut dO\m Qur ever green tr ees_ S.Q.S 

Informat i on_Howard Underwo od Hunt erev! lIe. W. Va. 

Rob ert Lee Syme. I I 
, , 

H.J BarnES Buckeye. , , 
John B Buck ley. I t " 

JamEs Jordan Hillsboro. " 
Cal v i n W Price Marli nton. , , 

J.C ~o rr1 6on. I I " 
B.O HaYE-s . !!1 llpol nt . " 
Jake Slnunons . \"at oga. . " 

" 1 !larlin t on . (( 

fdgar L Smith . :7at oga. . 

court Recor ds . 

About W90 to 95 a party of mEn cut som e log. a long OIl ... , :rU ... d. I raf t <d t hem to p oint !!arion Pa . a distance of b E1;" • .., 250 " ,ao II1laa U4 l1li ... 

. they land<d t h E!Jl th er e t he log s "ere near ly 170m out from bwlpiIIC a_I aJoaa 

rthe wuy aa this r oute 17a a very rough 17ith high falle aIId. d.eep •••• 

Inf- J oh n and Jay Buckley . Buckeye. " . ;a. 
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Ihte RiJDcarch Taken _~c .• 4th &6~!:!~O 

"l':.·pist .q.e.,mte.l. G. S ... 1.h . Y._---_._._-- '" t . ":"T.ud ~C!1m.~-.6Jlj.o . __ _ 
, jIll,.,. 
S· '~i 

~' ~ ~ 
IhtE'\ Filed I~~ \S .... \j .. ~ 

- ~- J- '- "0'""1- -r". _ 
This r eport was rather hard to get and SOme tim~ r.as spent ~~t: the 

,("'l ... " 
.~ d. 

cOurt house trying to verify the dat e s. 6':>2r>: ..... "''''f,-:..i)-~ 

~ George \,;111iems 
"'Ollrce . _ Q.o.14..rt Fle.Q.Qrft_s __ . ____ _ 
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And Industry-S.G Smlth,Hl11cboro,w,ve .Pocahontae County. 
The OpCret1 ono 01' eCorSe r,"ill11(tmB-

I n 1902 George TI1111ams ot near LobCl18,poc~~ ontRB couoty ,W,Va bou_ 

sh t a c lrcular :saw mill,hls first operatton naB a set on Caesar Mountain 

fo r S .J Payne of Hillsboro who had bought a tract of timber from Sam & s_ 

Ob1nY '".amSl €y f • 1 e t e h e t ·125 <>. ... or . 17 5. 00 and th ey received n paym n on ore a .. . 

and a buggy at $5 0.00 this contract was 'frritten August 4 ,1 9C2 . 

325.000 was cut at this set and upon compl etion moved to Seebert . 

Hi s n ext set \'las also for S.J payne and the mill r'8S sEt at what 

wae kno,,'ll at that t 1me as Carter Sidlng whioh is just below seebert, ,/ ,Va 

the timber baving been bougbt from many d ifferent people of seebert and 

the surrounding terretory.This operation started in April 1903 and run to 

May 19 C!;. 
Camps .1ere built to take car e of the mEn and barns r.ere built to 

stable the horses,as Payne had one and two teams there most of the time 

besides the horses of lllis McCarty of Hillsboro and X.O qade of the Wa-

de COrnEl' which is a section a t the top of the Seebert bill. 

The lumber was Laded in box cars of the C & 0 Railroad and ship

ped to many different ~tionB , 400, 000 WBB sawed at this set and Williams 

WSB sawyer on all of h is operations. 

From seebert the mill ~aB moved to Red Lick Mountain to law for 

Smitb and Wh iting they having bou8t th1. tract of timber fro. ".R Sbear-

er who lived on the bad of Dry Cr(Ek above Onoto. In tbe oa.paar were 

Captain A.I Smith and Jim Ub1t1ng . 

Th€re was 378 aellS in this bondary and bollDded .. fo1l_ nan1llll 

at th£ head of Dry Cre€k tbencE to the S11 .. Barlow 11.8 .... :: 

of I.U Ar"o[,a.t and ,,1tl tbe l1:1e. of S.B llk1Da aa4 •• G 
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Comm~ roc And Indu t ' 
Georce \\' 1111a.: rY-S . G Smlth.H1l1oboro,t7 .Vo..Pocahontsa county 

8 Operations C 1 d d • 
h the Glbeon line this onc u e .--

, trnot \'1as forrnCly owned by the L h 
h 

yne Lumber Co. 
T 1 8 timb£'r was deeded t 

o Sm1th And ~ltlng Uarcb 2I ,I906 ,they paid 

tI7 0 0 0 for the toundary from which ~ey 
IoIU saY/ed 400, 000 teet of boards there 

1;'"88 two sets. Upon completion of thlLa operation f11111amB movedt/. hie mUl 

back to t he Little Levels District and over Caesar Mountain to b i s next 
set . 

The 4th set \'las for J.l peck on the farm ~own at that tise ae the 

Or.J . D Thrasher farm and deeded by him t o J .E and l.:ffl€ peck July 9 . 1903 . 

, ~, 

The mi ll was set just under thh top of Caesar Mounta!n on the 

peck p l ace and ready for op€ratlon,peok had a team and did part of the 

sk i dding but he hired Harry and Frank Thompson of Millpoint to do p~rt of 

the skidding . 

t "0 

John Boblett of Lobelia had the misfortune of having his hand cut 

off by t he edger on this operat i on l eaving h im a cripple thb r est of hie 
l11'e _ 

This oppretion took pl ace in 19c6 & ar and they sawed 416 . 000. 

#5- - Th e next set was for S.J Payne and took ? lace on top of Caesar 

Mounta in at the Dick Anderson farm and purchased from his widow Sally 

Anderson the ferm is noV1 owne d by f1ilford Bruffey . 

Th i s was operated in 19C6 end 75 . 000 Will saaed at t his set . 

- #6--- In 19 C6 aeorge W111iams sa1'led t wo sets for B.J Payne on Rush 
~ 

.. ,.f.; ,,~ 
Run the timbe r was bought from Ambrose H1111-z, I' ... ~ 

#7 - - In 19 C6 & ar Willisms sawed f or W. lI Kinni80n OIl Ill'Uffey8 CrE<lt 

part of this timber wa s logged from Kinnison. own fal'll tb. ~.t be boug-

ht from near by farme rs . 

#5-- In 19 ar George l';111iams set bl. m111 OIl til. ClUe J(IIIIoJ farm on 

Eruff~y ' s CrEck and sawE d a set for •• W linnl.OIl bougIIt 

what t1mb(r th[r€' v.as on the 
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Commerce And Industry S G 
G<' " - . • Smith ,Hillsboro I Ii' ,Va . Pocahontas County . 

-- cree ., 1111wns Conclud(d __ 

unniaon in his oarpE.nter Y!ork as ·,'i . :': Kinni son contract£.d to build and 

~nstructcd Som~ 

~mong the m were 

of Pocah ontas County ' s beet and ~t Expens lv~ buildings 

the Ucthod lst Church at Uar11nton,U.Va . The ~111sboro Gra-

, 

;led School and a res i dence 1n the Kinnison Addition of P.lllsboro t"#iI#! / / 

and the Bank Of Hillsboro Euild1n& these were an brick buildings and con

structed by Ki nn ison a resident of H1Dsboro and near Label l e , so most of the 

,',t i mbe r he bought and had fD7ed was usEd by him in ~ const ruction, of buildi

ngs of some kind or other. 

Imormat ion ____ G<orge Williams/t¢Vl-tU Hillsboro ,W.Va. (R F D) 

Court Re cords 1 Uarlinton , " 
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Dur1np, the Industrial Period (18&0- 1;;10) ':he pcrple c, r rocahl"l nt:B.s 

Co \m t y repaired and reestablished t he ir flaY.' tr:l11s , !;ri!'t :::Ii11.!!. , 

tanner i e s and so fo:rth that they had estaolls ed before the CIYil , , 
'!ar , then of course there were many new ones bull t and many of 

the old ones wera under new manaeement. Theee . hOi'. ever , were all 

small individual b '-lslnesses just as they bad be.en before the war . 

No greatcommercle l industries were beg un until 1 8 76 when the St . 

Lawrence Boom and Lumber Company came into the county and be(sn , 
cutting the white pine, cherry and "'lalnut and ra f t!nr: it dovon the 

Greenbrier Ri ver to Ronceve rte. Since Pocahontas was so abundant 

in the se timbers , this became a very important industry. Practically 

all of' the lumber taken from this county during the IE xt twenty-

f ive years was taken out 1n th is manner . 

tVh1le it beca..fr.e knovffi that · Pocahontas had SMall denoB! ts 
. 

of iron , and some marble nothing vias done to develop an industry 

and no mineral rigbts ¥lere taken. 

Since as riculture and grazing were the chief occupation and there 
/ 

was no c oal, nOr enou~h other mine rs·Is to attract corporations there 

was no struggle between the land owners and corporotiona . The land 

was still in the hands of the original owne rs or their r~ilie8 and 
~ 

was valued on ly for ~ts timber, ezing and for the tjmber . E.eD 

ye t many far mers cont inued to clear their fields' and to roll the logl 

into pi les and burn them Dot r eali zing that they ~ere deetroJ1as 

what would have soon been worth 8 fortune to them • 
• 

As soon as the railroads \'Jere completed 1n lwOl , the .~:-t1 

beean to improve fornow , that transpo tat10n .a. avallable. 

cozr.panles we-:",e anxious t.o cpen up this ,'sst 

towns snrB.n~ II p aln:.ost ove!" ni ht , but when 

they disappeared almost 8S fast . 

('r' . I co"l~n ft find ar::yt~ t1uc-h written on thl~ I 
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:!'hel'e ""as ('noe a !"8n b~ the name o!" Penry Fhi111rs .. ho 8P looklrg 

0"61' this lnnd 1n the 1790 . f!e ent.'a ed D tl1.lrveyor , ,,1 111Ptn Poo~e 

of ar11n8 Botton, and surveyed 41,000 acres at the headwaters of 

Greenbr1e r River . Thts survey took 1n most of that -1ch timber 

country . About the s ame time a RandOlph County surveyor made a survey 

of 31 , 000 acres f or Ri chard Smytbe whi ch interfered , and lapped 

on the 41, 000 acre s . 

Henry Phillips hav ing acqu ired this land paid lit t le or no attention 

t o it, not even paying the paltry taxes . With other l ~rse surveys it 

lay idle and useless . 

The l egislature of Virg inia finding that sucb l a r ge grants hindered 

deve l opment, e\'o l ved the law 0:' forfeiture . ~o 1n the 1830 ' s and 1840 ' ~ 

they began to cut up t hese l ands and s ell them for the benefjt of the 

school fund . · Tne Phillips 41 , 000 acres was thus disposed of to the 

bi r-.hest bidders . It brought ~2l2.00 which was !lbout the cost of s 1rvel'

ins and sel ling it. 

I n the 1880 ' s there was a law suit over this l and because of the 

surveys 01' Phillips and Smythe . Bu t it se8ms that the Smytb~. surveys 

called for a cypress and no cypress could be found 1n these h1eh 

mountains . The work probably should have been c1 ppus meaninr, a set 

s tone. At any rate , Pocahontas count y wre~ted from Randolph r.ounty 

this large territor y . 

Thl s threw to Pocahontas count y a bIg boundary of Boruee and hem

lo ck forest country so ri ch in t imbe r as to render it worthleea r~ 
anyth1ng el se . , 



On t.ho t l t.l~$ bllse(j on thl.! 89.1. of forf.' tur •• the , - d • . .ut. n ro~e 

1n \'alue un t.1.l 1 t was worth sot:leThl n like 5 , oao , OOO 1n one day 

for the timber a lone , and now that the timber h6S been cut 1s 

held at s~meth!ng like 5 . 00 an acre for g r a zing . 

In 1903- 1915 when the beavy growth of timber was be~ng operated 

a nUI:1ber of towns sprang up a."d f l our i sbed for Il whil.B and dI s ap

peared . Among them : ',','11kell, Gertude, May, Brancher, Mgdellne , Olive , 

Nide , Wlnterburn , Burner and Oxley. The Coal and Iron Railway. 

tibet 8 vision of' wealth and prosperity that name once 'C onjured. Town 

sprang up and drummers wa lked the railroad from one town to the 

next when the trains did not run to suit tbem.ibe above mentioned 

towns occupied the sixteen miles of river SIld railroad whi ch lies 

between Durbin and whe re Rando lph County begins at the divide .. 

This is now a part of the cold and barren which lies in Pocahontas . 

i",'here as it used to look~ stern and wild , it row looks wild and naked . 

F~om Pocahontas Times - 1918 by Andrew r rice 

The above t owns were onl y a few of the 10 st towns of Pocahontas . 

Dur ing the l umbe ring days towns sprang up all along the Greenbrier 

Ri vel" and t han los t thei r impor tance or ceased to exist except in 
, 

name, $ i tllngton, Clover Lick , Harter, Campbell town , Stilwell • .i.his ~ 

was portly after 1 9 10 , hQwever . 

• 
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COnL'7I1 rO I And IndUotry.es:.IJUf 1 G Sn.l th Hl1laboro . :-, . Va.pOCahontas Co . 
:';(at \~i:q;lnle Pulp And pvp( r Co . ca.s o. i7 .Va. 

1M r: .Va.Pu l p And Paptr.Co . b<gan op'ratlon i n 1900 and have. 

b een opCrating pract ically steady s i nct t hat timC,thE mil l 81t~ r.as 

bOUf;ht from Me ;;ton J Gum and a t tha·t t i mE was bt ing farmt d by bim. 

Th E Vi.Va . pul p And PapEr 00. 1I8a madE up by and with tbf: f011_ 

owi ng mE n John G !.uk€: of Orangf,N . Y and his Bona r,' illlam,now at Cov -

I ngton.Va .Al Luk(,CharliE lukE and S.f Slaymakf' r a nd ;;111ie.m "'ib ltm(r 

of Pa.Slayruak£r had thE: at Illrg of all l umb( r. 

ThE gtnEral manaS(r of this CD.was t .P ShafEr fo r a long ptr_ 

lOd and tht' prt"aEnt mgr.is S .D Hlli'f, it .S F!l cl:man TIae g€n(ral mg r.of tbl 

Co . etOIe e.n d Burke McCarty was ass istant s~or( mgr . ThE namt of the stort 

is Thf POcahontas Supply 17hich di d an {norm<ouB buein{s s at one ti!llt as 

th(y had as high as 20 c l c rke bCe i dt e tht other stor~8 at Spruol and S1-

aty f ork b( sidc B sma ll sto rt s at Somf of tht' coal min£s • 

Th i s is a double band mill that cut a bout 75 to 50,000. Jlly nh _ 

and 3 of th( sr 17( r( th( lar!;, st Shay en&1n<s bu11t at that tlaf ,th'y hRd 

ro to 12 l ood' rs b'sidf s th(':>st eam sk1dd'rs that th'y US(d oa all: and ot-

h'r S( ctions l[l!lfI~ but at on' t1m' th< y had 27 camp. and haclatIcNt IO te_ 

am. to t h( camp the ~ror' th( Y had OV( r 200 1;''''8 of hora" O~ Irao 1If8d. 

';'h' y },rc.. II Btl an: shovt 1 and e. dit chcr . 

Th'1r R R was kno.~ as .h( 
• Gr' 'nbr1(r 
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'·('I .Pulp And Fapcx Co . * 2 Fage. S. G S. pocnbonta& Co . 

or thE; G. O &- E. r.ith Hobl rt Elv ie as R R Supt . ihE railroad startEd at CaBs 

t';Olt up LeetheI'r.ood to Spruce and tbere it foJt£:d \7ent dcmn ChEat RivE'r nCar 

Chca t JW1ctioD,the otb Er fork leads to 3 F rgoo,Slatyf'ork and vec,Ti'1th a line 

Up !ilk RivEr end i n on Tea CreEk by 17B.y of Red Lick Ut . 

ThE; mill forE-mans 1'1€"rE: \:llliam An(f£-rson and Char liE Furn-an,the 

druGgist was Harry Hi ll and at plfSEnt storE' Ugr,E.C Smith .. as store Mgr .at 

Slat yfork,Jay Buck ley nas c l€rk a t Slatyfork and run commlsarys for the Co.at 

d1ft'tr t nt p lacfs, 'i~· ill1am BuCkl(y "o r kEd in the storE. at ChE'8.t.ThE 17ood!: aupts, 

WErE- So l MCIHely, H(as ton Payne «iU. Judson Taylor and John(Jack) Crookahanks, 

l umb er e, r adErs J . R Guth rie and l~rk Wood Gum,thf postmastErs haVE been Dr .Jo~ 

AYlrs,lskc Clark and JamE S l~ oy€rs thE' prfsfnt P . U, }':;frl IrvinE oonductor and 

train mast E-r,GC o r gE Graham nas in chargE of th( officE: R.',; Fox bookEeper and 

It'ona Shcppard offic( worktr,John Hannah G. C.& I . R.R. llm(r Dmcan sbOp c1-

crk train mas ter and offiC E man , Jo(" GravFs yard fo r <mnn,8 . B Itthtlll nan th< 

C.ompany :!Brm an d 0 (ratE d the mE.at market for 8(v(ral yE&rl bat: lbt' p:rt'lfnt 

farm manag er is Gcorg€. '7au s:h,G~orgt Andf.son ..... abovElaza fo~ tile • R and 

anothE r G( orgc AndErson l78.S Rssistent mi ll forEman,Tar4 torc_ ....... e. 

Th< first COlllpany doctor .-as Dr.Jul1lUl Arbuokl< lie _ .. of Gn-

(nbri(r County , Hading doctors nft(r he l(ft a.. •• ,tb( PI~''''''· 

Eannah and their vetlrinary r.as Dr .F.e Nicktl. 



, . Vn . Fulp & Pnp<r Co . peee r 3 

Th t [olloTting l : (r( Inc 1n(( rs on thE " . C & E R.R Bom e tlmr or othf:r 

'.',' illiams , Oal Brad l(y,G'-org< Cromtr , :!(n Cameron,Sam ";-:nur)l,Frank -::111_ 

iams ,Floyd J)>rman,H .C G1 1mor { ,Thur~w F ltz\7!l.tcr ,Pat ~rf\.d l(y.C"nn rlif:. & GrOVEr 

Craddock- REd StanlE-y,C . Y,' Od€ll nas train dlspatc1:'l{ r . FraTtk I :'!t s ;;B8 conductor 

loa;e 1:. 
on Ch(nt .Ja~(6 Col11son .. as timc k~( r for th~ 1700ds and took orac rs for th~ 

C81tpS . ThE Say:yfIs T'l'E r € tbf. f0110\71ng mE n Tim KEnEE\.l€y,JE:an KEpn~r . EomE:r Br-

Ol?n .Ra.y Ott , Black i€ Cal.lJoUI). ,RobErt Blackburn, '.'r:.r r(:n Sh1fflft,Jo£ Hannah T:as 

(f1AJ-AZ.I(,Jr 
onE of the first s a '7yE Is , and thE preSEnt say.)fcrs arE Harry Ul11Er and Oscar 

Sarson . Jo e T.'oodd(-l l is tOi7n po licC.!if r b <rt Shaf€r mastf.r mE:chanlc and shop 

forfma.n,thfir El~ctric lHld~r man is Chal mf rs ShradEr. 

ThE ·, ... . Va.PuIp And PapEr Co.havE opErated ovEr somfth1Df; 11k< 110, 
. (l. .,<f"'U· 

000 aCrE S~(Si d<6 sornt: in o'thE.r coutif-s and this aCE ragE: covt r td the mos t of 

thE upp(r (nd of Poc8,hontas County,end took in thE fo llowing tErr£tory,Cas8, 

Back l!i:t, Chfat Jl t,i1O'.m ChEat RivCr,9ErGoo CrEEk,Slatyfork,Gaulcy ut,Flk Rivfr 

and to thf Randolph County linE and wh< n thEy \7( rE Op( ra.ting from I9I5 to 30 

they t-mp l oyt d bE.tr.E Cn 2500 and 3,000 m(n that rl c' 1v( d from $ 2.50 to $ 11 . 60 

a day(th( high p ricfs \7E.r€" during the ,.'ar.) 

E<.idcs the Oand mill at Ca. s th<y hnd a pulp m111 at Sprue. and 

they put out so lid tra in loads of pulp that waB ah1pp'd to OarSDgtoo va.to tb-

,ir paptr •. ill or to !uk' Ud to a p"p'r mill th .... and .......... lD.xtllO til'), 

Fi I-e 1 ~"1Iii bi~ tAr at the Covincton plant that d<.tra,r<d aer<za ~ 
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of prOp! rty and !.Ifl.t< ri(ll, lO Ol 1l{" 10 lI',illion pounds of finished i:rnft 

nnd scrap b t Si d<s thf pap (r :::.nd tl'iO mrn loot their 11v(e J .£ StEClty plant 

Supt . and .a l t er F I.ung~r mill ch(m l et and dCpt.hfad 1']f r( ov<rcom( with SI%OkE 

and di( d of a hEart attack . 

D.lring thE \'lar th(y had an lxtract plant in tht lov.- (r (nd of Oass 

a t \":hat is callld tht- Y,and h~r~ thfy ma~E tht supt . v:as A.JlOlton. 

Tbf population of Gass at the p r t-sEnt timt is SOO but back e fft1 yEare 

a go i t had a population of ~2,OO and at that time v;raa tbe largE-at tov:n in 

Pocah ontas County, cass has about 400 m Co~any housEs a Echool for th< wh -

it~ p opulation a l so a schoo l for thEe colortd,3 cburches and a large hote l 

that .. auld accommodatE from 50 to 75 people that was undE r thE 1Iie.ne.C;EmEnt 

of Ul's .Jac!c Crookshanks and a Urs . Heaster at difft rEllt timle they Emplo;{cd 

4- or 5 a irls and 2 cooks ,bes i d€ 8 this Establishr.1Ent they bad private hotels 

and rE.stf'.urants on thf cast sidE across the r iv Er,and it was on East sidE 

\,Iht- re the l umb Er h icks mostly put up end it »as her e that SE.'V(ral murdc r B 

17C: rf: commit tEd and Y,'8.S known aa dirty strHt over hcrE' you found 2 or 3 sto-

rCe a rlstaurant, a hOtE l a.nd SevEral privately Oml Ed hou ••• 

The Co . had oo.mps from SpruCE to 3ws on the lUatem lI&%1laD4 R R, 

most of the G. C & [ R !l v;as built by Italians and Auat:r1aD.a u4 _eae .'rt 

l::noml as th e bohunk camps. 

-- -
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!).lr1ng the ir operat1on s coa l \7o.s diacov(rtd nnd mints Ti'c.r E: opened up 

on top of Gauley Mt. bet\':~n BE rboo Crc.(.k and Slatyfork thi s m1nt T.'8.S op£-rat Ed 

unt1 l 1940 . anothe-r mine ,.:ae opened up brlor; Spruc£- and t1ae called the Hopk-

ins mi ne .another t1aS the Li nan mine just be l ow tbe Hopkins min e ,end a'oou t 

1920 Big John mine and DEer Li ck min E'S wer e opEnEd up. this ,,;e.s abou t tbe tiDE 

they \1ere l umbErinG: up Fish i ng Bel,}: Cr tt k this coal .. :us most ly. uBed by th~ 

Co . in thEi r trains end a t the tOV1Il of Cass. You find coal on aany of their 

holdings and no doubt some daY these mi n ee \'iill be reopen ed and new onEe 

OpenEd up . 

The 'il . Va Pulp And Paper Company b£yond a doubt had thE largest op

erations of any co . oparating in Poca hontas Co.end today they own sNtral th-

ousand acl!s of land but have sold sev Eral thousand acres to the govErnmrnt 

fo r rtiortstation purposEs.thE; ir far ming operations arE. vt ry (xtEn8 i VE. as they 

haVE farm lands f r om just out sidE. of ca.,ss to thef GrtFtlbank road and along 

DEEr Cr Eek an d you find land in hi/!l state of cultivation and BODlE of the fi 

nEst barns tham are found in this section of thE' State and in th'.f tbry w1-

ntEr from 2 to 300 head of cattlE and back a f'. y'ara 8&0 th<y prod"ufd ovtr 

1, 000 lambs a yEar . 

ThE \'I . Va . Pulp & PapEr Co . Op£ration. in pocahcmtu OOWIty ba ...... -

ant morE to th ( Growth of tb E county thnn any othfr op mUon tbat baa talr: ... 

il lscE h<r( at th'y not on l y furnished .mploym"'y to tht pooplO but ba ... II.lptd 



~ , .'t'B.Pulp & Papcrr Co .pocahontas Co. ~nCl !f 6 . S. c: . e:mlth 

rl St ly in th ( .. a y of taxat i on b<s i d(8 th( to\.'TlS that ha\a sprunG up , 

1l8111f l y Cn.ss.Slatyfork.and SpruCE besid(s scsttlrf d hous ls at thcsc coal mi -

nCe at Hopkins min e ,Linan mine. DEer Li ck & Bi &, John mines,at SpruCE whEr( tb-

ty had the pulp mlll you found hundl!£ds of acrEs of spruce trEf..s as this is 

a cold p lace snow gf"tting 2 to 3 feEt deep . 

D.lr l ng thei r 40 y€S.rs of opE.rating at cass it is EstiuatEd they cut ---1. I26 . 400.000 and about the seme amoun t of pulp "ood. most of the hardwood 

r:E.nt to lukE Md. and it i s Est i mated by one of tbeir f o r mer l umber g rader s tb -

at they carriEd r6 mi llion f€E-t of l umbEr on thE ya r ds a t a t ime. They had a 

plalnlng mill and put out flnished surfa CEd lumbEr i n t h e r:ay of sl d.1ng , flo -

oring and other drEssed l umber that r.a.s most l y used l oca lly i n the count y . 

ThE Pocahontas Suppl y Co. stor e d i d a bUS i nEsS of C 1200. 000. 00 a yfar 

bUsinE:8S ",hen they wer e i n the best of the t i mber and wh en b usinES S was goo d . 

Th e mill burn Ed i r I C24 but waB - - r Ebuilt at onCE. 

Cass tOday 1a a th riv ing l umber to\70 that has meant a lot to Po cahon-~-=-_ ___ w~ ___ 

tas County as it mete a Ill8. rk et for all the surplus fa.rm OODlDOd.1tiF8 of t h e 

surrounding tf-rr E.tory ,pay ed fO ormOU B taxes that helpEd u_r county sohools a n d 

gOVErn mEnt an d fu rnished (mp l oymEnt t o thousands of hfr citizen. this 11'&8 

Pocahontas Count y's largest 0p£l'a tiOD a.nd the pa.yroll of tllf' W. V ... Pulp And 

rap fOr Co . l'oo.a th e larg est of in 
any POcahontas. The lWDboring from about 1900 

to 1925 roe.s tht gl'E-at E.st i d t 
n us ry in th e County but BinoE that time tho op.r_ 
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t JAa ha.ve b .... lt'E.nJfM bouGht thoUsandS 
smaller opf-ratlons but the GOvernmen t has 

of ncr es of out 80 in y'8.r8 t o comE' it i8 
ov e laD • r d :for reforestation purposES 

hop ed the lumber 1ndus try will be better than at 1he pres£nt time dUE' to the 

reforEsting. 

So~ The ii.Va.Pu lp And Pap er Company hope to com;>lE-t € their op€ratlo
ns 

a t cass i n 2 are J'ust op£rattng in o rder to 
or 3 y ears th e p rEsent time t hEY 

fu rnish Emp l oyment to the populat ion of casso 

Informat ion_O.B Curry .Marlinton.":"; . iTa. 
J.RGuthri e . II II 

OouItt Records. I I I I 

Jay 3uck l ey . Buckeye. \7 . Va. 

:"' illiam Buck ley. I I I I 

J u lian Arbuck le-. uaxwelton. \7 . Va. 

All th e a.bove worked for the 00. at Bome time or other but Arbuckle and his 

fath€r 'I'!as Co. Dr. for a time a~ cass . 
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"'e:1t'a l"ol: t·or::orSamu.el G Smith -----_._----
:-'~"'1s t. Smith -._--_ ... -. _-- - -----

;Jon'CO J~~~_ F.orne Y • .L:ar11otoo . W. Va. 
Court "Recoxas-.--- r- , ---- .--

SOme of the 1--ULormatloor.'as gotten 

until above dates. 



nd 1n -.I t ry. SIR!1.1fl (; : .. lth ., 1J.ls ')oro . , . Yo. 
t 8 r oo 

OCf.>..-,on 8. 

,, 11.l.ibll.S l.nd ':. ifLr .... uwl.Jt. r Co. 

':"n 1917 \', 0.8 l rlcoTjJo r .. t l d <..nd 1 . H _. 111iama t;O B 

d r; l. n 1I1b r . 
prC B. an 

of J.:arl1oton.\I. 
(,. 0 all 

1 S< ... nnd Tr 0. • C pife r Vice Pr's. and Dr . k.S ,, 1 80n .... A· 

rn. and part of County 
11 ovt. r pocahontas th iS Tht-' ir operations have ~cn a (.(.nbriEr 00. 

t.£.k 1n (. r 
917 on s!, rinG Or - n I.au-Gr H nor l Er t S thEy operated in I to e op£ratiIlb 0 

_ _ e d in 19 20 tbf.y \, r crEE k 
was sa\']td by J.L hOl";ard OI ouck(.y . all mi cr€.E.k.B£.aVe r 

!..t . CW.1 DS 9 
'lk and in 1920 on J:lrushy l ' t but in 192 r(.l Crl..E:k.I9 t7 on . ill£: Distr c 

i in thE. Hun tEo rr5l1 and in 
cnd unti l 1926 they wf- r e op£.rat ng g 10 a,exes 

lar k tcbta l1ng 
tM-y bou£h t two tracts of timbCr from F . P C . Gay E:st . on suckS Run and 

Es of the Jonn 
1930 thC.y bought a ooundary of 60 acr Fork of 

58 acres on the Dry 
in 193It thE:.y bought a t r act of I s inc~ that 

of Laure 1 Creek . c.nd 

stony ex E:ek 

time tbBy 

f rom ~'l i~1iam D and J essie Burg€ sB hE town Df Marlinton 

th e upper part of t 
le mi ll sEt in tb have had t~ ir circu r i n connect ion ni 

end buying and trucking lobS \.h€rc E:yE:.r tit Ey can buy any 

and sell building mater ial th i s mill they run a p.le.ner 
a lrEady surfacEd and 

rea.dy f or use . 

capacity they used from 6 to · S t eams of .:h en they werE: opE.rating at 

and 4 or 5 log trucks TThEn they were h orse.s to do thE skidd i ngbad a log engine 

operating aJ. laurel CreEkJ and used from 3 

Bert Roberts was their s awy er for 

to 4 truck. to haul lumber and logs . 

quite a long time,and Alva Johnson 

is the present lumber grader and has be en for s everal years. 

r Besides th EJ.x lumberin€;. opErations th€y have a large stocre ,in which 

they have th llr offiee , ag€nEra l store a meat market with an experiEnc.ed mEat 

} 

cutter in Clar£ncf Jordan;ard rl iru€:r store man assistEd by h ired help and bEs_ 

iu's tr,is thEy distribute Conoeo baso linE and oil in Pocahontas and Randolph 

County. th is bUB in'ss "'as all built up from their lumhering operations G1i t hE 
lest 24 ylars . 

Inf Or/i,at ion. JawE.s Fornry . 1LL.r linton. ~ . Va • 

Court !HcordS. Lar1inton ... T!' 
• , I . r,a. 
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' / ' 9/25/40 ( Pooahontas County) - '7 S.G,Smlth,Bl11 eboro . 
COntmrr Cf" And Induatry ______ .:._ W,Va. 

, ----
Bartholorn~w Sawmill Co~~~ ----------------------

In 1920 the Bartholomew Brothers, namel y George, 
IlZll d SamuOl bought the timber of the Iflll1am H 'hanRd l!intid

e 
Wade p aoe on Stam in Creek no far from the Hig ock. an run_ 

ning -ith the ~i~e that diVide. Stamping Creek from t he Swago 
Cr.ele setnement the farm i. co .. owned by O .. en H cok of l!il lpoint 
W.Va, _ho is a f.:rmer of the S.mpi ng Creek COmmun1t y. 

The bought the timber from the ent ire farm o~ 3
6
5 acres and upon lomplet10n of the operation they f ound t hey had sawed 300 .000.feet . 

Barthol omew8 contracted the s awing t o J . L . 
Howard of Buckeye,-.Va.pocahontas County Who had a circular m1ll 
h. &greed to saw it fo r $6 . 00a thousand, Barthol om.w~ oont ract ed 

the sk1dd1ng to Sam Dean then of Seebert ,W.Va . for $6 .00a thOu sa_ 
nd h, sk1dded SO,OOO feet and gave it up eo Bart hol o

mews 
bought 

teams and f1n1shed the skidd1cg themeel ves. 

This entire opFrat l on required the s erv ices ot SOme 20 men, they were pai d from $3.00 to $4 . 00 per day most of the 
men boarded at home, therefore t he influence on Stampicg Cr eek com_ mt

nity 
Was verY' l ittle noticed save for the payroll. This OpF r ation 

s arted 1n the fall of 20 and ended up i n t he fall ot 21. The lumb_ 
; r Was graded and shipped out the greater part going to the K B. 

axren LUmber Company of CinCinnati . T1PPicanoe C1ty, Ind1ana'and 
The Penesboro LUmber Company, Penesboro, W. Va. 

Information ___ _ 

J.L H oward.3uckeye , W,Va. 
Geor ge Bartholomew, Hillsboro,W,Va. 

Court Records __ K&rl1nton, W.Va. 



9/26/40 
And Industry(pOcahontaB Couoty_ 

( 8artholo". " Sn""ill Company) 
S G Smi t h 

Hillsboro ,n.Va 

In the spring of I9 IS Geor 
ompw at Bill b ge a nd Samuel Barthol_ 

800 acres ~n06~~ W.Va bo~ht the timber oft at between 750 and 
ac res from Andy Ca~t~rm~~taf~ 8ndd the toot of Viney Mountain 50 
from 182 from Wes l e K ve n ear Seebert W,Va . the timber 

Kennison and from J eon tson of H 111aboro, I~5 acres trom O.W 
was locat~d from Mlilr;nk KRennlson both at Hl11eooro. This timber 

B ODe un on Caesars Mountain by the rattle 
~nak~r~:n on rhe Side of Viney Mountain to , tbe divide between Btam_ 

Pkbng t k md lttle Levels or Hillsboro side along Little Wountaln bac 
one 0 the Billsboro ,Lobelia road. 

ed six illi f t Thfey paid $15000,00 for this timbe r and saw-m on ee 0 lumber . . . 

EartholomewB had a single band mill whicb they 
set near tbe Ht llsboro, Lobelia r pad on the Frank Kennieon tarm at 
the foot ' of Viney Moun~ain, they bu1lt a boarding bouse and , or 0 
dwelling housps to take care of the men and the1r famalies toat came 
in to help manufacture this timbe r wh1ch pr1ncipally cons1sted of 
che stnut) r ed and white oak, mapl e and ash. 

They had a l ocomotile, and a loader to handle 
th e logs, railroad track wah lai d 1n the ho 10W8 on the more level 
ground up these hollows the log train and loader were taken to load 

the loge an haul tbe logs to the mi ll wherp they were sawed. 
Some 20 men were employed on the mill and on 

the train. • 
The lumber was graded ready for shipment 

some sold locally wh ile the balance was shipped where ever they 
coUld get an order but a greater part er part went to the Penabora 
Lumbrr Company Pensboro,W.Va. About this time the lumber market took 

[

a drop whlc? caueedmoet of the timber operatorato lose & great deal of 1 
money,and hroke a great many up,aa they had to take from .~5.to 160 per. 

thousand for liimber they had been getting from $I2O.to tI60.per ••• for. 
, Soon after this ope rat ion had f1n1Bbed tbe fuU1e. 

living there began to move out to find employment elsewbere aDd 1a DD t1-
me they were all gone,the houses torn down ,and this operatlOD pa •••• a.. 
to history.The Bartholomews bought property 1n Hillsboro,Qeo~ OWDI 

~
[rat es a filling station ,tourist cabins a restaurant and a .tGre 

/i,SamU£J l is in the trucking busin .. s hauling coal,and 1'-
I I farmers. 

I 

((Information»G~2~g~_~~2!~~~!~~!!~~~~L!,Ya. 
Court reoords.Marl1nton.W.Va. ------------------------------
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TYPist B.G Smith 
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Source .T<Io .. ... ~~e..! R Ruckman Mlllpoint.\, .Vltt:. t o 
Ma gg1e ----;-;-- - - - --,,- -- " 

:Early I I I I , I 

James Jordan S"l ~ V .L...I,. sboro.lI. a • . .. 
, . 



And Industry.Samuel G S~ith 
Hl11Bboro.~.Va.pocahontaB Co . 

About 1550 John H Ruckm ..... 
.... , who had. located 

a t ~hnt i 1m on the river just above 
B own today as the Beckley 

Pyles place built an Up And 
Down mill at the mouth of Stamping 

Creek gett-l ng his po_er- from the c~eBk. 
Ul cha el Scalee and Jake Simmons helped 
up the river and raft them down to tbe 

mouth of thfb creek I these were moet1y 

on the ~ill and aleo helped cut logs 

pine . 

Short ly after Ruckman started operation a men by the name of Jam

es ~.A Gibbs drifted in to that section and '1orked with Rucl:::ma.."l and were 

knOl'ffi as Gibbs & Ruckman and it was he~ that Gibbs invented the single 

stitch sewing Mach ine using lumber sawed on this mill in the making of his 

mach ines ,but- when Gibbs obtained a patent on the machine Ruckmans name was 

nIt mention ed(Jamee Jordan who is near 90 years of age has one of these 

mach ines in his possession today) they operated he;tf!' till about 61 or 62 

B~d due to the condit1.on the war had brought on Y.'ere unable to sell their 

~cch ineB or run the mill so Ruckman sold out to Samuel Auldridge and moved 

to Georgia and Gibbs went ove r abo~~ Staunton,Auldridge operated the mill 

for a lrh ue and sold out to William Clendenen who was a cabinet maker and 

used most of bis lumber in cabinet and furniture making that he sawed on 

th is mill. 

This mill operated until about r870 to 75 and \Vas proUtable 

to all ~ho run it as they found a ready sale locally for the rough boarda 

and what w_ent in the sewing machines and furniture also fpund a readJ Bale 

as this was one of Pocahontas Countys first L~dustr ies. 

In formntion-James R Ruckma~ Uillpo i nt . W.Va. 

1.arly Ruckman. 

l.:a.gg ie Ruckman. 

James Jordan . 

I I I I 

, , I I 

Hil l sboro. I I 



SlIbJe C c ~~erce &; rndustry . lumber 

Typ"t ~~"'L(l Smith 
--------~------

Souroe o Go ~ $ __ ~c~!ee l. Hi llsboro . W. Va . 
~------- .---

Garfield Hayes . 6eebert. I I 

" -

o";ritcr8 ' ?r o,:;ect 

rate 2/6/4r 

"\ 1 Co / , 

--- ------------
Ihte Research Taken ?Ll.,3/4-r 

Ihte 

Iht. 

a b loc k wh i ch req.u1:red plenty of borse -power and qu1te-a Obit" of 8K:111~ 

This operation fin i shed up in March . 

McClint ic a l so ought some 10gB from B.r and G.A McNeel tbe ent1. 

output Vias for Export and was shipped out over the C & o. 
I nforrr.ation.G . A hlc.Nee l- ?. illsbo ro.W. Va. 

Garf i e l d Hayes- s eeb~rt. W .Va . 



Commerce 
And Industry Samuel 
Lumber_ • C S:r:; 1th H11l.aboro.W.va.?ocabonta.e 

Dr.r .T MCClint ic t h en of H1llsboro 
with his w~o nae 1n t he l umber buein es 8 

and. Wh ite Oak timber from Capt . 

the Levele this operat ion took 

med ical profess i on bought Red 

:rlll1am MCNee l and Capt.Alfred Edgar both of 

plAce during the winter of I 901 and 02. this was to be put out in the log to 

seebert t o be shipped for export. 

McC lintic gave G.A and S.E :UcNee l the contract ot putting it out 

wh i ch was quite an undertaking as the loge were extremely large so the Skid_ 

di ng Via s very heavy;- to nhere they could reach t hem with bob-sleds .. at this 

'point they \7e1'e loaded on the sleds ready for the trip 'to seebert which was . 

a very d ifficult task as the snow 'W9.S deep most of the time and often it re

qu ired' from 4 to 6 !J. orses to a sled especially V1ben the snow was 80ft and 

when extra teams were needed they 17ere h ired from .r.S UcUeel,Garf1eld P.ayea 

helped in driving. tea. .. and hel ping l oad and unload the 10gB. 

After all the p l ogs were del i ver ed to seebErt McC lintic e~loyed 

G.A MCNeel to belp load them on f r eight cars this was done with teams and 

a b l ock wh i ch r ectuired plenty of horse -poiler and quite a b1t of skill. 

This operat ion finished up in l~areh. 

MCClintic also ought some logs from S.E and G.A McNeel the 6ntl. 

output Vias for export and was shipped ou.t over the C & o. 
Info rrr.a ti on . C. A teN e el_ Hillsboro . iY. Va. 

Garfield Hayes _ s eebert. ~ . Va . 
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Subject Commerce &: Industry. Lumber ""t. 2/6/4-I 

Date Resea rch Ta ken ?iI .M/41 ----

Source Harper AdkleoD . llsrllnton . w.V&ihte 
w; G-McEeev-errlh1e~ rWo~ 

G.B S1~ons . El118boro.~.va. 

II 2 Inf_ G.P Uoor"e .!larl1ntoD..W.Va. 
Harper Adkison . I I " 



:ree And Industry . E:arr:ue l 
- Lumbel1_ 

19 Q; H.Jr Wn son formerly 

C Smith P.111eboro.n.va.rocehontaa Co . 

re crew, boarded at- Ad.kl'sons and when th..eYJ had fln1iahed th1.a 40 acre tract 

they fOWld ~h.ey had. cut and sawed 225.000 feet a part of which ...... bought 

by; Dn'.i!:. r McG!lin.t1.c and a part by .T.ames Sheet"a which was wagoned to Buck_ 

eye with two 2 horse teams driven by, Andy Lightner and Bryan Gum and from 

Buckeye stathan loadetl ~ f~eight boxcar cars for shipment t o different sec_ " . 
tions of the country. Harper Adkison was the Bon of Isaac. 
Tnformat1on___ _ Harper Adkison .Marlinton.T1.Va. 

\',' . G: McKeever. Buckeye. 'IT . Va .. 

G.H Si mmons ,Hillsboro . W. Va. -------- ---------------------------k----------- --- ------ ---------------
sa17ed the Wen Kinn1son t1.mber, th.e m1:l1 .... et In I9 Cb. ,li;Jt Vlilson 

on the run near the Kinnison resfdenc.e 1 this farm 1s now owned by (1.1' Koore 

now o:f near Edray,. This lumber was i'iagoned to Buckeye for shipment out oyer 

the C&:O railroad. From this set on Spruoe Flats Wilson moved bi. 1l11L to 
Stamping Creek. 

Infoxmation.G-.p, Uoore.UarI1nton.I'{ . Va . Rfd_ 
HarpEr Adkison . Uar linton.w.Va. 



':>lIbjec tOonweroe &: XncluBtry:.. Lumber 
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G.B S!mmon8.g1l1Bboro.~.Va . 

Source Jaln C McNe!ll. Buck;eye. " 
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COtJ\ttl E': r ct: Ab d Indua try _pocal'tontas count y . ( Lu.'1Ibe r ) 

( WI THROW MCCLI "T I C~ 
S.G Smi th Hi l lsboro. r,' . Va. 

In 19 CP MCClint i c bought a trac:t of timber fr om Clark kelli s ou 

of BUckeye ana l ocated OD Dry Cree k a Tributary of Swago Creek and 

the same year set b ie circul ar mill on the Kel l ison farm to star t 

qpe
r
atlon ,tble farm 1s oimed at present by Porter Kell i son and h ie 

son Forrest. 

MCClintic d i d t h e skidding with h i e Dvm teams and they fin i shed 

up the same year or 19 CE and found be hPad cut about 350. 000 feet . 

Information .John C McNeln Bucke~e.w.v a. . . 
- ------------ ------------------------------- -----------------------

r 
In the fall of 1910 McClintic set h is ml1~\swago Creek in front 

of the Methodist Church and at this set wEre cut logs from the McC_ 

lintic farm,also from the farms of the following Joseph pennell. 

Thomas Hause and Porter Kelli s on all of Buckeye and all of the Swago 

And Dry Creek section. 

This s et being only a short distance from the McClintic homestead 

thErEfore the men boarded at licClintic'. and the teams that did the 

skldd lnd were kept at home. 

Henry OveTholt ,David W Loudermilk and Judson L Howard were the 

eawyers working at diffe~t times during this operation. Wi l 11 .. Li-

ptrap was firEman and James W Forney did thE scaling and grad1ac. 
John McNeill was teamster for about two years during th1. oplratioa 

the l ogs from t he McClintic farm WErE skidded while the lOS. f~oa 

Hauses and Kellisons WerE l oaded on lIgons and hauled to the 11111 

h the winte r time we r e t ransf Er red on sleds to the mill. 

l(ost of this l umber was bill stuff and 

snd BuckeyE and loadEd on fre i ght cars for shipment,quite a few 

tiES ~ere sawed at tbis set for tbe C & 0 2ailroad Co. 
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.t!:S.J,QCJI lr:;;;rnICAT! .... " kE~ 

--------
Typist B G S i • ID til • ---- _ _ A _ __ - • - _ _ • ____ _ ___ _ Ih ~ e 

:;Olu-ceqq~. Records &- (P.H Simmons Date 
I!arlfnto";: ;'-. Va. -- -- -- -Hinsboro. 71. Va 

Thi>< report was seot- in at ooe ,tl,ine b\U; had to ~ 

reWro.te and: J)Uli finJish.ed. getting, the oecesaa:rJ lofarwatJan at tht. 

tJime. 
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/ -~ Comm8 rce And In d t 
us ry.S.a Sm1tb.Hil18bo~o.W . va . PcCehontaa 

Lumbex_ 

I n 1920l7ithro" l!c Cl1ntlc of Buckeye . W.Va. bought · the timber : 

tho hair. of ROYal Kersh~er on Droop Uauntaln the deed having been 

by t 'h.e fOllowing Cora Good , Ll11ie Cut llp , W. P_A .L 

ahner al~ of Spice, W. Va which 1s on Dr oo'p Mount a in and 

MCClintic bought another tract of 35 acr es f r om Virgie A Hall 

on the other' Side of the mountai n near Jacox , W.Va. and now known 

llisha Morrison pl ace. 

McCl intic did not live to operate th i s timber and when h ie 

was set~Led up ~t was sold and L.~ Will i ams of Marl inton of 

Attd ' Pf fe:c. Lumber Company and contracted to George H Simmons 

<-0" operate# rlh i CD took place in 1932 and 33 before the m11.1 

ams And Pifer bought another trac t from L. S Cochran at the 

mountain nEar the Madison Woods sugar camp and it was here 

set the c i rcular mil l . 

Simmons had h i a 0= horses so- he dtd t h.e skidding h~el! 

th.e cutting,he er.ect-ed a cat:J.p fo r the men and 

wh i ch. m-e f r om two t o four head.At th.e en d of this operation 111 

th Ey bad cu.t 550."600 wh ich "as trucked to the railroad and sh:lfll", 
diffe.r.en t p l ac_es. • 

Informat i on-Geor ge H S i~~ons_ Hil lsboro.W. Va. 

COUl' t Recoxds _ 
Uarlinton . I I 
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Typ1,t _S-,-(LE!~~!'" ___ ______ ___ _ 
COUirt Recol!ds. Marlllntonl 

sowl/,!dney. lIcCoy;. Beard 
G.R -S1mmom r.S±llsboro. --·--

M. C 8mi th I , 

• • 

!:nt. I/J/4r 
---- ---------- -----~ 

lAlto Rlsssar oh Tnken~{gj.41 __ _ 
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Comme rce And Industry ,s.a 
~ ltbron UcCllntlc. Smith ,Hillsboro. 7: . Va .Pocahontas County 

In 1926 UcCllntlc bought a tract 
of tl~ber from Nick UcCoy or Beard 

end located on Locust Creek . 

Another of his operations was on Stony Creek when he operated the 

:Triah Beverage timber . He also had another set nEar ribere ueal 3evere.ge t...; 
now li~e8 and cut the t imbe~from his arm lend and at that time known 

as the ~cCormlck land. 

Another of his operations was at Laden Bottom on Knappe Creek just 

above ~arl lnton this took p l ace in 1923 and a greater percent of this 

lumber was sold loca lly as lumber TIae needed in the torm to erect new 
, 

residences and McClintic himself erected several dwel1ings aome on ~wer 

Camden and 3 or 4 on what 1s known as The Hamilton Field and at that ttr 
" . 

me knoVin as McCl tnt-ic town as hie houses were among the f1tst to be buil-

l~ there and were built along the prESEnt StatE Road. 

McCl intic was one of Pocahontas County 's greates~ business sen as 

he belLev.Ed in dOing things as he EmploY,Ed morE mEn than any othe~ ind

ividual in pocallontas County and it was by his untixing effarta that 

furnishEd Empl oymEnt to the many indLvlduals in many different walks of 

llfe as he emploY,Ed tEa'!lsters for both tbe McClintic Farm as well aa to 

th,e \'loods and on th.e road, truck dl'.lvErs, cooks ,CarpEnter.s ,Blacksmith'. 

t timbEr cuttErs, lumber scalErs and graders,Chauffeurs and co~on 

and this pay,roll meant a lot- to the l aboring class of people ot ~ 

section as well as other parts of the state • 

rnformation-Co~ Records.Yanlin'~'~'va. 

SidneYI McCoy, 

GEorKe H Simmons 

M.O Sm1thl 

BEard. I , 

HUlabol'O. , , 
, I , I 

I 
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And I nduetry. Srunuel G 
Smith. Hill sbor o . r: . Va.pocaholltas COU-'rlty. 

Lumbe r_ 

In I S93 Withr ow l.\oClinti f 
to 60 acr e s on StB..'llpin C 0 Buckeye bought a boundary of aome 50 

g Creek from Lee and l.!al'Y Cackley a"ld the circular mill 
r.ss set in the bottom b 

elow. the Cackley residence now occupied by "\he Bon 
IY1111am H Cackl ey. 

Th.e mill was logged by 3 yoke of OX-""u and they "Were dIl-.en by Geo_ 

r ge He f n e r,John poe and Adam Young and among the men working in the woods .... ere 

Frank }Lo ore end Willis G M.cKeever, the sawye]! was G"rent· Smith and John Hamrick 

f ire d th_e boil er. 

The best" o"f th1:.s Imnber was wagoned by 4 horse teams to the mouth 

of ~tamping Creer and put in the Greenbrier- River· and rafted to Ronceverte .. 
where 1."'"t was Bol d to lwnber buyers and shlgped to distant lumber centers and 

the low grade was mostly sold Locally and Cackley himself bought aiBt 60,000 

feet to be used on t'he farm in e~ecting ba rns and other outbuildings_ 

Th:is trimber was mostly Red and White Oak of very high qual~ty as 

1.t- was extra ffne t -imbelr both-! 1n siz..e and qualiLty,. 

Inf'ormat"i.on-J.:arly, Ruckman Mimpoint". 7/. Va. 

Maggie II 
I I I I 
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7'ypi st _ Sa..mue~....G _ S."mu'~t"-hL.. ____ _ 

Souroe George S1I!lJJlone . H111sboro . W. Va tlnte Filed _ ._-- -- ----



And Industry . Samuel G Sm1 th H1llsbo ro . r; . Vii . Focahontas 
LumbC'r_ 

In 1911 and 12 McClintic '';las opC'ro.t1ne on Spruce Flats and onE' set 

the John Ad!!lson farm now owned by 111et Higgins bEsides sa,.,ing the 

timbEr on the Adk i son pl ace he hauled 100. 000 from Red Oak Flat ,the m1ll 

1';'88 logged by his OVill horse s and the san'yer was Henry Overholt and from 

there he moved over to the Cl al'lSOn IleNe!ll place an~ saed two sets one naB 

near the ol d barn and near the residence of the 018.\180n p lace the other 

se t "las in the old orchard out near the present county road . 

Ben Doyle and George Simmons contracted the Skidding and they sawed 
425,000 feet at the two sets J ohn Sydenstri cker Was sawYer on these two 
set s. 

, . Another Of MCClintics operations was on Downey RWl when he cut 50. 

000 for I saac MCNeel of the Levels but a l end owner on Downey Run,1:hls was 

for McNeills orm use to be used at his fa~8 in the Levels. 

Tn.for mat i on . George Si mmons .H1.ID.sboro . W. Va. 

, 
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COmmer ce And Indus try 

';>;' l!cCl1 ntic. 
\'11 t h r o" 
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S. G Sl:Iith Hil lsbo ro. ?: Va. 

In 1917 M. S Wilson of Marlint on bough t the timbe r off of some 
)00 acrc s t 

rOm Dani e l A McNeil l of Buckeye f or $I.SOO.aO this timber 

Was l Ocat ed On Rush Run and pxtending toward t he Pi nnacle Rock on the 

Roger a Ut. Mr ~ilson never operated this timber but sold it to Withrow 

MCClintic of Buckeye for 8I.SOO.00. 

This tract joined the following farms MOSB }liller. G . D Uc l~pill. 

S . B Auldr£dge, N C - Rogers and the l.lcClintic Farm and p:xtE"nded t 0 thE' road 

that t oday is route 2I9- Mc Clintic started operation about IGrS setting a 

c ircular mill on Rush Run j ust abov f' t he bridge at the foot of =uckE"ye hill 

a bout 20 men were empl oyed on the mill and 1n the woods tbe skidd1ng was 

done lvith from 3 to 4 t eams, the men all either boarded at home or at the 

femE" of Mc Cl i ntic and all t he buildings they had was a barn for thE' horsf's 

and a shelt er for th e men to ge t in to eat their dinn ' er. 

Tram roads were built from the mill to the Rock HouBP,wblch 1s a ~ 

cave and thE" main s ource of water that ff'Fds qush Run,tbla road sa. built 

out of 4 by 4 pieces nal1ed to cros s ties that wprp laid on tbe gradp.up 

the run ,the log cars or co mmonly call£d log trucks w,r, drawn up tb~ I~d# 
• 

by hors es there they were loaded ·and let drift down tbp grad. to tbe .111 

whf' rr the-y ,':erE' unloaded end again thE' horsE'S Wf"rp hltchf'd to 'tbo aaI Uk •• 

back up th. grade,however t his procFedure did not provef .erp ..t18t .. ,~ 
and after being in use a short time the Tram road waa dlaoOll'lJmet _ 

the logs skidded the entire distance by hors.s which waa approsl .... 1r 

mile at the longest or to the S •• ch Spring which is near tbe 
ck nff~r thF' dividf bf'tWf'f'D thp Stamping Crf'ek end Swago ald •• 
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• Cou~rrcr And Industry 

------ .... 1thro'r. l!cCl1nt 10---

S . O.Smit h F.l11eboro,l.,v
A

, 

PocnhontaG County . _ ---#' I 
In 1924 J.S.J.~cNe tlt and !.!ary C.llelln ' 1 hie wifr of Eillshoro,7i,Va 

sold tb~ ti mbe r on a 56 and 217 ecr€ tract fox t3000 . 00 this timber 

laY~d on ruld near Little Mountain in Little Levels DiBtrlct.d~pd ~aB 

~ad p Jan .I ,I 924 a nd the timber to be removed by Nov.I/24. 

An old house that 1s s t i ll standing today was used as a camp ,s 

barn was bu ilt to ta k e care of th~ teams that did the ekidding . A 

circular mill Was s sit nFar the foot of r i ttle Mountain and not far 

from thf> McNf'f'l homf'stead about 20 men WFrf' pmploYf' d on t~e mill and , 

1n tbp woods they weX F paid from ~2.to ~3.ppr day. 

This sp t was finished in I 924 thE' lumber taken by f our horaf' 

team toi SFeb~;t and from tb~r~ shipp~d to differ~nt sections of the .. 
country. Th~ mill was mov ed to another set. 

rnformation __ ___ ~ __ Court Records h~arl inton 

Yoi throw McCl int ic #2 

Wi t hrow McClintic bought the timber of 50 acr e s from F.P a nd 

Li ll ie Kramer of ~ illpoint and deed~d Feb .2S/22 t his l and i s bett e r 

known as the Joseph S. Smith land/he paid $500. 00 for it ,this t imber" 

was on the Fast s ide of Route 219 on the Smith Hill and about t wo m11ps 
above U1llpoint . 

A circular mil l was set on th i s 50 acr es t h i s be i ng a small 

operat ion it uas finished up i n a short t1me,the l umber haul ed out to 

SEPbert for sh ipment where ever a aarket could be found and tbp mill 
IIiovpd to another boundary elsewher e. 

Information-~----M . C . Smith 

r Court Recorda 
Hi llsboro 
Uar11nton 

W,Va. 

" 
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Com~r rcr And Industry __ S .G. Smith Pocenontas Co . 
Hl11oboTo . 

:";lthrol'} !.:cC11nt1 c W,Va . 
:" ~ 

eold 
In 1930 F Ilf't Higgins of Buokeye and l ocated on Spruce Flat B 

thr timber from 53 acrps to Wlthro1'1 McCl i nt i c aleo of Buckeye fo r 

S30 00 this bE'ing a chestnut sect10n thpre \vas a good per centage of 
~ . . 

f'stnut.timbE' r suitable for TE'lephone and Teregraph pol es,aleo poles 

largE" and straight enough for power Line const ruction .ThesE' pol E' s we r e 
from 30 ft . to 60 ft. in length .They were cut and sk i dded by horse s to 

thE' top of the mountalni and t here l oaded on wagons and taken to Buc

kE'ye and there loaded on Freight Car s and sh i pped to StaWlton,Va,where 

they were put in Creosote vats to pres erve t hem bE" fore they were used 
in Tel ephone and Electr i c construct i on. 

The saw l ogs we r e l oaded 'on wagon s and taken t o one of his mills 

on h is far m 1vhich was a Ci rcular mill. 
, . 

Arr l the men employed on this operation either boarded at home 

or at the McClint i c r esidence. 

Information . Court Records )l.arlint on. "N ,Va. 

M,C Sm i th Hillsboro ' , 
#7'-

In 1929 Mr . McClint i c bought the t imber from III acre's from 

Hattie Shelton of Buckeye and l ocated on Swago Creek for ~25.00 this 

was mainly Spruce and Hemlock but th is ti mber was not operated aa 

McCl int i c got s i ck and di ed in 31 and when his estate waa settled up 
it went back to t he She1tons. 

I nformation. Court Records Marlint on W,Va. 
_ _____ h ___ _ __ h _ _ U ______ 4 ~= __ _______________ _ 

In t he summer of If22 McClintic set his mill on~mpry And~r.OD8 

place on Droop Mt. there ht> cut 100 th ousand that h~ bought frOll '1'011 

and Henry Ke r shne r ,this was mi xed timber but mostly Ch~8tnut. 
Th is sf t was in t he same section where the Battl~ of Droop »t. 

was fough t and l ot s of the l ogs ha d Minnie Balla and other fragmant. 
fr om the cannon s, t his made the logs hard to saw. 

:rn:format ion Wallace Kershner 
II . C Sm ith 

Spice lI,V a. 
Hillsboro, " 

i 
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Comm~rc~ And lndu otry s . C , Smith Pocahontas Co . 
Hl11oboro • 

. .,.. Va. 

W1throw McClintic.:;r! (,. 
In 1920 ''i'1th row McClintic bought thp timber from the b" irs of 

th~ lat~ Royal Ke r shner D "t Th d d b i " of Spi ce W. Va. on r oop AI . f' e(' e ng 8ig_ 

n€'d by Cora Good , Ll1lip Cutlip, iV.P._A .L.-J.T._A. D.and W,R Kershne r 
all of Sp i cp , ~ ,Va. 

They recd $500.00 for the tract of 35 acres this timber "aa 
operated in 1927 but not on the Kershner land as McClintic had bought 
t .lmber :from Virg ie A. Hal l on the other Bide of the mOWltain npar Jacox 

in 1920,35 acres for $2 00. 00. Th€' KershnpT' timber was '.cu;t and put on 

wagons and skidded together to the Hall land and bettpr known aa the 

Flfsha Morrison place,and the re 

Portable Circular mill • 
,McClintic s~t his mill Whioh was a 

. 
" Three teams were used to do the skidding and IO men were used 

in the woods and on the mill,this operation finished in 1925 and the 
mill moved to another: set. 

I nfor mation---______ ~allace Kershne r Sp1ce,W.Va. 

Court Records Marlinton, II 

------ Withrow McClint1c----~ 7 
In r9I~ Withrow Mcalintic bought a boundary of tlmberfrom 

John.A.: !{;ill of HHlsbnxo at $8.00 a thousand on the stump tll1.s 

small boundary had 97 thousand on it or $776.00 worth this wa. mo.~
ly White Oak. 

The mil l was set just below the Hill, residenoe new tbe 

State Road ,Two t eams were used to do the sktdd1ng and 'ea , .. it~~ 
us~d cutting timbe r and working on the mill. 

They fini shed up in 1919 trucked the 

shipm~nt and moved the mill to another set. 

1nformation-----_John A.~.Hill Hillsboro. "." ... ~, 
Mrs I I I I I I " • " .' C 

• 



COtnmprcp A 
nd I ndust ry. s . a . Sm ith 

Poea.l} onta.s Co . 
---- ~ltbror. McCl1ntlc_____ Rl1~~~:O 

------- -----------ilHS -

In 1921 McCl intic bought the timber 
Xer shner of Draa Mt 

from '5 acres from r.allace 

P . for $500.00 he a l so bought a emal1 tract from 
I!itchpll Barrett and another small tra ct · from Zedd Scot t bot h of Droop 
ilountain. 

Opprat1on was etarted in the win~er' of 21 t he mill was s et on 

Kprshne rs farm that 18 near the o~her' t wo t r acts they f1ni shed up ·t h is 

ope ration 1n the Spri ng of 1922. The l umb er was wagoued from the ml~l. 
" 

to the State Road w~tb wagons and "teams by ~x ie cutlip "and Jim Wi ckline 

and there 1 t was loaded on trucka and t a ken to Seeb ert r eady for ship

ment to the many l umber markets over ~he ~aBtern part of the U. S. 

The men empl oyed here were l ocal employees that followed wooda 

wo rk 1n wlnterand farmed in Summer. Two t eams were used to do the 

sk i dding . Thpy finished up i n the Spring of 22 and moved the mill 10 

another set. 

Information------ - ~al lace Kershner Spice tV ,Va. 



C01:'UTJ f>roe And 
Induotry ___ s .G. 3mith 

--- t'.'1thro\i' },'cC11nti H,11lsboro. c____ 17 1'. #9 . , • 

.. _·· .... u 

Pocahontas 
cou.'Tlty . 

n throVi McClintic f 
f

a Buckeye who 
:;1cg arm on the hpad waters of S armed a large stock and. gra_ 
had a log job f wago Creek and Wil11ams R1ver alway s 

a some kind or th 
the mfg of ti b ## a er .he bei ng ve ry much tnte r eoted in 
manufac~ured : i er :ttl-'14-141.v4>l4tv.Y4f.#/.¥.HFJU' of all kinds as he 

mber. in.. to lumber ,mine prop s ,tel ephone an d l1ght pol e s 
Locust for pins R R ti 

, . . es,erose arms f or tel ephone and tel egraph l1ne s 

s o he haa to keep buYing different t r acts all the t1me and most a1,,

aye bad one or more tracts bought ahead , and back before the ~ime of 

the automobile he attended to al l h t.:s oper at i ons e 1tber-~ on hOTseback 

or often he used a horse and b~ggy or a two wheel cart as he travel ed 

both day and night through all kinds of weather and over all kinda of 

roads looking after the many niiffprent i j obs located\i in different 

parts of Pocahontas County, and some operat fons outside the Co. 

In 1917 he bought the timber from the tl-11 10 I acres of Uill-
F. 

nrd Ruckman for 54 00. 00 a circular mill was set npar the Ruokman· 

residence and now occup i ed by ~ill ie O. Ruckman and his mother Xl1za 

Jane Ruck~an who is S3 years ol d. 

McCl intic d i d the cutttng and sk i dd ing with his own men aDd 

horses. Th i s operat ion took pl ace I mile off State Route 219 aDd app

roxi~tely 2 mi . above Uillpoint . They built a small oamp for tbe .en 

that were f r om the surrounding ter retory. 

The timber cut was Sugar , Red Oak , Chestnut 

sal7ed taken by '"agon t o Seebert and !L'ld l oaded OD Fre1&ht .. 

C & a Railroad and sh i pped t o d i fferen t sectioDS 

This operation f inishpd up in 1920. 

1nformation---- Court Records--- - - __ ~arl int on.W.~ • • 

Mrs Ruth Ruckman Smi th---- __ Millpolnt. II 

M.C. Smith Hill sboro. " 
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CO~1OCrce Amtl I ndu s try 
~ -- - ---:-----,.- - --

tatl1rOw UoCl l nt i c - - __ _ _ 
-,;(/.!l 

I n 1907 ~rank Hayes of ne ar 

t c ounty""' .... "' .hen a.e 

S .G Srf. 1th 
Hil l abo ro . 

·r . « . 
Focahont8B County . 

gcebc rt bought 20 Red and Vi"h.lte ou 
tr("~ 8 t r om Capt a in James Mon roe McNe!ll of Buckeye for $150.00 and Hayee 

SOld t hem to McClintic wh o set h is mi ll in tbe hol l ow near what was thea 

the Joe p ennEl l l i ne . 

A camp and cook r oom wer e built a nd a barn f or t he horses and Dp

~ration began and whEn t hey had f ini shEd in the same year t hey had sawed 

,a bout one hundred t housand of th e VEr y fin e st Oak lumber a.s t b ese tree. 

W€ r e v~ry larg e an~ fr ee from knots a nd limbs. 
, . 

Capt a in Jim as corrmonly known was a Capta1n in the Southern Ar., 

and t oday hi e s on Profess or G.D McNEtll owns a nd r esidea on th1a farm. 

I n f or mation Ilrs G. D McNe i ll Buc keye W.Va. 
G. B Si mmons Hills bo r o . .. 
A . 1i McNei ll Bucke ye , " p eni c k Ryde r Millpoint. " 



COL'lltC'roe And In dustry-- 8 .C Smith Hmeboro ,'" ,VQ. .Pocalt.onto.e Co . 

i;l thro1\' ~cClint1o-- =11/1 

In 1924 ~~ffett Cutlip of Beard,W ,Ve. sold ~ithrow UCCl1nt1c a e~ 

(I boundary of timber of approximately 20 acres for $1300~OO this Cutlip land 

is now Olmed by Outlip's son Remus,Us timber was located on the South E_ 

ast side of Droop Mt. fac ing Locust Creek at the same time McClintic bought 

the timber from 15 2 ac r~ from Bl anche Hamrick also of Beard .this boundary 

was knOl'IITl 8S the Wallace Beard place forJ:>/ this timber he paid $2. 000.00 

Stm Sparks of Droop Mt.also Bold a few thousand feet of loge. 

They had Two sete one toward the top of the mt .or near where Jess 

Scott lives on the Hamrick land the other eet was just above Cutlip1s house 

They ;"sed 1+ and 5 teams at the skidding and used from I 0 to 15 men on 

this operat i on . Today you find one of the barns that was built and uaed by 

Mc Clinyic being used by Remus Cutlip and this is all there 1s left 

to show whtn'e this operation took place . 

Information--___ Remus Cutlip Beard 

George Simmons Hillsboro J t t 
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Co~m(~ce And Industry----S.G Smi th Pocahontas County . 
Hillsboro.7f ,Va 

----Withrow MOC lintlc--- - - # 1'1 \ 
In the fall of 1903 MoClintic bought a tract of timber from Jamea 

E AUldridge and bis mother Martha Auldr l dge the widow of William Auldrl

dge of BUckeye,the timberwaB Bold from some 60 to 70 acres for whioh 

the~ received $IC5.CO. 
The mill was set not far fro m the Greenbrier River and just in fr-

ont of wher e J ohn Auldridges house non stands on the Auldrldge farm,~ampB 

were built ~o take care of the men and barns erected to stable the horses , . 
as they used from 4 to 5 t eams to do the skidding and some 20 to 25 ' men 

we re used on the mill and in the woods.Henry OVeholt and Riley Painter were 

the Q-awyers and William C McClune did the cooking as he was an experien_ 

ced cook having cooked in l umber camps all his ~e. 

As fast as this l umbe r was esawed 1~ was taken by wagon and 4 ho-

rae team across the Greenbrl·er River to a switch at Improvement Lick Hol

Loll' and the,. loaded on board Freight cars of the C & 0 Ranroad. 

This operation finished up in the fall of 1904. 

Infor~ation-___ -J .E Auldridge 

Matilda Auldridge 

C. H Simmons 

Buckeye.W,Va. 

" " 
Hillsboro. 'II.Va. 



• t. 

c 

• 

r 

Oo~croe ADd Induatry----POcahontna County . S.C 8~~ 
Hll19bo..~l-a Withrow .MCClinti0 :f.-. 13 

In If12J T. L and lSary K. Beard of Millpoi nt Bol d tbe t i mber !::a It. 

168 Bore boundary to Withx;ow YcOl1ntio for $3 000. CO,th is tii>ber _ .. 

~hat 18 known as the Reniok place at the foot of DroOp Yt. ab~ ~ 
IlIne below Rnlsboro and adjoi"Iumg thll fOllowing farms I.a ShnJI-'L 

Beard and J .M McBeel aU of' Hi llsboro. 

Th1.s tlmbe;r was operat e d inI927 an' old g ranery "as used tor. C!!!!ip 

and the old Re n1ick barn was used to stable the horees In. 

The C1rcular mm. was set near the old/.., fum res~cftl.ce a'iut"*r 
cut between g and 9 hundre4 thousand Which was Red and White Ou ... 

and Chestnut .From 3 to 4 teams were uee",to do the akidding and .. 12 

t o '!s men were used on this operation . 
• 

McClintic sold a g ood part of hlis lulllber locally to be used ta 
bUilding houses and barns but the better grade was shipped out at .. 

' I 

stat ~.Th1s operation finished up in 27 • 

I nformation" --__ -C ourt Records 
'. .' I 

T . L Beard 

George H Simmons If 

• 

I 

, 

. Marlinton 

Millpoint 

Htlleboro 

W.Va • 
II 

II 

• 
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Commero e And Industry --S . G Sm ith Pocahontas County . i Hillsboro,l.,Va 

_____ __ lflthrow MoOllnt lc--- :; /jr 

In 19<:2 Withrow McClintio bought th e timber ot a 50 acre 

boUOdary from G.t and 111:dletb Auldrldg e of near Mil l point. 

Tb effm1il'llTa s set in tbehollow near the Auldridge residence 

camps wer e bull t for th e m Q:J. and tb e hors £S wex e stabl Ed 1n tb e Auld.l' ldif 

b<r n . 
This ti mb c:r 'llB.6 mostly R Et1 and Wb!;t e Oak which was sawEd.. lnt) 

Wagon parts tha.t w E:r e shipp Etl to Maryland , Va and Indlan~ to companl ea 

: tb-at built wagons and made wagon parts nam.€J.y Axe:l.s,SpokE!s,FeJ. l ers,Houni 

and all oth fr wood fh part 8 of' wagons . 
" , 

Tlfdis op oratl:i1 finish Eti in th e Summ or of I91J3 and mov Eti to 

a s et n Ear Buck ey €. 

Information----G ftlrg E Simmons Hillsboro, iY J Va 



Pocahontas County. 
Hi llsboro. \'; Va. 

In 19 24 i\'a11ac€ KErshn!. r of Spice W. Va on Droop Uountain set 

a c ircular mi n on h ie farm and sawed loge for Lanty UcCoy,Lock UcCoy,and 

1- .1' Hendrick all of Droop llounta1n and Cam nnd l.xie Cutllpof over the 1ft. 

tOllB..rd Jacox the t d th logs all coming from Droop, M .an e surrounding terre_ 

tory . 

This might be term£d a community saw mil l as no outside lahor 

\&) n£E'dE' d or used . This lYm 8 circular mill with a cut off saw,they finish'Ed , . 
up the samE year end cut 1 50 thousand. 

' . I,nformation Wallace Kershner Spice ~,' J Va , 

, 
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and D Ck Gi bson al l Of 11k. 

","" "" .,' ". ' .... , .. ,. '""',. '""'" '"' ". ,,', .. , .. , . 
••• ""'>" '" ,.~ ' 00""" """" " ,,,.,, .. , ... " ,. ' ., '''''~. 
and he sh i pped it.This lumber Was truCked from Elk to Mar linton. 

Part of the mi~l Was bought by Williams and the rest is still at the 

, . 

, 

Information':": Robert- C1:!:baon.Mar linton. IT. Va. 
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l<I:S~.qCJl IO:.. .. TH'ICATr0}' }IEPORT 

:;"bjeot CC?~ rc &: Induotry . Lumber. 
--.--~-- ---

R Dttarch lIorl:ar Samue l G Smith 

1';1'1ot Samue l G Smith . - ---- . . _------------
iC I) 

Souroe Harper Adkison . Mar linton 
------ ------ -- - ---::c-::,-

W.e UCKeev er. Euckeye.W.Va. 

* 2 G - H Si mmons H111sboDo _ VI _ Va • • 

Ha.rper Adkison. Marlinton .. I I 

rat. WQL't.. ____________ _ 

Dnte ReGcarch Ta.ken .?ilS , 19/~I __ _ 

Ihte Typod ~L?_OLi+r 

Dnto Filed , 
/./ '-
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& IndU6try . Sa~Uel 
-- - lw:.be r _ _ G Sm1th H1ll b 

S oro . V;.Va.pocahontas County • 

In 190;; Jam.s Hannah of Buokeye d 1 
an iving on the Spruce Flats err.p loyed 

.J'" Rob i son to saw timberi for bim tbi s t1 b 
I m er came from the iucxendrY{Xen) 

and a section tbat belonged to Hannah and lat 
er owned by D. 'i\" 

!.Oudf'rmllk th i s Hannah land lay e on the left of the r oad l eadi ng to and by ta 

",ruee Flat Scbool . 

The mill was logged by Hannah and the l umber handl ed by James Sheet B 

".ho was taki ng up and shipping lumber at that time from th.e lLany circula.r mi_ 

lls that were ope~atfng ar ound the mountaL~oUB section of Buckeye end Spruce 

Flat-s. 

The lumbe~ was wagoned ~o Marlin~on and Euckeye fox shipment out over 
" , 

the C ~ 0 Rai lroad of thB Greenbrier Division. 

Informat1on . Earper Adkison .Marlinton. W.Va. 

W.G Mcxeever.2uckeye . \';.Va. • 
• 

-----------------------------------------------------------------~---

In 19IO& II George Simmons had r:1tbrolV ucC lintics mill and d&d s ome 

sawing at the top of Price Hill on the Ned Hines farm,at this set the Harper 

Adk1son ti rnbe~ was sawed,i~ was wagoned fnom AdkisonB to the mill by YcClint_ 

ics teams and r.agons . Logs "ere also cut on the llinnie Apperson place at- the tc:p 

of tbe Pr i ce Hi ll. 

Part of the l umber ,""as sold locally but tte better grade was wagont!l to 

Marlinton end shipped to the many l umber markets of t-he last. 

Information . G. E Si mmons . Hillsboro.W . Va. 

Harper Adkison . Uax l inton. • • 
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" 1"'1"0 '/_ P '0 t as. <;;- "t Oo!:'.xl'rce An d I ndus try . OCE.!. [l Co , S G Sdtb R i ilsboro, l'f ,Va . • 

John S , Burdett of Hurrloane ,N. V8.~ought thp timbe r o~ 2IS 

acres from Re\' . ~. C ,and l~y r. Johnson of Hillsboro 1n 1924.for wh _ 
i oh he paid $5.000.00Burdett Bold i t to Walter O,Slu8eer of Staunton 

Vlrg l nla, ln 1925 all timber to be out but walnut and locust . 

J. L,Hov/ard of Buckeye, iV, Va. who had a circular mill WRe emp_ 

loyed t o saw thf' logs that cut out 400 . 000 of sawed boards ,.The cutt_ 

ing ~i¢/and sk i dd ing w8sdoDP by Ben Kel l ison and Cl a rk Wooddel l of 

Hillsboro. 

This tract of timber was just off of the Lohella,Hl11sbor o r oad 
e short distancE'. this tract : joln:pd' the fol l owing far~B ,Frank Kln_ 

n l son,A.E .Long a~d M.L,Bpard. 

They started sawing in Uarch 
1 

1926 and finished up in Decembe r of 

the seme ypar,the lumber nas mos t l y bill stuff t he refore was ship_ 

ped out about as fast as it Nas sawed , and brought a gOOd price as 

it was virgin timbe r and graded high . 

Save for the small payrol l this operation went out un-noticed. 

InformatioD _______ -J. L. Roward. Buckeye .W,Va. 

Court Records . llarlinton,W,Va. 

• 
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SO\' l" co N~ .:.~1 p}ark Hillsboro. 7{ . Va . 
George v;iii1eme : -- .-,- ' -- - il····-

.~ ______________________ ----------.-~------~~--~-i 



__ ~~~~~Ind4nt rY. SQmU (l G 
----- l.wnblr_ ___ __ Srr.ith Hillsboro .. , ';ra . rocahontes Co . 

I 9 Q) Ldd Had!; . f About 
G 0 Lobelia Sawed a utt for John Gordon on the 

lends of' Frc-ston Clark &.nd t: 1 
Te . U~a C B~ard of Hl]leooro thie boundary con

sisted of I Q) acres 
and l"laS p rincipally i;hlte Oak,thls land 1s now ownEd Qr 

JQ( 1 SE'n rd and ';i' . H Doaa . 

~ 111s 
ThE' mill Was logged by Gordon his team wae driven by Irn~8t Smith of 

oro, the mi ll set 
Itear l'lhere Dose now lives . Same lumbe r nas so l d loeB.-

lly but th e bu lk of it Vias 
wagoned t o seebert and sh i pped aut . Thi s "as Geo_ 

r g e '" illiams mill & rented to rt¢#¢r/. Hodges to do this sawing . 

Informllt 10n . N. TI' C lark. Hi 11sboro . ':/. 'Ita . 

Ge orge Wi 111amB. Lobe lia .• 11,' . Va. 
---------------- ------- -~ _____________ ____________ ~1~ ____ __________ _ _____ _ 

" " "-

In I921 Floyd H Boyd of Ronceverte who ,,:a s lumber ing in the Li tt l e 

Levels at that t i me bought the Red Oak on the Pr eston Clark farm t hat layed 

n.eaD the Lobelia Road for $700.00 the first grade l ogs wer e wagoned to seebert 

and sh i pped in the l og fo r eXport,while the l ower gr ad e log s were sawed on Bo

yds mUl in the 1Dttom just across the road from t h e seard pond,thls operation 

finished up i n2 I. 

Informat ion . N. IV Clark . HLllsbor o . \'I . Va. 



• 

-. .:-- :.I.IfCJ' !P~ :'1: -;".7- ,-

e. (r I, :1_ 
-CO;@..C'..tOLAQQJnd1,lstry ( Lwnbcr ~tr _D:_~Cm"p_~~ _ ~2/4 ~ _________ _ 

Dnto R6r:wrch i'1l;-en ./.~2dt:LJ2...rt:~ 

Ih •• rOT·.d J2.!I2!!UJ= __ 
Ey contact1nrr a good many ~=31U - - - -

:::"~I.rce 'p'~ QP;l_e of the o l dEr cl l'lsS Ih.tc Filod !t~'o:J, ';tJ 

Not abl~~ -~iV ~ -~~~~easearCh taken a:-h-~~~O~k~~"~~ ! 
th is for over a ~eek at different times when f ' C~Uld se~~t 

,?om€one that could vErify the dates . - -t~·i?.c;,.1.-
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COu~Crce And I d t 

n uetxl' _ S .G Slnith H111cboro .... ,' ."e. ?ocel1ontaa CO'..l..'1 y . 

In IS72 Hiram Dorman of auckeye, W, Va . and living along Swago Crl::€k 

jus t b<1ow the Old MCClintic "111 buil t a n Up And Oo'm Saw "ill, getting 

h is pOlVer by putt i ng in a F l utter 'l7heel i n Swago Creek . 

He sawed l ogs from tbe Dorman f arm a lso did custom sa~lng for the 

nearby farmers ae l ogs were brought from the head of Dry Creek, Spruce 

Flats and from t h e entire Slvago Commun ity, these were brought in 'by 
, 

wagon s drawn by bOYh~~en,they would br i ng in a l oad of 

l ogs and tak~ ba.ck a l oad of lumber ;. 

G. r.raShington Beverage of the hea.d of Dry Creek put in lots of 

l ogs /these ~er€ mainly Poplar and yello~ }ynn,from this lumber the -
Rocky-Point School House was built by Beverage. 

:'la.sh Bever age ,as he was known by was a ca.rpenterr end out of 

the l umber sar-Ed by Dorman on ihis Up and Down Mill Caskets were made 

for peopl e of th e S~ago Cornmunity,th1s fur nished a market for SOme of 

the l umber as Beverage was called on to furnish most of the Caskets 

that \7er € used in this sect i on and he reef ived $ I O. 00 for most of 

th"Om , 

In thfs CllStO'" salVing Dorman cut it one half for the other 

and was kept busy a greater part of the time and continued to Op-

€rat€ until I SS9 when a flo od took h is entire outfit out. If JIl'f lDf_ 

ormants are right in wh ich they think they are th is flood wa. the 

same time a s the Johnstown flood I SS9 . and 1\'8S never built bact. 

'.','hen s8n i ng steady he "ould s aw f r om 6 CO to 1000 teet _ • 

da ys run . and B great many of the houses of Buckeye and the Swaso 

CO:L,:,nmity r:er€ bUilt frol1l lu....be r s awed On this mill. 



\:1 ~ ~ '- J 
. rp~lI Daru an l 

/4 0 C'o:r.~ tore£' And I d - P and Dor.n S AW H1l1 
n ustry . S,G.S . _H111 9bO "'O~ '7 v ' ~ 

This m1ll . . i . £II- ocahonte.a COU-TJ.ty . 
be ing 'trllshed out and 

i completely dEstroyEd "RaB grea_ 
t ly m s sCd . s at this t ime 

lU'llber WaB g rE atly in deman d to erect dwe_ 
llinGs that " Cre r eplacing 

the old l og houses that had served their day . 

Infor:nllt:tn-<:;.D MCNeHl Buckeye. fl J \Ta . 

f,r. G McXeever , , 
ancy A !!.cNe1l1 

l! r An d Urs A. 'rJ UcN€fll 

J,B Buckl ey 
• 

, , 

-------

, , 
' , " , , I , 

, , 
" 

-
Upon my vis it to the ~uckley home,and talking with John the father 

,",n o is 78 yEars ol d and r!i t h his son ' s WHli·am and c:a~ th;5 being the 

dEcend~~ts of onE of the f irst sett lers1l~~JOhn B Buctley born =----f{....;. .0 C:k - . 
FEbruary 22 I77 4 and one of the l arge l and owners, they told me that 

before IS 00 there was a Wh ip Saw operation in the SUckley Mountains 

and today they s ay you can see/iV.¢ "herE the pitt was dug out and the 

ridge wher e this took p lacE is known a s Saw Pit Ridge in the Buckley 

EO'.lDtains . 

I nformation ~ohn B Buckley, BuckE).e , W, Va . 

Jay I I I I I I 

I I I I , I 

I 
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In dUs try . Samuel G Sm1th . r. illebo r o . " . \"a . ?oc.ahontas Co . 
L trcBLR 

Abou,t I 9 
II MarcE'l l uB Dorman of Beard . :; . Va put 1n an Up &. Do;m 

sawml~l 0 
n the ba"'- o • • ~ ~ t he Gr eee br1 e r River a c rose from Beard on the 

ma..."l .farm I th i s mill 
Was d riv e n by a s t f:.am bo iler, Dorman did custom 

fox the farmer s i n 
and a bou.t Beard a.S well as the sawing he did for ' ""mO 

lias u sed in the build ing s on the Dorman farm,sawed for Jake 

f armer - had a barn bill sawed on this up & down mill of Dormana 

11' lfhich 

a nearby 

Dor man l eapned the sawmill trade from hie father Hiram 

',ho had an u_~ & d own h 11 b th "" mill on Swago Creet. w en Mance u~ was a oy ey 
ing Sold OlL. 

lu On Swago Creek and located at Beard. 

The mill at Beard run off and on for several years and to,dB 

om see where it was and Born e of the pieces of mach lne~y are at-ill 

Informat-ion . Winters Cochran. Beard. W. Va. 

S i<inejt McCoy. I , I I 
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",,,,,,,,.' r C! ( And 
Indust rY.Eamu 1 G S itb H 11 

In I 9 Q? and OJ John SYdEn" tricker 

had his mill operat i ng on SprucE FlJfts :for JQJlle s Sheets 17ho '"I1 S in the lumber b 

Lunlb r_ ' m . _1 oboro . io;.Va.poCahonte.s Co . 

uS ln esB very extens ively at 
that tilt" and had t wo sets on the Sheets p l ace and the other on t h e John I. 

Adki.on :farm not :far :from wher'e 'llet Ri ggi ns lives tOdaY.Sh eeh did the 
CQtting and sk iddin~ and " hen 0 

" they had finished they fOl>nd they had over 50 . COO :feet at the tn r ee s ets. 

Th e l umber Was ~agoned to Buckeye for ' shipment to Philadelphia, 

CompanY,S~eet s hauling a big percent himself but 
. 

'"""->-

1!:red SOme men end teams to help ~ out among these was' E.O Ea)':e. of near . 

reebert Who hauled for ' a t ime , some l umber ' "as. sold. locally as: George lIaKeever , . 

ought. a barn bill :from Sh.eets sa" ed at one o:fj these sets. 

In:formation.w. a , McKeever '. Buckeye.w. Va. 

Ha:npOl" Adk1son.llarl1nton.. W. Va. 
Il .E· Simmons .E111eboro.lf. Va. 





tin.bEr 

to th(' 

• r RCl M;J P'D' ... 
Ttls 18 ( Jol t ~ J'S.RY . ~tlnU(l c: 3:-.1tll F111£lboro . ·,'; . Va . Focahontl1.s Co . 

• rll ~ fortr.lit1on On .. arn Lu.'T,Clr Co . cent 1n AUb . 2.}/40 tt. 
harry Tho~p~on contract'd 

the outt1nc; hlld ol:1dd1ng of all the 
bOU&h t by Warn Uunb 

er 00. l ny1ng 1n the IH.Ud. of Stamping Cr eek and. 
top of tbe mountain 1 

eadi ng to Cranberry,he had a cernp near the Rot-
tlngbM place tor h is 

Woods c r ew and built barns for hie 4 & ~ head of hor_ 
ses that were used in t~ 

= skidding . 
"¢: 

Harry,Ernest Harper ass isted by their father Frank took a contract 

from the "'''arn lumber Co. to cut and skid al l the timber on Charles· Creek a 

a tributaxy of Cranberry River thLa operation took place on ~n~ nartb' 6ide of 

Blwo Illlob end today this is. knOml as the old Rarper camp wh"" they had their 

ca!IIP. and barn t~ operate this for , Waros . Th.ey, used 3 teams to do the skidding . 

Informat1on.ld"""'d lane. 
E'. a.: Rayes, Millpoint .. 1\" . VIt. 

------------------------------------------------------------------~~------
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RO!lea r()h lIor !-erSamu.e l G Smith 
--------------- Ihto Reoearc/; To.hn ?/:?J~ &.1.4r 
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SOU'''ce James Gi bson 1la.rlinton. \', . Va. . -.. ------ ---_._--.-
C.G MCGUire. I I 

Harry Varner I I --
futc Filed 
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Barlao Gi bson . I I , , 
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Jamf"o 

And Induotry -Srunuel G Bm1tth Hillsboro. iV. Va. Poca..l)ontas Cov.nty. 
- LUlDbcr_ 

in I 88? and continued until nOT when he sold hb c1rC'l.8.ar mill these 

opexatlans W.elle mostly. on Elk Rirver and e.xe the follorring two sets on CrookEd 

.rork one 8s:w.ed· by John Sydenstl1.1.cken' the ot"h-eJ!' byr A'lex Robert Bon at t'he W. 0 

Jaok plaoe. a set at Hugp. Shanps and on:e at' S:1i1a.a Sharps these were near Slaty 

FQX:k: in 1890 thiis land tis now owned, bYI L. D Sharp th'i's was all skidded by J a.-nes 

Gl.baon. and. sawed by Alex Robert's'on. 

G1.boon of the old Field Fork of Elk started 1n the lumber bu_ 

Be h'ad. two set's at" the Thomas Hogsett place which! was' pn'ne1iI:!al1y 

c.he:c:y which was wagoned to:. Mar'l1:nz-am to Mar'l1na Bottom F"0l!d and. put in the 

r1.v.eIl and re.ft'ed t'Q-; Roncev,erte,Wiilliem HI Ov,erhol.t handled most ~ th-e Cherry . 

Two aets near RobeJ!t Gib8~- , one of th.es'e was am M:ilil. R\ln th.e t1m_ 
at er ' owned by W. Va Pulp & Paper Co. ~o" 0",_ 

belt comi2lg from t'lt.e MoCali"ster place ned by the U.S Government. 

On"e aet'" em:. tb:e home pla.c.e now, owned by, Clark Hannah a.'1d here "the boi_ 

lel!"' ble\Y. up k:1lll.1m.K William Jack af. Elk. 

Oue set abotllt; I-900 up Mtl!.it· Hollow tIten_ o1'1D.ed; by Ur.1ah Hefner,and. Rn_ 

ot'heJr at- Sam Vuners now, owned by! If. 'N Shaw. 

One set on. the Ho'cew. Dunlap faxm now own.ed. by. Dunlap Era.th:ell"B ot Va.. 

one Bet where Pat- Vendewen'del:' now l1:.v,es_,a set om tbe Cup f.a.r.m on Cloverl1ok 

road,Henrr Higgins sawyer:. 

A set on DrrJ Bra..'lch- sawed by" John A'nd. Bryne Sweck.er of Randolph County. 

Mr' GLbeon who f,s 86 yeu. old still display. tire old time hcaplt&UtJ 

that was found on Elk back at that time and has fed thousands ot people puat

ng down rlk and is knol7Il near and far as Uncle J:hm. 

His sons helped fu some way in most of these op'erattona they- are LeTt, 

Frenk,Harl.:m , Dock,Winters,S"l!.m!'!!ers and Fox Qat they drove tea"1l ,cut- timber 01'" 'Ill

atE'ver there nas to do ,they used 3 yoke of Oxen and 3 teams of horae •• 

Pract1call y allan Elk River' have worked for Uncle Jim at 80me t1:m1 0% 

ether as he worked many peop l e and after he disposed of his mill he took loggtDs 

ln~racts on flk and nu--rour.rl!c~ terr£t~rr. 

So:!)e o:! tbe .!umbel!' in the o. JJ Rlch8.l'ds.on Ha.rdware at-ore buildq .. 



2 James Gibson .S. G Smith Poanhontss Co. 
Rooj.aow folt' JRnleS, Gibson. t-h.1:a oame ott ot. 

rn I 697 & 93 Ben Brown sawed for· James Gibson s O:r.yel:a Br . 
1 en &: John 

set was on what is known as the Martha Shelton pla 
ce and- another 

set by Brown was on Warwick Run on the Samuel C Rider· farm thl s was mOet ly 

c.t)erry and all lumbell sawed at Slaty Fork and v i cinity was li'agoned t 
o Beverly 

RandOlph County end, shipped from there to the many lumber.- market s in the last 

the cherry go ing fo furniture factories. 

Elk R1v.eJ:. was heavi!1y t1mbexed and its manufacturing hm _ _ made employ_ 

ment for: me.ny peop l e as the l umbel'ing staTted m. th:11s sect ion in 4'\... _ - 80. 

enei has. cont-inued thllouglll aU thoese years and today you, f ihu! l i.ttle lumb .", jo-

bs in many sect-ions on Elk: RivJe~ and at this. t1:m.e many farmers axe getting out 

locust that 1& eith.eIr t 'ru,cked to ¢·r Charlott-avHlle Va. or to Rando'-~ C ~, a.and 

shippEd from th"ere to factories making pins • 

The G'ovenunent has· bbugp:;t a greater part· of the Elk section and nll 

g r.Ol1 back in timbel!: to' b.e operated in y~a t-o.. c.ome . 

Infor:mat-1on-Jamea Gibson.Marlinton. fI.Va.Elk: Route. 

e.G Mc.Gui r.e. " , " 
I I I I 

, , " I , I I 

Harlan GibBon. , , " I I I I 
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SUhjeotco tate '" ''''81.41 mm~ce.Llnd.u.at r,/J __ .___ ~. _____________ _ 

~tHl'c4 rc h Worl:elS~el G f?I!IHlL_____ tate Researoh Tal:en . ?&.~41 
---

Typist Sft.l!l~ G 8mi tb -------------- Ihte Typed 2/28/4r ------
So\ r cCJo_ 

-....... eB~ob.f!rl, "J1.l.Uam....and. _ __ !hto }o"iled 

I 
Samue l Gibson U 1 

- ar lnton . W.Va.Ilk Route . 



. roC And Induatry . Bnmuel G Smith Hl11oboro . ',':.Va.Poc:ahontaa County . 
- LUMBlR~ Up And Down l!111-

El'tWf;'en 1530 Md 4 0 I:8v i d Gi bson o f ) 1k built an tJ"al J.nd Down li ll on 

the Old Fi e l d F k or near where Robert Gibson nolt lives thie was operated by 

h i m for somet i me at this locatl~ but 1n later ye-are h1a Bon Wl l.li.em moved 

it- to tbe run near I.:arys ChappEll and it was operated here for sometime anJ 

about 1585 Samuel Glbson moved it to the Big Spring fort: DEi&r where the atd 

te r oad crosses this stream and it was operated here by (se..) for 6 or 7 yn 

this WBS just above Slaty Fork. land owned at that t l lte by Hugh & Rachel S~ 

James Gi bson who 1s 86 yeare o l d tells me aome or1 the olcez houses 

and other bui l d i ngs on Elk we bu1lt from lumber sawed an thiB mill by some 

of the Glbsons, t h ls mill did custom sawing and the logs were brought in by 
~ 

oxen 'and ei ther sled or by wagon. Harry Sheltons house 1fU sawed on this miD 

at one of it's locations, a corn and floux milll "ere operated at the last set 

in connection with the sawmill and the cor n rocks are there today bat not is 
-------" 

running shape . --------

--!:.:..-Ig~ Samuel Gibson then a great bear and deer bUIIter Wbfp Sawed 

enough l umber on Gauley Mountain to bui ld three hunting camps and be infolWl 

me that the mountain people on Gauley Wh..!UaWoed l umber to seal tbet:r log . 
cab i ns before th is as these were the pioneer settlers of that sect1aD. 

Abou.t 1575 Jobn Hannah built Up & Down mill OIl old f10ld rork of Uk 

just above Slaty Fork where William Gibson lives in later ,ears thla mill 

was run by Shell Hannah and last hy ~ndre1\"Hannah they d14 custom -OS for 

the farmers on Elk • 

Ahout I SS I Samue l Gibson bought a oircular mill IJI Radolpll 011. --
set it just above Slsty Fork to sa" for a man by the _ Iff 100111 ~,7 7 
this was skidded by James Gibson and. when completed theJ IIa4 cui ,00.000" 

land wae later bought by the W. Va . Pu.lp And pe.per Co .of CIMa u4 OII'ziPt" 

them . Gi bsons operat ion "as cost ly ,cherry . 
Informat i on. Jar..<8- Robert-SB.!:lUe l-and William GibEon.llarliolhLI.n. •• 1111 I'" 
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;# 2_ Sus i e Ri der . Mar l 1nton.W.Va.!. lk. Rou:te • • 
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And Induatr co 
Y·~amuel G Smith H111sboro.i.oVa.pocahonte.s Co . 

T 11 t -harnrr.£r I 

Tholtss C8 E'b 1 
sot lived at U1l1polnt and at that time i t was Cac-

klE')' t erm. and later chang E:d to · Mill point .this WBe from I!~:25 to IS3
0 

that 
he op rated a Tl1t -ho~-er 

~u and blacksmith shop at Cackl ey Town now ll111po_ 

int and be 1VB.8 famous for the ax that be wade and i t was known as the 

(Tom Casebolt Ax) for whiCh he found a ready sale . 

I nformation . J . R Ruckman . Millpoint. '11. Va. 

------------------ ---------------- ------1P~~~----- ----- -------_________________ _ 
2/28/4 r \'Ih ip Saw Operation_ 

About IS66 SalJlue l C Rider' and his Bon Will iam of iiar wl c k Run on 1 lk 

saTTed lumber from logs of the Ridez" farm that l!luUt the old Ri der house ... 
still standing today and Gome of the lumber used i n the newer' house was 

sal,;ed on an Up and Dorm mill on Elk r~-.1?y; th..!, Gibsons_ , - .-
Information.Susie Rider.Marlinton . Elk Route. -:r. Va. 
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];811 e I . 'C.l..8U!;h11n 
I arllnton , ;" . Ye • 

-1-

poe . l.'(l!:T;l.S .20m-lTY -
Bp er ~ Ch t 4-- '-: eot1on 4--Pert a-Refting. 

_<bout fifty yeers ego there Was no railroad along 

the Greenbrier River . Logs and materiel were transported 
by the waters of the Greenbrier . 

Timber Wes out' B t the 

heed or near the head of th,e 1'1 vel' end further down . 

ing the winter months , the l ogs were skidded to the r1 vel' 

and piled up 10 big landings. 

DUl' :-

They t\'are fixed in 8 way 

tha t they would have to be kicked loose bet'ore they WOuld 

tumble into the river . 

Before spring an ark 1'/88 built on the weter . 
Tbis 

Would aCCOlD.[Joda te about seventy or elgbty men, or wnateve!' 

numbe r" was needed to make the drive • 
rJl s rk VIes a l so 

built for the horses . 
.. hen spring opened , men \\'ere hlrecl 

to (!lake the drive dOwn the river . 
The men nired for the 

breaking up jams ned to have experience. 
It sometimes 

took S ix Or eieh t weeks to Iilske the drive down the river 

to Honceverte l'ihere it \'.85 sold into lumoer . 

An experienced man told ot a trip he once c ede do .. 

the rl vor to Ronceverte and. trlok played on one of tbe 
tesmsters • 

It Sf:lBOs that this certain teaMster W8B 81 -

.... 0.. he !'ir.t Men to the table whan tha bell rang 'nd h. 
did r ull JUStice to his meals . 

3et~een the :wo Brks, 
H,ere :·,e. alway. • bourd laid for a 'elk, r,hlon ~ould be 

so co~pletely cover_a .,1 tb rcom nerore mOrning !tat it 

_oul ve "& rd to tell :rhutner there 'as. wolk tl.ere or 



r-OCnH ... l1T.n..:l I.;vtJHTY 

- 2 -

not . They decided to g1 ve this pa rticul ar teamst er e. bath. 

Before breakfast one mor n ing , they removed the board from 

bet wee n the arks. Eve r yon e had come across tOrom the .teinD-

sters ' ark except th is one particular teamster who "s ~ne 

tlero of the story. The br ea}C.tast bel l rang and ne DOde a 

di ve ro r the ta ble. li e wa s somewhat o f a reckl.ess 1ello. 

and did no t notic e t h at t he walk ?'a s gone . He made a di"e 

for tae tao l e , ga ve a jump end fell in t o the river. He swam 

to the ark and crawled to the de ck, ve ry ma d. The aeo kept 

from laughi ng as long as they could , bu t final ly had to na"e 

a good laugn . h e wa s p ret : y mad bu t rinally joined in anA 

tn ey a ll had a nearty laugu . 

F rom - Pocahontas Ti mes. 1 926 
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Millpo int W_ Va_ 

" , 

fut. 2/20/4-I ---- --------------
Date Resoarch Taken ? } 'I'IJ,., I.5./_1t~ __ _ 
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.--' ~ ~ Inctuatry . SlVnu 1 G 8mi tb. Hl11oboro . iI . Va. . Pocnhontas County. t.umb t' _ 

A out IS50 John p tCre of P('rut8ylvnnla and John Uarshall of V1rslnla 

th<1r mill on . ·hat 18 mOlVn ae the G. L Auldr1dge farm anc1 owhed at that 

by llillard F Ruckman of the Ruclanan Bettlement above !.allpo1nt at th1B Bet 

the)" operated the walnut tlmbel! on -the Wallace RUckman farm the part now ow

ntd by r dsartaoblett, the mill was set 1n the l'1ll1 just- below the present r es_ 

1 nce of G. L Auldr1dg e . 

The miJU was l ogged by oxen owned by petera,e.t this set Millard ~ Jam-
, 

~s Ruckman put in Borne l o@ to be sawed for use on their farms these were Pop_ 

1=. 

" , The lwnber 'Was wagoned to nes.r wataga to the McC luxe field and there 

rafts were made \vh l ch ca.I:.Iied the lumber to Ronceverte t-o be shipped by train 

f~om there to furnit~e factoxles in the eastern p~ of the U.S. 

Information.J.R Ruckman.U111po1at. W.Va. 
D.E &" ~a.ggle Ruckman. Itt I 
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comm~ro And InduBt ly,s.G Smith ,H111aboro ,W ,Va.Po canontaB 

In thO \Tinter of ISS9 and 90 John and Andy !$ 0' br ian of Cl .. y 

drifted to pocahontas County and eut some lumber for De.niel A Melle ill of 

)1Uckey . and at that time living in the head oll the hollow above James and 

Hannah McNeill 's this lumber was cut by a Wh ip Saw and only Poplar and . . 
yellow Lynn were used a nd onl y the cho i ce l ogs . 

This lumber was used in the dwelling house of Daniel A McNeill and -

upon int erv ieWing h is wi dow Nan cy A McNe i"l who is .past SS years of 
, 

age she say's the lumber sawed by 0 'brians was used" to put an extra room 

on their bouse also a porch . , 

" , Th~s farm is now owned by Clifford Adkison of Marlinton. , 

Information, Nancy A McWeill , BUckeye,W,Va. 

A.W McNeil l ' , , , 
\l ,G McKeever ' , ' , 

Buckley 
, , , , 

J. B 
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R., .. ",,, ·}i}i' _UI5 _LJli~Llj.L ___ _ 
Samuel G smi t 

-._-----
TYT'1st Sam~l G 8mi th ------_ .. _ ... -' - -- -- ---

!;o'U"ce J. Luther McNeil l lJarlinton. 
Mrs' -- -i' t- - ' --,f'- .--- -
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a.nd IndustrY , Samuela Sm ith Hill b 
peters And OaY .Lumber._ B oro . ~ .Va.pocahontaa Co. 

I• IsS 4 Joh n P t er . of N.~ York and Lev i Gay 
fathe r of Allan and John 

,I .,ar bought a oircUlar mim and went In the lumber- busine •• and 

",.d operation on Laullel Oreeka. they, bought t1lllbe" from George White and 

Iro" John Adam MCNeel at what is known tOday ae tbO John Adam haCking , thOy ,J' 
ut Ash and Oher ry. ,.,1 c 

Auburn Friel was sawyer and J. LutheD' McNetlll fired t-he boUer the loge 

,ere skidded with. Oxen and Adam 0 Young drove a team of thO Oxen they, cuJ; 700, 

000 at thi s set it was e ltheD Wagoned or put- on sleds and haUled to th~ mou.th 

'of stoney Cree k and put In th.e Gre enbrier Rlv..er' and ra:fted to Ronceverte 

where it was bought ' by lumbe r buyers ftram New York and Philadelph ia Pa. each 
" , 

raf t had from 20 to 25 ,000 feet in 1:1;. 

Th~y finished this set in S5. 

Information J.Luther McNe1ll. Marlint on.W .Va. 
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CQ~~erc~ And 1ndu~!!l_ --- ---------- -
1--__ --Chnptpr SF~~n _______ __ _ 

County . -SiG. Smitb. 
H ill8boro.~.Va . 

In 1918 FLoyd B.Boyd of Roncever~ G reenbrler County.bougbt 
the timber off of SOme 30 acres from Mrs.Jessie Kennison of Hills_ 

borb lYing just outside the corporation • 
T his timber was most ly "bitf' oak but several thousand. feet of 

,- red oak this was virgin ~mber~etore a greater percent of the 
tiiber W8.s1'irst grade. 

In my ConVjf'l'sation ,{/itb Mr .Jamf's Jordan who is 86 years old. 
and one of thf' first settlers of Hillsboro West Vlrginia.that is 
now living to day.S f' tells me this was one of the f~e6t traots 

of timber he ever saw,very large treES towering skyrlard with 3- 4-
and 5 logs ranging from 12to 14 feet in length nlth very few limbe 
or knots . , , 

" . l!r Boyd paid $G.OOO.oofor this timber ae it wae all very 
higb grade timber ,on level land ,a greatFr part of this ti~ber was 

cut and skidded to a log lending and. thpre loaded on wagons and by 
tour borset team taken to Seebert ,whiob' is a station of thf> 0&0 
Railroad of tbe Greenbrier division ,loaded on freight cars and 

shipped t o a Venf>~ring company to bp out and steam rolled and mad~ 
ready for Shipment to furniture factories in all parts of thp 

United States. 

After a~l the logs suitable for vennering purposes bad 

been shipped out Ur Boyd set a c iroular saw mill to saw thp low gra4~ 
logs that were not SUitable for furniture the men were paid fro. 

$;·50 to $4·50 a day most of these men Came here with Mr.Boyd but a 
few mE'n were emplOYf'-d from Pocahontas County . 

This operati on finished up in ~t2 I9 Ur . B oyd mow.d h1e 
mill out of tbe county ,baving completed the operation of a _mall 

tract of timber but onp of the landmarks of Hillsboro and thr 
Little Levels Distriot as the foilage uas very beaut1ful 1n thr 

fall of the year and not1ced by motor1sts passing through. 

Informat1on _______ -Jam •• Jordan---BUlleboro 

John Jordan----H111.boro •• • va. 
Ceorge 3artholom<W ___ H11l.bo~ 
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rec And. Industry, So..muel G 
Lumber_ Sm1 th Hillsboro . -;: . \ra . Pocn..'1'lOntas Co. . 

InI"Q[H ;J cnl'Y YCagC'r f o !iarlinton bOUf;h t the tirr:ber from th~ John 
plac e and known at that tirr.e as the Dav i s Z1nn1son p lao e on St amp1ng Cr

Rob ison who h a d a circule.x mill to Ba'fl it f or him , cck . YEagEr empl oyed Alex 

~8U&b taking the c ontract 

with a yoke of cattle but 

at the cutt1nK and sk1dd1ng ,att empted to log the mi 1 

found out he could not so he employed James Gibson 

oi Elk River - to assist him in the logging, and in. hauling the l umber t o se ebert, 

ITaugb.. all s o h ir ed two teams from Page Gay and they were d~ ,v en by charlie W.cCoy 8.Il/ l1am St ewart _ . ' 

Th.e mtll was set near the Edd Ferguson house at th'e toot of t he moun_ 

tain the boliler ' was dDawn' by 16 hors.ee and at the lower ford of Stamping Cr--. . 
e ek , ~h~~r al~ bu~ drowned some of the ho~ses as the water' was both swift and 

de ep but by' the qui ck wor k some of the teamsters saved ~ ho~ses. 

Camps were bu1~'t to care faD' the men a.Tld stables for- the horses and 

operation Viae in p r og ress.Among the men that wor.ked for.' J ames. Gibson were the 

fol.J.owing h is two sons F rank and \'/ in~ersIClark.J HugW and Feltnel!. Henn
eh 

all of 

El k. ~I .. de Gum was; emp l oyed witrb;, his team by IVaugh,Whll1e.m E Jaokson ,fH,/¢#14-1¢~/ 
and:. Ur1e.h Kramer also worke d for Gibson and William Liptl93.p wor.ked f or Robison 

on t h e m1ll.A s lide was made and used to g et the log s from the top of the mou-

ntain to the foothills. 

Ee sides having a ski ddi ng contract Gibson had the contract of wagoning the 

l umber to se ebert where it was shipped out over- t h e C & 0 and part of it went 

to Baltimore. 

Witrhrow McClint ic cont ractred the cutting and skidding of a sectiOn of tim

-~ be~ in tb is operat I~a and J.ohn ldmiston and Lanty Cole skidded it witb »aal1ntlca 

bOIBee -

The op eration. was completed in 190.2. 

Informe.t i on- B. O Hayes . 1!i11po intr. IV. Va. -il .. E Ruckman Mi llpoint. w.va. 
James Gib8on . llarllnton. ~'1 .Va 1 1k Rou.te . 



• 
I .. '3/~ ! Com: .. (rcl' And InduBtry----S.G Smi tb Hl1!Bvboro . Pocabont.ss .. CO'..lnty . 
~ o. a. 

In the Spring of 1903 A. S Lisler of pennsylvania bought the timber , / 

frQ::ll 300 a cr!'. f e froID Thomas t Hogset t and thE rom Joseph S Smlth.25 acr B 

tlmb(' r from 25 acrf's :from ~illlal1l Auldrldg e 811 o f nEar , lLl11polnt W,Va and 

30 eC r£s of timber from Captain James McNe ill of Buckeye n ,Va or a total 

of' 360 acree . 
Eisler cont r ac ted the sawing to the Hill brothers of Hillsboro W,Va 

namE'ly ia1118 the olmer of the mill and th e sawyer Lee and ','jilllarn P Hill 

did the f i r i ng and l ooking after the mill wh i ch waS a Circul~r Mill. 

The skidd ing was contracted to Marv in C Smith who had two logging 

teams he drove one team and Charlie VI Ruckman drov e the other they were 

both ' of near Mi llpo int 11/ W Va. and fr om the h~arv in Chappel community from 

wh ich most of th1s timber was taken. 

The first set was in' the Glade pasture and near the Old Tan House 

wh ich was used for a camp . The next set was in the Lime stone Spring Hollow 

and the last set was on ~ back side of the Smith farm near the Hogsett , 

Aul dr idge 1 ine . 

Th is tDber was most ly cut i n bill stuff to be used in the construct-

ion of Ships and Sridges '" some was cut 9 by 12 and 30 to 40 feet long ,theBe 

timbers . 'ere loaded on h<a heavy wagons drawn by a Steam Tracyton Ingin
e 

and 

t aken to seeber t rEady f or sh i pment to many di1ferent sections wbere they 

w~ nEeded i n br i dge and sh i p construction. Th is timber was mostly \1hlte Oak 

b~ they cut Qsh,Popl ar,Red Oak and Chestnut .At the three sets they out ~ 

~illion feet and employed from S to 10 men on the mill . 

Th is operation finished in t he fall of 1903· 

I nfor!llat ion------ ---t.!. C Smith 
TI illiam P Hill 

Hillsboro. W,Va. 
, , , , 
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CO:-.. n,{ rel And Ind ah'Y 

---- ··1thro>: l.'cCl1nt1c ____ _ 
S . G Smi th Pocahontas 

Hl1 1 Ahoro,','; ,Va . County . 

thE 
In 1929 .. Cli 

.. 0 ntic set a oil'cul nr mi l l on the t!cCl l nt l c farm near 
old "iIlrr ho e .. .. us n('ar the N. 0 Rogers line to operat e' the timber nea r 

pennell Top around th old Ml11£r house a nd Ble.ck Lick Hollow ,however 

this sct wa:; nev e r finiehed by h im as he becamE' si ck a.nd d i Ed before Com_ 

pl£ tion thus ending tbe car eE r of one of the aBt useful citi zens of Poc_ 

&hontas County,as he f urn i shed employment to mor e peopl e than any other 

l i Dd ividual in Pocahontal County" as from 20 to 30 men ate at hi s table t he 

year around bes ides tbe ones t hat boarded at home and workedl f or him. 

On the McCl i nt i c f arm you found a store 1n wh ich h~ bept all kinds 

of g rocEries and other suppli ES t hat he sol d t o thb men worki ng for hi m, 

a s he had tennant · houlfS scattEr ed 'out over a wi de ar e a of the¢' farm and 

if th'e y hlrl been bui lt cl ose toget hEr there would have been a good size 

littl e to,'m 2 .S today upon entering tbe McClint ic f ar m it looks like 

entering a smal l town or villag e as build i ngs cover some 5 or 6 acres. 

~ 
\ 

After the death of McClintic in the fall of 31 men that had work_ 

ed fo r him{ fo r year s had to find employment el s ewhere,thus the pass1ng 

of a man tat was greatl y mi ssed not only by the men that worked for him 

but by his business associates as be '~as known far and near as the man 

; tbat d i d tungs as his payrol l mEant a lot to yhe 

he 11 ved . 

Swago Community in Whioh 

His ,. idov, Bessie McOlint i c residing a t J.:arlinton tells me t bat 

l ooking after so many jobs, l ong hours, l oss of s l eep and irregulaz 

shortEned Mr. llcOlint l::' s days . 

Informat i on Bess i e llcOlintic 1;ar lin t tin W,Va. 
M. O Smith Hillsboro. " t.t.! 
Oour t Reco r ds llarl1nton " .And the "';'lriter s orm knowl edge of affairs. 



COltmfroe -
and 1ndUstry _ __ s . a 

H .1l . 51 ",, _ - ----
Smith Hi ll Rbo r o,Pocahontas County . 

:; ,Va . 

I n 1902 and OJ R.B Sl eer of pennsylvanie operated tiu.ber nEar 
Bf'B rd '~",Va tha t he' b V h t b 

ought from J aoob W Beard of' Beard IV, a e se 

his Portable C;rcU1ar the un just above the ~ Millon the Beard farm on r 

Pres rtc::tan Chur ch and nf'ar the lin e between the Beard far m and that 
of Frank Knapp . 

He cut most l y Vlnite Oak wh ich was cut in to Flitch according 

to my informants which Was u sed in the building of Sn i p s ,thes'e boards , 

were J inches thick and as wi de as the log a s the logs were never sq_ 

, and the bark l eft On as the Edger ~as neve r used on the boards. 

Sler had 4 teams that he di d the s ki dding with and from 15 to 20 

n were empl oyed on the mill and in the wQods,camps were built to house 

, men and stables w~ built to stable the horses. I7h €n this set was fi_ 

,hed t hey moved t o another set near what is lmOTlIl as Locust as it was 

r where Locust Creek enters the GreenbriEr Rivera 

~~ J F Rock and his wife Icie run the boarding house.The lumber 

l oade~ on board fre i ght cars of the C & 0 Rai lroad and shipped to 

P bUilding centers of the Eastern part of the U.S. 

This operation furni"shed employment to local workers and save 
the payroll went out Q~noticed . 

t'ormation ____ J.F Rock Hillsboro. W,Va . (Mrs J.F ) Icie Rock , , , , 
Winters Cochran Beard , ' , 
Frank Knapp , , , , 

, 

, 
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Commerae And Indus trY.S . G Sm1th 
H l 11sborO ' ~ . Va p 

. OCab.onta.e 
I 

Co. 

In tae Spring of 1935 Ge e ~1111 f org or ams 0 near Lobell 
a moved 

his circul ar mill to. Locust Creek to. saw for G.O Beard on tbe Old 

Callison Place that is owned by G.O and Georgia Beard. 

Pal men' Landl.ls and Jes sE Scott of Beard cu.t the timber while 

Let cher Udd IMY¢. did the skidding and when tae operation was comple_ 

ted it was found they had sawed 125.000 f eet which was Poplar·,Bed Oak 

. and Chestnut . Mr. BEard made us-e of. 'the lower grades and sold t-h.e top 
. 

! g rade to. be shi.pped whe r.e ever' th.ey could get an order. 

No camps were built. as the mEn boar-ded at home. 
" , 

rnformat~Dn.E.B Callison.Yarlinton.W.Ta. 
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commerc~ And I ndua trY,Samu e l G Smith HillsborO.W.Va. 

- LW!lber_ Pocah.Otl.ta.a 
00. 

In the fal l of 1935 George Williams of near Lobelia 
moved hi. 

and to the Riohard Callison Farm now ollUed by 

h is sons Dennie and Elba d 1 t d T R 
an Oca e on rump un and here sawed 

42 , 000 feet fon Elba this. timber' c,oming from what is known 8.8 the 

!%I i11 t o Locust Cr ll'k 

Raymond Plac.e and "tke or1g fual Call1eon land. 

Th~ mill was set l 'n the l:i:ollow abov.e the reed:dence of llba. 

th.e timb.eJ:!: was. cut by Paul Cutlip of Beard and. JeSB...e Starks of Spice 

tlte skiddin&. was- done by Let<I~r Iridd and Remus cutlip also of Beard 

W . Va.Th~ tfmb~~wa8 mos tly Red Oak,Poplar and Black Walnut.t~ beB~ 

g-rade was- BOl.d and trucked out whi~e the lower' grade was sold loca_ 
0, , 

lly to nearby, farmers 0 

Info:omatton_ toE' Callison.Marltnton.\V. Va. 
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And Industry_ S . G Smith ,Hillsboro , \: ,Va . Pocahontas 
J, ',alli a.m !.~cOlur (> -Lurnber ) COWlty . 

In 1927 J, ','iilliam L!cClure of near Warwick on the Mar l 1nt on t o 

l ov e r1 1c k road bought a Circular Sa W Mi l 'l from Joe Dilley and s et it on 

h is farm to saw fo r himsel f and t o do custom sawing for h is ~e lgbbors . the 

l ogs cut from the McClurE' farm were skidded by oxen with a borse in front 

as he 1s one of the very few farme r s today i n th is s eat ion tnat uses Oxen 

he l o[;ged the mill with Oxen and doe s h is farm wor k with them with t h e 

! he l p of one horse out in front . 

Most <?f the lumber cu~ . py him was sol d l ocally to f a r mE.rs to 

f' r ect dwellings and barmf • And at the present t i tLe the mill is only run 

when f a rmers br i ng i n some l ogs t o be sawed,rc.o'st of th-e timber i n this 

section was Cheetnut . 

Information - J .'l,'hlliam McCl ur e llaXlinton, W,Va.P..fd. 

I da lte Clure " . 
, , , I 
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Information from Williams several daye ago but it was very lim1ted 

maio source was McNeill.OD 28th. 
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And Industry.S.a 
Lumber_ 

Smith Hl11eboro.W.Va . rocabont&G Co. 

Ia I9 C!1 DaVid P Barnes of Bucke Run had Decalb Kinn1son o~ near S 
eebftt and Clark Williams 

:!rented tb 
e George Williams mill to 8 8U tor 

at that time of Marlinton who 

h 1mX~h. thousand. 

had 

Camps were butl t f or the mill men and. Barnes dLd his own 

B~ddlng as be had two teams and be hired ~he lo~ cutby local men . 

Kinn ison Was sawyer and Williams looked after th~ mill and kept things 

mOV ing along. 

They cut about 500. 000 at tuB set for Barnee and cut" a 

small amount- to-r Ira Hannah alao of BUCks RWl and ~ 160Wltalu 

" . they flnlBh~d up 1lL I9II. Br1dger 

All of this lumber that could be Bold locally wae Bold tbe 

rest \\'as taken by wagon and two and four horae team to Marlinton for 

shipment to wher e e~er ~ could get an. order for a car load. 

Information. John C McNeill. Buckeye.W.Va. 

George Wil~s. Hillsboro. II 

-

, 
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.. CC_l &Cl AND I!lDU5TR Y. S. G Sn:1tb Hlll B"boro. W .Va .Pocahonte.e County. 

L~ber_Paul Gol den_ 

In 192) Paul Go l den the owner of a Department store 1n MRxl1n_ 

ton IT . Va. and the Q\'tner of a Circular Sa" U1Il bought a boundary of land 

from A.r and Pee.rl Rarou.ff and Ilmer and Icy ReBater daughter of Lucy !.!y_ 

Era and was part of the Armstrong place on Dry Creek and contained res acres 

end Golden paid $2 .4 00. 00 for the lend and tlmber.tbls lend waa sold by S.p' 

RuckEr a l a l'tyih' of l:arlinton as special commissionex. 

The mill was set on this farm just above the rEsidence of Cam_ 

Eron L Armstrong and not far from the 11ne between the Old Armstrong Place 

and the 'I7ash Beverage farm now owned b~ Joseph Beve.rage . Th e Old Armstrong 
tbeold ArmBtron~ barn. 

hous e ,,'as used as a camp and thO borses we"e kept at V?11r11y.r¥n1~"'~ Ij'n~ 

i;'I1;/Y'tf7 !1rr'f/f· Go~den did his ovm skidding as be bad ~ teams but b ixed 

Wi lliam 0 Ruckman of near Millpoint to skid by the day this o:ade 5 tt.8.!tB 

s k i dding a t this op~ratlon . 

Clark ilooddell of near Marlinton contracted the cutting of the , 
timber,ldd Hodges Of near Lobel1a,~ayne J~ckBon of Buckeye and Bert RobErta 

of Uarllnton sawed on the mill at different time& during this operation on 

Jry Creek and upon completion they had cut around 900.000 feet of mixed lum

ber as thl.s section has both REd and Whl te Oak as well as Chestnut ,Ash ,Poplar 

othEr trees found i n tbis section of the country. 

This operat ion worked fo~ a period of about a year and finished 

up the l umber waB TIs goned to Buckete and th~re loaded on cars of the C & 0 

for shipment .Upoa compl etion the lumber was all OCDved out but t~e m1~1 set 

here for about 2 years before it was sold by GoldEn and moved away . 

nforrr.at 1on- Tom Hause. Buckeye . . ,j . Va . 
Uerl Cloonan. I I I I 

Court Records. Marlinton. \r. Va . 

C. L Armstrong . :2uckeye ~ "il . Va. 
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~ Cba ptcr 7 Commerc~ And Industry , Pccahontao Co. 

- Smith And H01'Oard s.a.S
m

lth -. 
----------- H 1l1sboro, r, ,Va. 

In 1904 L.N Smith and J.L Howard of Pennsylvania came to Po~ 
cahonta s County ail d bought 'fhe timber from 267 acree trom Cla1V'

s
on 

Moneill of Marlinton the deed signed June 22/04 by N.01aweon Wcne!1l 

Frankie Mcnetll. Charlott& Pennell and Joseph Pennell bel' hUBband all 

all but the former ot Buckeye,they paid $349g.00 this Was moatly har_ 

dWOOd but the; cut Bome Boft wood namely Chestnut and Hemlock. 

They had two seta one near th e ~ldeDce of James i oAUldrldge 

the other set in the Kellison Rollow then owned by Luther Kellison an d 

now owned by A,a.Killingsworth and Gilbert Wilfong about one mile South 

Of ' B~ckeye,about 3 million feet was cut on this ferm. 

Smith and Howard had a new circular mill that required nine men 

to <j) operate, the cutt ing amd SUdddng was¢ contract .. :! to different pea_ 

pIe but Luther Kellison did ma~ of the skidding,they paid $2 .50 for day 

labar, $r·50 for cutting and $5.00 for skidding. 

They started operation in I904 sawed unt1l 1905 ran in to dift14_ 

ulty end sold out to 0.J.Elanchard,A.D.Nei1 and R.A.Mcdans1d of F1kina 

W. Va. th ey received $SOOO.OO for the mill machinery and the timber that 

they had not aperated ,Mr.Haward was sawyer and when they sold out h • 

\':as e"'played by the new aVlners to continue with the sawing,a tram road 

"as built up the Kell ison Hollow the 10,.( cars or truCks) Were pull .. lip 

the gr ade by horses l oaded with l ogs and l et run or drift to the 1111. 

J<ast of the lumber wa; sh ipped to Pennsylvania and I!arylaD4. 

The boundary '"'as bounded by the following farms Jaapn _ .... 

and na~ O~.d by C.A.Youn& Claybourne Uo~rison,Jame8 F . Aulctr14se 

Lut hc- ;:.11180n tie latter farm now a"ned by Gilbert oiltong and 
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iF 2 i71ntsrs Cochran. Beard. r:. Va. 
Sidney McCoy . I I I I 

2i74.shard to. get but got 

very little . 

\ 



- (0 rO(!ll.."lont.:..e ·ount.y 
~.- .• "''' - _!! . .:.'t.l. 
Hillsboro 

r.::t; JI."'l.d I ndustry . S::ur.ut. l 
- LumbCr_ G Smi th I !-: Hlsboro . , .. Ye. . ?oili"lontas 

CO. 
19IOFCttr Burne & 

Sons ,nA.mCly Dt.· .. l d ,Ha.rry ,} dwnrd I Solomon 
& circular saw m1ll and set 8Jl d CS!:; C r en 

it nfar where the C~ry1end Lumber Co had 
their mill and cut framing out of 

to be put in by Uaryland 
Oak, Bemlock and Chestnut far the band ...... 1:'<111 

Lumber Co . After sawing tbe framing for the band 
mill they moved out Tb 

• ey d i d th i s sawing for the ~aryland Lumber Co.peter 

Blll'n s sold hie farm -t o th.e c.ompanyl for a milleite . 

Information . Charl ie C 111 ill b a son.R s oro.N.Va. 

i'l1nters Cochran Beard . 1 I 

Frank Knapp . Denmar. " 

!:ji I1IJ fJ! / ¥ /:fJ/ / 
In 19 Of & CE) a man by the name of H Strlle of pen.11syl vani a had his 

Circular saw mil l in oper at ion on the Lincoln S Cochran farm on the end 

of Droop UountaL11 overlooking Locust Creek and not far from the Ol d Droop 

Church,he sawed off and on for near a year and moved out without finishing 

the job. 
Informat ion. j.': inte:r.s Cochran . Beard. ';; . V a. 

Sidney Me_Coy , I I , 1 I 
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Chs.rIle Ca.llison.Hillsboro. W. Va. 
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I n 1 9 1 I J ames Gabe rt of Lo cus t Cr e ek B-"1d at t h at time O\me 

eC"a,.rd Uill property oper a ted a clrcul.ar ea" mill just bela" the
X 

ot t:e 
old gr 

lit :nil1 ,this 1s the bollow t h at Locust Creek win ds it Ie way th -
rO~b get_ 

Greenbrier' River at Locust which i. a flag .ton. 
I'< on the 0 &: 0 

tailroad . 

Ga bbert d id his own skidding and only used a skeleton crue &0 to 

speak on the mil l a s he onl y worked 4 to 5 men on the mill at B. tlijle,thia 

timber wa s mostl y H€mlock,i'lhlte and Red 0 ak and when they had finished 

operat ing the timber' from hie O\m place it was found he had sawed 75 . 000 

besides sawing IO,OOO feet for lltshB. and Charlie Oa11160;1 that they bad 

y,'agon€d in from dOl'm on the rlv.er this being buit cuts and cull telephone 

p oles that were btHng cut and put ' out at that ti'me t'n and aroun'd Beard,VI .Va. 
" , 

The high g rade Gabbert lumbe r was sold to lumber· bu..yers and lOal1_ 

€"d at at Locust a siding on the C & 0 ,the lO\7er' grade was aold locally to 

farmers for barn b u ilding purposes,wbile Callison 1 s used what they had saw_ 

ed at this set e~ect1ng new and remodeling old buildings on the Callieon 

farm. 

Thfs Ope rat ion :finished in 19II. 

InfoI:mat-fon Sidney McCoy. Beard. '1/. Va. 
Charlie CalJiison.lilllsboro. W. Va. 
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LumbE' r_ Smlth. H111Sboro. y,' . Va . FO Cnhontae Co. 

In 1915 Hrnry Moore 
of Stony Cre Ek bought a Cir cul a r m1l l end 

on Dry Creek a branch of 
Stony CrEE}: nf"ar the r oad l eading to 

,.:1irol\f, and Laurel Creek and just above I:ie/Onate_ 

The mill was set and Moore cut and sk1dded hiB own log s to be 

sawed i nto l l.lr.1ber that Was used on the farm (Moore) in Erecting 8. barn 

and othe r out buil dings and upon completion of saw ing the logs they had 1 

in it "as fcund he had sawed 5 a. 000 feet. 

The mill is still where it- was first set and has bEen rented to 

di ff erent people to saw lumber on. 

e The .other .operaticns .on this mill >7ill be taken up later as nc 

informat i cn at present. ) 

Infcrmaticn.Henry Mccre. Marlintcn.W.Va.R.Fd. 

T.D Mocre I I I I 
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'this P--t 
r."7 • Cor "SRCE Jd."IJ rnUSTRY ---=-::'----

";':Ju",l -:;'~U'. 
H11.l£.b::.l"'o 

is jyst.ly proud. of' tbe part 11. Plsyed in 
""'. of' \ est Virginia 

the l unb . . 
I "' 1' ~ndUBtry . 

In 1903 the :.ern Bros . of PennsylvMia carne co,,n to .est Virginia 

a nd bought timber l ane s in this ~ounty on C;anberry.R~~~~ , Little Levels 

DistriCt aggregat ing some 3 ,100 acres ··purchased 1)-om the l'enn
i
Son'Eros' 

namOl
y 

;:'eal ey ana Frank , C. P . Dunlap and A. 1.1 . Ed.ar. 

They Se t their mill on Stampir.g Cr eek • tributary o:r Greenbri er River 

a nd not :rar :from C & 0 Railroad ot: the Gr e;nbrier d iv ision and about 

~ mil e 1'rom State rOad known as ~:;19 , built dwe lling house s 1'01' the 
, 

10rklTen and a l arge store and the pl ace was Y.nown a s "arn To\.n . 'he 
mill Was a double band. 

By 1805 they had l a i d R . R . tra cks :from ::arn To\m to Cranberry so"," 12 to 
15 mile . . Th is r ailroad 

1':a s 
the Cranberry Rai l rosd Co . A corpOr; t1on t'j' \lim . R. Thomes , Pres . 

2'hey operated uncer the name of' '"arn Lumber Co . Preston S . tlern " en . 

lors mostly sOi'twood namely Spruce and Hemlock . 

: 'hey r un tViO camps at " time on Cranberry River cutting and skioding 

an6 mo s t of' the tin:e had 4 0 to 50 head of horses to do the skicding . 

~he :famous Cranberry Gl ades are on the tract operated by ern Lwr.ber 

Co . , e l so the Federal Prison Canp is no\'l located on this Sare 101:d . 

SUPt , h i s brother Harry was r a ilroad Supt . Anoth . r Brother llobert "aa 

bOOkkeeper and store manager, another brother , Ge org e , a l a"yer •• as a 

Silent partn~r as he stayed' in Pa , and only Contribu tec in aevisory ".y . 

They run t,:o tra ins daily from Cr anbeny to i.arn TOI'" which hauled , 

C'ranber r ies \:ere Eathered each year by pe ople of the surrouncing territory . 

" !'n To\m furnished a marke t for s ur p lus farm proauct. of ; illp01nt • 

'- nC: vicir.it r T'anely e£gs , L:eat , and'truck erODe . 

aT'n Lur..Ler Co . , finiShed up in 1914 and since tl'.at tirr.e tbe Gove,.""ent 
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!f rve . 

..I. he moved f'rom 

river . 

.. , i ~- 1 

- 2:-

end BE-t. /l c i d e part. of' it.- as e £eme re-

i'-ern Town to Ray;',' ood near the head' of t.he Greenbrier 

Af'te r t"arn I S finished and 
had shipped all their lumber out the people 

be~an to m 
eve out to other lumber manufacturing pl aces and to get other 

work a nd 60 in a 
v.ery short time t.here was but 20 or 3 hou ses lef't. and , 

a t present t he r e i s n one . 

Sour c e of In~orm.o t<on ' ~ • • _ 4 Court Recoros - ~rl~nton 

J. O. t:orri son- 1.:ar11nton 
, " 

~ . C. ~mithe 

Anna- Wallace 

- H~llSboro 

- Mil l point 
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'"' ;'::01.. 1 rCI f,nd Inductry 

n, Out 1- "::: ~ Lur.b lr _ 
JbUH O fJnd John hit! of L~urt l CrE:ck Ci t t bt lr c lr_ - - " >3 

. 111 on St - . 
• "':Pint. Orl lk n ~ ar l?hl r E t h e b l ut:. Lic k ;;. cbool bou&( n on stb.nda 

d.,,,, d ror JOII-'/ 
~ Lan " John T l.!. cGra,.., hE. at tha t t im t QI":ned th ( land now owned 

11.B d:la and h i-a sons1th is 178.S fine t 1n:ber end wh en sa.wed made fine l umb em 
rrh lc.h \'.'a8 wagoned 

to Marlinton and sold. t here 8.8 1~a.r11.nton was bu.1.ld.i..ng up 

at that- time but s ome o:f th1ls- lumber was neve r; moved and was a "total l OBS .. 

In.forme.t lon~ B. o Ha y e s M.111poin.t.v:.Va. A'nd a:.A McNee l Hillsboro . ?i.Va . 

I 

----------------------------------------------- --------------------------
In 15:92 Uriah Bird of l~arl1:ntOlI, who had a c l rcu.le.r mi ll sawed & Bet fo'%' 

SBl!lu.el E McN eel of Dear Hl,11Bbo~o f£be ti.mber com1ng from th"e soutb east s1.de 

of Li...tt"le Mount afu. and ovmed byl McNee l.. , , 

T~ey l ogged th.e m1.rll ".itb:. two yokes of o:xen BlTd 1£ t eam of borses tlr1.s 

we.s don.e by-' B'.E md G.A' UcNEel,tltey, sawed 12-5.000 feet at- tb-1Jr Bet and from 

'tb:.ts:. l umber tb:e Samuel McNe e l bouse was bu1lt,and the lower grade used on 

the te.::rm o~ so.ld to farmers of the Lev.e ls • 

ID::J:£ormat1ion. cr,. Jl McNeel H"1l11BbOJ."'O'. W. V&.~ )lrs·. aeOTge Bartbolomew .1!111sbol'o . ,,".v 

3 -- --z:~:;;;~;.;~~-;~~~-Sm;;~-:;-~~-~:;~~;~--~~-~~-~~~;::~-:~~~-
ear-ed for Capt. ~ .E Sm~~ of Marlinton on Spruce Flat th1s t1~ber W&8 Spru

ce and came off o£ the Clawson IIcN el"ll plaoe this ..... logl!'ll by Smitb up to 

near c~~plet ian and was finished by Frank Rayee of near seebert ~ mill 

wa.s set be l a" the Spruce Flat Schoolhouse end upon completion 1t was found 

tb ey had ... wed gOO. 000. 
rniormation-G.H Simmons. Hillsboro.\"I,'. Va. 

------------ --- - -------- ------------------------- ---------------------
In about Igg 0 John ~arshall and John peters bought tbe t1mb«r froll 

that part of the Lee Cackley farm that lays up tbe Grilles bollow and .et tb

eir mill near the Grimes Schoo l house ,one of t wo SCbool boua •• OD Stamping 

Creek . The mi ll was l ogged by Oxen o,ned by peter. and wbea ..... waroae4 to 

the river J:. far 7;atoga and rafted to Ronceverte. 

InforJ'''' tion . D.E Ruckman .l!illpo1nt. W. Va. 
l dr;ard Lane . Mi llpoi n t. I I 
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T;.l'l::S amuel G 8mi th Ih't e ---.- . -- .. - . - ._----------
:;O'U"CB Henry OvExbo It ,Marlinton. W. Va. lh tc . . -._-----------

. . 



--'-'U I ndUst ry . Samuel 0 S ith 
m . H illsboro~' Va p •• 

r 4 ". . OC<>.J..IontElB COl.Ulty. n I89 Charl ie Calli80n so ld h 
:~6 boro and Joh B 18 mil l to Henry Overholt ot ~ J. n UXgcsB of' Mi llpo int ,and 

SULg eas ~~d th e l~ firs t dO in g bU8iness as Overholt And 

'for \'/ l111arn H Overholt on Oldham Run the ",111 ns l ogged. by l llia MCCarty f 

set "as 

o Hillsboro and when they had comp l eted th i s set t hey found they had 

sawed 200.000 feet which was rafted, to Roncev_ fOrte. 

mons run t he 
OVel)holt was sawyer and Burge", fir ed the boUer',and Jake Sim_ 

- -- -edge~.Thls operation finished in 94 and they moved, the mill to 

Hills Creell: to saw for' \'.' ill1arn H Overholt he haVing bought a: boundary of ti-

mber from Frank Harper who owned land on HllllsOreek at that time t~6 was 

mostly A'sh and Lynn ~hi8 timber w';'s' 'skidded by Harper upon. completion of th_ 

is set Overho lt and Burgess sold ou.t to William H Overholt and in later yea.rs 

thts ",1 m was bought by: George Yillliams of near Lobella. 

, 

Hen~' overholt thezj went to work for Withrow I.!cClint1.c as sawyer 

an"d worked fO"r aome time for him. 

I nfOTmat10D--HeIll!y Overholt .Marlinton, W. Va. 
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~-_" 1 n Rmitll H111 £)bOro . .•. v .. -"-.---.~_.J 

'/:OO'U"'RCF AN D IN DUSTRY' 8 G 81' IT 
Ti mbE: r_ "t" , . H,HILLSBORO, lT, VA,POCAHON'!'IAS COUNTY 

In 19 (l l LEhman YOUIls: then of n ear Warm Springs Virg i nia Came to 

pocahontas County a nd brought with him hie CircUlar saw mill and to saw 

for anyone wanting s awing done and his first operation was tor Tillison 

a nd Jas p er Auldridge of Buckeye,on Swago Cr eek this took place in I 90I . 

,Dur ing this time and prior to this time there were foil numerous operations 

on t h e Greenbr'fe r River aleo on Knappe Creek and all above Buckeye as 

the l ogs were cut all along up the river some were near the river others 

whe n c ut fell in the ri'ver and sp when high water came th·ey· Would drift 

down the river to the mo~th of Swago Creek and there lOdge in a rackheap 

and ' had accumilated ~ many thous and feet of logs,aleo timber cut· from 

the C.& 0 right_a way' dr1ifted to this turn in the river and were forced 

out in the rackheap,so all t hey- had to do was to take a team and skid 

the log e to' the m!"l l a ss-ort distance away this was tbe main part of 

thi's operat'1ion but from 1..5 to .:rg thousand Was cut from tbe Auldridge 

farm besides the logs that had drifted in from up the river • 

Th1ia was a small operation th.erefore but; few men. were used BO 

when 1.t' :finished up in. or ,1 t went out unnoticed. They cat 60m8th1:ng likt 

I SO, 000 feet- at this operat"ion and moved. th.e mfll all' up the Greenbr1~ 
Rive]:· lvh.e re it- buxned up.Uost of the lumber cut ajr this set- wa.a BOld 

lo.cally-. 

Inf'ormatfon .• Robert- L Puffenbarger .M:arifnton, 11, Va. 

John B Buckley Buckeye,W.va . 
Jay,' " " II 

William Buckley, II II 
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Have been 
r.orking on 

until I /J I as this 
th1s report for 6omet~e ~t was unabl e to f1nish 

was the finnl data needed . 
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commeroe And Induotry SaQUel G 
. Smith .Hi1lsboro ''I V P 

Lumber &: griot Mlll_ ". a. ocabontas Co. 

John Buckley who was born I774 and one 
of the first settlers of Poe. 

county hnving settled on th 

Of ek bull t and operat e d. 

Jllto the river. 

e Greenbrier River near tbe mouth of Swago 

an Up & Down saw mill near where the creek empt~s 

A race \'I'aa dug from where Walter Grahams filling station now stands 

dOwn t hrough the Park McNeill farm across where the old County road now runs 

and to the Buckley farm that 1s nO\T oTmed by C.A Young this race was dug by, 

slaves of the Buckleys and the l.dmistons from ~he Li1t1.e Lev.els and at that ----- -
time living on Locust Creek and no doubt the slave a of James Edmiston. 

This mill was built about 18 cO by John Buckley the grandfather of 

John B Buckley now residing on the old Buckley homestead this mill r.as op

erated by the builder John Buckley,then by his son Joshua and in IS 62 or ~ 

Ti mothy Oloonan bought the farm he operated the mill for a while and in r867 

J ohn 1'1 Skues bought the farm but only kept it unt-il r869 and sold it to Ev_ 

alina Amo s the "ife of Andy Amos and in 1870 Amos repaired the mill and used 

it for a while b~t around 75 to 80 it ceased to operate and this was th. la

st of the Up And DCllm sa1Vlllill ;a gristmill IVas run in connection with this 

mill botb using tb~ power made by tbe waterwbeel and in IS9S ~valina Amos 

who was a siste,,· to M.J. McNeel of tbe Levels sold tbe farm to Jasper Auldrid

ge add be sold it to itspresent owne,,· s C.A ~~d Nora Young and today t~ race 

is very plain and yow can see wbere tbe mill set. 

Tbis operation took place at wbat is knOlVn as Buckeye,but b&Ot ,ear. 
ago it was known as Buckeye Oove. W. Va. ,.ben tbis mill was operated by * aa.. 
ckleys. 

G. D McNe ill-Buckeye. W.Va. Prices History.By JDdr .. PAtII 
Infor!l\ation.John B Bucmey . Buckeye.W.Va. Court Recorda.IlarUn1rOll ••• ", 

·:lUlls McKeever.Buokeye.W.Va. Annie Adkison & Nancy .lllo .. m 
Buckeye.1I. VII.. 

Tbis mill did c~tom sawing as well .s sawing 10gB into luab8~ t~ 
whicb often was sold to tbe nearby farmers as lumber ... y.~ .. ~(~ 

from tbe first to after the !l\iddle of tbe IS th century. 
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CornmC'ro<, And Induotry. Samucl 0 Smith HUlebo W V 
Lwnber_Up "And Down MUll . 1'0 • . a.poOahontflB - -----::---------

About r875 Jacob Uon 01 0' " Hill b 
... n""a.r B oro who olmcc1 land. on Stamp_ 

inS Or t:'k had an ,Up And Down mil l bull t on the bead. at Stamping Creek near 

Ifher~ f,'.P DOra.f leld now lives. 

They logged th~8 mill with ~yoke at cattle and a team at horsee , 
, -

Henry RODe dro\re a team and assisted on the mnl be lived on Stamping Creek 

Granvil le }JaN eel d td the sawing he was a BOn. ot Jaoob , and it was on this 

mill that the l umber was sawed that buil t the Jaoob }loNeel bouse and better 

moral as tho Alex McNeel house also the lwnber that W8S used' in the Method_ 

ist Parsonage at Hillsboro \vas sawed by Granv1lle McNetl on this mUl right 

afteD' thJ.s operat ion , Granville \vent we st and set-t l ed there. 

Information . G.A McNeel Billsboro . ~'1.Va. 

James Jordan. " " 

\ 
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Comrnrroe And Indu8try.S~T.Uel G Sm ith 
Hillaboro.W.Va.pooahontas Co. 

/24/~r Lumber_up & Down Uill_ 

James Smith hav ing sold out at Millpoint and l ocated at the mouth 

of stephens Hole Run near where the run empties in the Greenbrier RivQr and 

it was here that James Sm1th with the assistance of his eone Wil liam, I saac 

J..r.rJ. Joseph,and Jacob built an Up & Down samnlll at this location about rS56 

they put ina watE.rv!heel in Stephens Hole Run this furnished then pOl'l'er to 

run the mi m. and just above th.e miu:o.. they bad a tanyard they worked at when 

they were not sawing . 

It was on this mill that the lumber VilE! sawed that built the Isaao 

Smith house also the lumber that built the gristmill was sawed on this Up & 

Down mill,the logs coming from 'the North al..ong Stephens Role Run,tbey were 

mostly Hemlocklj and White Pine and from this same section and on t-his mill 

lumber 've.s sewed and delivered to the heyels to the many farmers to erect 

houses and barns as the L~ttle Leyels was bu~lding up fast at that t ime and 

they were in need of IUlber 60 80 they found a ready market for all they cou

ld saw, but as a grist mill was badly needed in this section they deoided to 

tea.r down the Up & Down mill and erect a g rist mil l which they did. and it was 

in op eratl,on for manYI years ,and today this 1s an old landmark 1n the Little 

Levels Di,strlct!of which the \71"1 tel' 1s proud as James was the Great granl'atber 

Joseph my Grandfather and reeac and W111 iem great uncles of Samuel Glenn 

Sm1 th th1.s vatter'. )) these old geIttlemen .ere p i oneers in their prote.aion, 

mlllfng and tanning . 

Infonnatlon.Edgar L Smith . i7atoga.,\,,' . Va. (sOD of Isaao) 

Marv in C Smith.Hillsboro.W.Va. ( Bon of Joseph) 

James R Ruckman.Ml11point . W.V a. 
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CQffim( rcc And Induotry.~arnuc l a 
Slll itb . P. ill sboro ... v P ah 

• II. a . oc ontas 
LU1!& R_ Co . 

In I SS9 William O" Crholt of 
Hill sboro bought what merchantable Che_ 

t r)' t1."'Ober there was on Cranbe~ry on the lands of Capt . \\,illiam McNeel and :;---:: 
~pt . Alfred ldgar of Hill sboro.this timber leyed on ths headwaters of Cren_ 

\ 
erry River. 

Overhol t employed Ch~ie Callison of Greenbrier County who had a 

iroular SaITmill to operate it for hL~,he did the cutting,skidding and B&

~ing thi s operation was completed in IS90 the year of the deep snow and 

Ove~olt started sledding it o~t ,he kept his horses in a small barn at the 

camp and when the deep snow f ell the 'weight beIng so great on the roof 1~ 

collapsed and it was only luck that the horses were not crushed under i~ 
when it f ell in,after r emodel i ng the barn he proceeded with the lumber hau

ling, it· waS taken by sleds and fo= horse teams to the moutb of Stamping 

~r€ek where the lumbe". was put i n the Greenbrier River- and rafted ~ ROD_ 

,everte where it was bought by lumber dealers and shipped from tbere to fu-

n iture factories all over the east . 
Ilitcbell 

Callison. moved hLe mill from Cranbe~ry to theAGordOD place OD Beav_ 

r Dam or better known as the headwaters. of Williems River. 

rnfo~mation.James Jordan.Hillsboro. IV . Va. 
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..... o::.:r,€rc£' And In dustry. Srunue l G 
8mi th . :f 111eboro. ',7. Va. Pocah ontas Co. 

LWtlbcr_ ... .;--
~/'l'~'" I •. 

Sm1t~rop erated on El k Riv er in 1927 bis first s et was B.I 

.t Jlarry Varners and l ogged by Varner the sa'7Y er was ~.F (Bud ) i1h1te 

~bel ltor.n,h 1B seoond s et was a~ HarDy 
r 

of Cam

Shelt-ons 1n 1927 If 2g thl.s set was. logB"d 

~y forest Gi bson. and s awyer Wh Lte. l1L these two sets they sawed 900. 000 

Smiths 3rd.set ws.s on the JameaGibsoafarm near the stone 

quary t his set was. s awed by \vhi t e and logged by .. Fo"eat Gibson and. here they 

ctC between 25 0 and 300,000 this too-k plac.e 1'n 1929. 

Hi a 4th . set- was_ at Clark HAnnAhs in 1929 logged by, Clark 

5ann~ and s awed by Wh it e. Some logs were cut- an th-e Sam Jackson place but. 

wo ed by J ake Gibson.Here th-ey sawed 500. 000. 

rn 1937 Smith-· had his circular ml11 set on the James Gibson 

LXm n ear wh e]!e Harry. Thomas lives at thlls set they sawed lags trom 1fhe follar_ 

K f axms Moll1e Gibsons logged by Harry Varner and Dock Glbson.George Gays log_ 

ed by, Forest Gibson:. ;V. H Shelt-on farm and the lusie Rlder farm sk1dded by For_ 

; Gibson an d a bou1n 1 00. 000 from thll .Take Moore place owned by James G1bson 

n t h is set '7as f1nisged they ha d cut- about- SOO.OOO and from here Sm1th moved 

" Ul to Br olIDs Cr eck. 

Th is lumber was trucked to h'arl1nton for sh1pment out oyer 

C If 0 • 

I n format ion. C. G McGuire. Marlinton. 71 . Va. 

Harry Varner.. l!.6.l."linton. W. Va. 

)111e Gi bson and Susie Rider Marlinton.W.Va. 
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11t~C'QJ>oh J:'OJ'!:er Samuel G 8mi th 
-----._------ ntte Resoaroh Takon 3/ 5/4r 

l';\'!'1st -..§.amuel G 8mi th 
--- --.. ---. --------

--------
SOUJ"Oa _l~ '. q l.!cKeever Buckeye. W. Va. ---."_ -0. ________ _____ _ 

!fr.· " 
Q, ."rs.A. tv MCNeill. I I I I 

G.R Simmons . H1]lsboro . II 
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1885 »asb lngton Bcvera~e 
~ ane! llnv i d \7 

mill 
LoUder mi l k of Buck ey e bought a 

00. 

Commerce An d Induat~ S 
.- ' . am~l G emi th Hill sbore " v. p _, •• .. OO~ontaB 

and sawed, for t h e fo llow! n 
g p e op l e ~ for Hunt er McCli nt i c 0 n 

\7ill Sheets p lace a s et ne 
J a.r th e Nel son Moo~e place t h ese weIte moat l y 

:~£.rry,and wa s sk1dded by McC lintio and Hamp Ga'~ord.The 
.&...I.. lumb er v/ag on.ed to Bu.-

rafted to Ronc everte , most f t 
a he l umbett r aft ed to Ronu everte was beu _ 

man by t h e name of S I peag e of N. Y and went to furn~_ e f a ctor1. al~ 

,er ~e eastern part of the U. S . 

~hey als o saITed for McClint i c 0 D C k t h ti b f n r y r ee e m ex com~g r om the John 

rmstr ong p lace a ll the t 1.mbe:I" sawe d f or Hunter Uc Cl int i c was ski dde d by h i m 

a.d Ramp Galford • 
. 

A s et was s awed f or William McC lintic this set was between t h e Galford 

luse and the McC lintic r es i dence and kno\m now as McCli nt i c Farms. 

Dav id ;N Louder mi l k was sawy er on a ll t h eir operat i ons. 

Th e Williams Ri ver: section f urnish ed a b i g per cent of the l umb er ing oper_ 

; ions of t his Co. f r om bac k in t h e gO i es to ,;:P I 920 and since that tme ' on l y 

,r 3 mills h ave opereted ba ck there ,as the ~overnment has bough~ the ~ter 

rt of t h is secyion f or r ef or est a ti on purposes and in y earsto come no doubt 

is s ection wi ll be t h·e s cene of gr eat lumber- manufacturing there-by furnish 

, l oymen1; t o t h e peop l e of pocahonta s· Count y a s in days gone by. 

information . W.O Mc Keev er . Buckeye. W. Va . 

G. H Si mmons Hillsboro.rl . Va . 

L W Mc.Neill.Buc keye . W. Va. 

3.A. 'N Mc Neill.' I II 
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Self tl1 fi ill b - • fJ oro . .. . Va Po ab 

• C nn + ... _ ... "co'='~r'c. And _II~dust r,l" Samuel C Smitb H1 llsboro . :7 . Va.POCabontas 5~v·~"b· And LOudel'mllJ: ., Lumber) 

r l594 l','IlSh l ngton Bever~e and David W LoUd
e
l'lll1.lk both of Buckeye 

sa~ed a . set for Millard F Ruckman of MillpOint,the circular mill was set 

Co. 

. " 
near the Ruckmlln residence gett ing the "at.r from the Falling Spring to 
run the bailer with . 

Ruckmlln logged the mil l With a team of horses during tbe first of 

the operation but the Skidding Was quite heavy so he emp loyed ;71throw McC _ 

lintic. tlVO teams of oxen driven by Fant Armstong and John Maup in for !.!cO_ 
lintic. 

Campa were made to oare for' the men and stables for the oxen . 

David W LoUdermi lk was t"he sawyer and Lee V' Ruckman at- that time a 
small boy aSSisted with tILe COOking at the camp. 

In! - 'i'l. 0 RUckman 
!J.O Smith. 

Mra.M.e " 
Millpoint. IV. Va . 
Hl118boro~ I I , , , , 
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.<!:SU. 'WI' I n:::,:TIl-'I CA TI vI' Hr~!JnT 

"O",co P.!'Il.1ClUly<l.<.J: ,IlH1PQjnt • \1'. Va. 

D. E Ruckman.Mi llpoint. I I 

Harper Adki son.Uarlinton. 11 

G.A McNeel. Hillsboro. I' 
A.W UCN el11.Euckeye. II 

' l. tSmit'h . Wat oga. II 
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commerce &: Iodustry. $amu.el 

In 19 Cb a man by the name 
G Smith Hil1aboro . W.Va,poCahontas 

Co. 
of Rider from Pa. bought timber on stamp_ 

jaG Crcck from Irallace Ruokman 72 acres ,"or e 
200. 00 a.nd 70 acrE's from I ffie 

on the B'harp ferm and employed 
;:1Ia l'P for $ 200. CO Rider set h i s c i rcular mi l l 

. <.'arry,frnes t & Frank Harper of Hillsboro t o do t h " i d in 
su P e Sz;. d g the teamsters 'frere 

1: 11118 JH ll,Romey, Dorman and pen i ck RYder,the '. i l l 
COOz;. wa s VI iam C MCClune . Lloyd 

"UcIl"sin of ,','eboter Co.was killed by a falli ng h e\ in t he c ut t 'i ng of th e t i mber . 
I Inf.penick: Ryden.Mi llpomt. W. Va. 

D.E Ruckman. I I I I 

---------------- ---------- --------------\-----------------'------------- --
In I919 r.H \'{11lia'TIs bought the t i mber on 2 5 acres frOm Harper Adkison 

of near l\arlinton in the Kee Flats and set 'h i s mill. tarv i n Car ter of 1:arlinton , 
contracted the skidding . This 189.S mostly Oak and Chestnut. Th i s \7aS sawed by James 
Collins as sawyer . 

Inf - !Jarper Adkison Uarlinton W.Va. 

---- -------- --- ----------------- --------------------- ~-- --------------- --------
Russel Lumber Co . A Headi ng Mill. 

In 19 OJ th i s Co. operated on Dry Cr eek and on the J ames MC~7eill f arm 
Russel WRS from Ilki ns ,J.ohn W Dallas wae f rom Pa.Calvin lfa d ison of Pa. \'"las Supt. 

and Dani e l Hoffman ~'of :E lkins \me sawyer .. :E.mer y Adk i s on 8.Tld Cragon Grimes of Uill

point Vlorked for them . G.A McNE-e l hauled head ing t o th e Buckeye sttion f or sh i p _ 
ment out over the 0 & o. 

1m . G. A 1!cN€E:I . Hi l l sbor o . W. Va . 

A. I',' Mcrl'fi l1. Buck€ye . I;' . Va. 

---------------------------------------- --- --------------------~------------Gr eenbri er Lumber 00 . 

John Al exander set his Circular mi ll acros s th e ftr e£nbrier R1ver trom the 

fiair grounds t o saw for t h is Co , Al exander had t eams bu t h1r ed 80me stidding 

done 6 0 he hirEd I dgax L Sm1th and Sherman Py l es of near :7atoga ,they . kidded. 

as far down th e riv er as th e hollow bel ow Stillwell,and hEre Sm1th tll.leC * 
tE.'E:J1I as he put them ov er t he l o£" dump or land1n£" th ey fell oloae 100 f eet .... "', 
stra i &ht do= ( NO nat eQ 

I ot.1 . L Smltb. r;at oga . ':I.Va . 
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Sourcce ... Q .¥20U1re.lle.r11nton.U .va. Ihto Filed 
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Harland Gibeon. ' I , I 
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&. ::: nd uotry Samuel C 
S:r1tb 1-:11lshoro,-::.Va . FocM.ontae County . 

IttlIn 1919 Jame. Col11nG of 
Cll!l;jJbel l town who bed 8 . clrculnr mill. 8&1'1'_ 

-J for th e \';1111ams & Plfer L ' 
. . UJ)lI,J fr Co. located at L:ar llnton the main men in 

the r.l1 11 B.Jll8 &- Pifer Lum .Co . were ::E.? i71111sms end A.C Plfer of Uarl1nton bes_ 

i des some stockholders . Co llins sEt his mi ll on the Crooked Fork of Elk on tbe 

r. .~ Dilley tract . This ti.mber "as cut and sltidded by \7 . E& Di vers Sharp of Lau_ 

rel Crcek.They sawed 125. COO for '1: .& P Lum.Co.by the thousand. s.nd in the spr i_ 

ng of)20 Co llins sawed fol%.' \71 11iams & Pifer on the tLA Varn.er t ract- later Olm 

ed by James Gi:bson,th18 was cut and ski dded by Je.mes Gi bson a t ' this set they 

SawE'd 300. 000 and in 1921 Colli us. set his m1111 on t he Clark Hannah farm but 

g etting mosy of the timber from W.A Varner and it was at t h is set t h at Clark& 

EugbJ F.annah bought' this_ mi ll l from Coll iha. and t h.ey hued p ete \\1lfong and J. V 

Ll. cKenneyto' do the sawing Wilfong of stonybot 1rom and McKenney of near Fdra.y. 

Cl erk Hannah and Hugh set t he mill on the Jake Gibson farm and Sawed 

logs from the Sam Galfo~d farm the Jake Gibson . farm and some on Clark Hannahs 

f arm on the Gibson Knob , thi s se t was sawed by Pete Wilfong and skidded by Cl

ark. Hennah. 

Th1s l umber wa G handl ed by I.B Bumgardner of Stonyhottom.W.Va. 

ill 1922 & 23 the mill was mov<'d to Hugh· Hannahs and here they aut" 200. 

COO and here Clark. so l d out to Eugh . This set ,,8.8 logged by c.a lIoauin,veo 

nnah and Harry Varner and upon completion the mill ...... so14 to B.SIleazer. 

I nf orma tion. C.G ~cGuire . Uar11nton . W.Va. 

Har l'Y Varner. , , , , 
Har:i=d Gillson. " , I 
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COlJl!llcrce And I 
nduatrY . Samue l G Smith 

Hi llsboro. W.Va. .Pocah ontas Co . 
lJ.unber_ 

\a ll1e.»1 Burna of Hi llsboro and Van Scott ot Anthonya Creek opera-
t ed 6 Cl 1"Cu lar mi ll in The LittlE" Levels in I 903 th,ey Sawed for Dr S.T l!.c-

c l1 ntl 0 then of Hi llsboro . W.Va. . one Bet was on Stamping Creek the timber com

i ng from the Blue Lick prong of the creek and from the lands of Mathe\VB Ruo -

kmlUl . 

The timber \'7as cut and skidded by Russe l, John and Sis l e r Sy lvia just 

before they 17ent r:est.The sawyer was l\.att Hall. 

They sawed another set for S . J Peyne of Hillsboro. YL Va. the timber 
-

m1ng from the Lee Cackley far m of Sta.n::p ing Cr eek . This timber naB _..6f/I!ti 
dded by Henry & Thomas (Tom) Rose a"But by lucian Curry and hiB son l"I ill1am 

near Jacox W. Va. 

Informat ion B. C Hayes Millpoint. "i: . Va . 

~r6.A.E Long.Hi]lsboro.U.Va. 

D. E Ruckman ll illpoint. W.Va. 
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~1L.~~1 G Sm1 th Q 
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!iPrJi • 
~~heet for eAch suQject. Omit All fOrP'Alities . For office J '3tt'lr;;~_ 

Have 3 or 4 of POaahontas Countys largest lumber operations that I 

Want to get before I quit the lumbering part of Chapter seve~ as this 

COunty Was outstanding in the lumber industry from early to the present 

t I me and I havent d f tb C f b t dealt with the upper en 0 e 0.80 ar u as per 

yPur ~equest will finish the lumbering up at once but feel sure I should 

g et the ones mentioned as they were the COWltyS largest. 

The enclosed report was started some time abo but not com

p l ete enough to send in until this time. 
B.G.B 

A-I028 


